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ly diſpoſedand vertuous yong 
men, the Apprentiſes of the Cj- 
ty of London,all happines both _ 
in this life and in the 
life te come. 7 YE 3/4 
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FZ SE Tthagoras the Phdoſopher 


8] courſe of mans lite by the 


our Saniour Chriſt hath more 
plainly ſer downe concerning the 
double way; whereof one hath a 
ſtraic paſſage and narrow gate 
at the firſt, which tew doembrace; 
but in the end thereof, there is 
great comfort and reſt, for ir gui- | 
deth the paſſenger vnto eternal] 
happineſle andfaluation: The o- 
ther is wide andſpacious ar the 
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| leadeth vnto cuerlaſting woe and 


{vnto' life, orto runne' the broad! 
| way vato'death:' The way of life, 
| is areligiois profeſſion, a vertu- 


t 


| ous and'conſ{tionable carriage, 


WE II I 
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. © TheEpiſllededicarory. | 


beginning,wherby many travaile, 
bur in the end they find Jon 
trouble and ftraitnefſe, for it 


deftruQion. .[Bbth - rheie waies 
are ſet before ourcies as life and 
death; for wemay norbe idlc,but 
of neceflity muſt walke,fceing our 
life is a pilgrimage, and chooſe 
either to trauell the narrow way 


when wee giue vnto God, that 
which ſis'Gods' and to Ceſar, our 
Magiſtrdtes* and Maſters, that 
which belongerh'vato chem. The 
egarc of this way is niarrow, and 
the paſſage ſtrait: for' the liber- 
ties of fleſh and blood muſt be re- 
ſtrained, our affetions bridled, 
and the -'whole man captivated 
vnderthe yoke of the obedience 


off 
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pres ED 


of leſus Chriſt as alſo foch whom 
we are taobey & ſeruevnderhiy. 


ence of obedi&ce neither towards 
godnor man. The gate ofthis way 


{in the beginning is broad,andrhe 


paſlage caſte,gining liberty 8 full 
head to;our youthy affeQions and 
luſts ofthe fleſh, bur the endis ve- 


fore let euery. yong man, 'behol- 
ding theſe two waics, chooſe that 
which leadeth vntoeretnall life in 
 heauen, by a ſanifiedlife for a 


} rime onearth, walking ſincerely 
with him whois the #ay,the Truth | 


and the Zife. To this endl haue 
which, welbeloued Brethren, I 


uourable acceprance, that therin 


you might ſce which is the nar- 
A4q 


The way of death, isa finfull and}| 
licentious life, when we ſerac fin| 
and Satan, and make no' conſci-| 


ter perdition and traitnes.VVher: | 


penned: this inſuing TraQare, | 


baue. commended ynto your fa-|[ 


row 
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row way; the way of life, 8 leame 
how cotravell therein, neither let 


an old Digel dire your courſe,bur 


to himand his ſeruice anely, who 
vndoubtedly will giue you con- 

ſtancie to perſcucre,that you may 
become old Satnts on earth, and 


be Bleſſed Saints in heauen, & live 
with himfor euvermore:to whoſe 
gracious & mere full proteion, 
in the meane. time 1 conmend 


oy all, Amen, 


B. P. 


add | 4 


tnat diuelliſh prouerb\,s youg Saint | 


| endeuor being yongro be Saints | 
| of God;& to dedicate your youth 


þ 


at laſt ajoyfull end, that you may | 


Tour ener loving Brother, 


' The Epiſtle to the Reader, 


RD” Mf  Hrittian and Chwits-' 
nt ora ble Reader, many are 
FLAP the pn ts that 
RX ab day! the children of God re- 
cetwe at the hands of wicked men, 
in this tron and declining age of the 
world, from the ſincere embracing 
of the Goſpell, or ſhewing forth the 
frutts of ſanttification,jin this croo- 
ked ayd ſinfull generation, but much 
more from publiſhing any holy Trea- 
tiſe, tending to this purpoſe: to omit 
the bookes that are written, not of 
vertue and verity, but of vilenes and | 
vanity which many offer now a daies, 
as ſo many Sacrifices to the dimell(by 
the which as with ſo many cups of pot- 
ſo,he infetteth the hearts of mull#os of 


people) | 


nt... tr er i. 


The Epiſtle RY 
people) what great delight the enemy 
mankind taketh herein, he that 
can ſee any thing, may eaſily diſcerne 
by the cur (el inſtruments which he 
raiſeth op from tame ta time ; 25 tis 
children the Papifts, whom wee had 
thought (long agen) had beene dead 
in ther neſts, yet now like ſerpents 
bauing cait their eoates, begin to lift | 
| up their heads out of their holes with 
freſb and. new coloared hereſie, and 
with their peyſoned pennes (as a ho» 
ly man of God ſaith) bane defiled not 
inke and paper but heaven and earth 
with ther aeteſtable. and. ſatanicall 
wickedneſſe. But to let them ſmkein 
their ſin,il they come to the bot tome 
of hell which is of old for the prepa- 
| red;who ſets not the whole world is 
rocked aſleep in the cradle of fecurt- 
ty, wallowing in their ſins hike fſhes 
in the ſea?ſo that we may take wp that 
_ which the Lord proclai- 
wed from heauen m the daies of Ho- 


| ſa, 


a le. Ae ett. Aft er et 


| 


tortheReader. 


| ſea, ſaying, TheLordhath 2con- 
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frouerſie with the world, becaaſe 
there is no truth, mercy, nor know- 
ledge of God, but by ſwearing and ty- 
ing, and ſtexling, and whoring they | 
 breake out ,and bloud toucheth bloud: 
and being rhus frozen in therr dregs, 
hauing madea league with death,& a 
conenant with hell it ſelfe they are of 
the ſame minde with theſe people of 
whom we [pake,ſaying,Tet let no mas 
rebuke or reproue another:for the peo- 
pleareas they that rebuke the Prieff;, 
not onely de[piſoeg inftruttion, and 
refuſing admonition, but they mur- 
mire at Moſes and Aron, andare 
ready to Ffone Caleb awd Ioſhua, 
the two C pt arnes of the Lords hoſt, 
and we are become their enemies for 
telling them the trath. Howbeit, whe 
the eies of mercifull men are ſet open 
the, & labouring to ſane their ſoules 
from being condemwed with the 


world beſeechins them to breake - 
: 


rr et. = 
at 


et 
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| the fallow ground of therr hearts that 
| the Lord might rains righteouſnes 


| ther. Steuens reward for his ſweet 
| Apology ,and though they hawe not the 
| authority of the Mag1itrafe, yet with 


| aſcemble.themſelues (as the Prophet 


| ding to the cuſtome of al wicked men 
| fro time to teme with reprochings & 
| renilings + with their venemons ar- 
| rowes, as meth as un them lies to ſhut 
and pierce thorow the hearts of the 
|. Saints of God, with that odious and 
| darmmable name of Hypoerite and dif- 
| [embler, (o that we may ſay with the 
[:2rophet Texemy: Ve are in derit- 


| and as beſaithelſe. where, Woe is 


__ 


pon them, they are. ready to giue , 


the. unruly cuill-of the tongue, they 


leremyſpeateth )' ſaying 5; Come, 
ler vs {mite them :. but how, with 
{wards or flaues? no ſurely, but with 
the curſed weapo of thetongue,accor- 


on dayly; euery one mocketh vs: 


me that.my mother hath borne 
me 


———. 


"Ws ” F 


:[me acontentious man; whomall 
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em 


ro the Reader. | 


the world hateth. Yeaſere!y ſo far 
may we be from ſtirring one another 
wp in this kinde, that wee may 
weep andſigh in ſecret, as diners of 
the Saints of God haue done, & wiſh 
with this Prophet, Oh-that my 
head were full of water, and mine 
cies a fountaine, of teares, that 1 
might weep day and night forthe 
{laine of the daughters of my peo- 
ple! Oh that I had in the. wilder- 
neſle a cottage of waifaring men ! 
Tea (arely if the wil of the Lord were, 
we could wiſh with the Prophet, that 
we had the wings of a Done that wee | 
might flie te the uitermoſt parts of 
the earth that we might be out of the 
reach & rage of the wicked men; but 
ſuch is the zeale of the glory of God, 
wherwith his children are inflamed, 
& ſuch is the nature of faith gwhere- 


the r with the large promiſes where- 
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with 
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| was Peters commiſsion that when he 
| was converted, hee muſt ſtrengthen 


' | ence ſhe hideth it not under a buſhel, 


| tire of greate#? afflittion that ener 


paſſe by this way, to behold and 


OE ts i UP CIT 


The Epiſtle Et 
with they are allured, that in deſpight 
of aiuels or men, they haue alwaies 
wade conſcience of this duty. Hence 


ſo many examples of this kinde, 1t 


his brethren. The wowan of $ama- | 
ria, when Chriſt came to her conſci- | 


but runneth mto the city with 0- 


neighbours: Come, ſee a man that 
told mee all that ener I did. Tea ' wee 
finde that this hath alwazes beene ſo 
preciſely obſerued that the children 
of God hawe neuer negleFed it in the 


tbey did ondergoe; onely two ſpall 
= in lead of many : whereof the 
firft is in the Lamentations, where the 
Church ſpeaketh after this manner: 
Have you no regardall you that- 


it is, thatin the ſcriptures wee hae | 


pen proclamation, ſaying to ber |. 
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ſee where there is any iorrow like 
vnto my ſorrow,which isdone vn- 
rome, wherewich the Lord hath 
afflicted mee in the day of his 
fierce wrath? IWheretn wee [ee the 
perpetuity of the lone of the children of 
God towards their Brethren, that e- 
#cn when they were «al deaths deore 
they called »pon their netphbours to 
make ſe of the iwdgements of G O D. 


j | A4nſwerable to ther , is that famons 


exarple of the Theefe on the Croſſe, 


| pur. 60. th/tanding the dolour and 
| | paine _— be lanznifhed, yet per - 

| Cciming the deſperate an4 feweful e- 

yer his er that hee wasin, 
| Gorph reproueth hiv, and w/cth di- 
' BETS arguments and reaſous ts moue 
him to lay holdof the Sazionr of the 
world as he had done before he died. 
Theſe examples ww cout torether 
with the reaſons abone ſpecified yov- 
ned this new connert (being alſo an- 


portaned by diners of his acquain 
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ranc?)o publiſh this litle Treatiſe as a 
fo ut of tus thankf«lneſje, like Dauid 
that would not offer a Jacrifice of that 
which co't lum nothing; and yet hath 
(as it ſeemeth to me) (ome bluſh or re- | 
{emblance, with that zeale where- 
with the holy Prophet. Dauid was #m- 
flamed, when haumg receined ſpecial 
benefits from the Lord, he hath theſe 
words: On come hither all you | 
that feare God, and I wil! teil you 
what the Lord hath done for uy 
{oule : making open proclamation as 
it were pon the Theater of the 
world or as he ſpeaketh,when hauing 
felt that ſweetneſse,of the which this 
author had a taſt he laboureth preſet- 
ly to impart it t; others, ſaying,talle 
and (ee how gracious the Lord is, 
bleſſed is the man that truſterh in 
hmzewer wſing a borrowed ſpecch fa- 
miliar to our ſenſes, taken from the 
faſhion of Merchants, who haning 


ſ. 


brought ſome rare and coſtly commo- 


dity |. 


—_— 


= 
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duty from beyond the ſeas, are wont 
to permit 4 taſte, and gin: a ſizht, to 
the end the buyer may be the more in- 
| duced to acc-pt of the ſame. An! true- 
ly this is the prattiſe of this nzw £51 
werted Prentiſe, who huing lien a 
long t:meſleepins in ſecarity, eftee- 
ming hizhly of the thins;s of thrs vaine 
world, till it pletſel the Lord #n mer - 
cy tolnoke upon him the ſcales fallme 
from his cies, ſo that hee percened 
the Lord comming unto him, sk:p- 
ping ouer hiles, and leaping oner 
mountaines (meaning his ſunnes,as 
may appeare by that wereadin Rom 
$. as one awaked out of a dreame, 
he marnail:d au1 yeioiced greatly at 
his wonder!ul deltuerar ceand being 
deſirous to make many partakers of 
his hap pineſse he tateth his penne and 
writeth this little Treatiſe and Labor 
of lone, conſiſting in ( foure) ſpecial 
heads,as appeareth in the firſt leafe o 


tt 


ee 


this booke, concerning the manner if 
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; you are not toexpecr much painted 


eloquence, filed phraſes, figures,allu- 
ſions, which haue little vſemore then 
ro tickle the eares; but euen with all 
humility aud meeknes,ont of his own 
experience, wiſheth comfort by the 
comfort wherwith he was comforted, 
9 Ged. Heere I remember part of a 
#ory in Samuel, where it is thus 
written : And Eliab his eldeſt bro- 
ther heard when he ſpake vnto the 
and was very angry with Daxid, 
and ſaid, why commeft thou down 
hither, & with who haſt thou left 
the ſheep?I know thypride & the 
malice of thine heart,,ec.Evey ſo 
1 feare mee, there be many Eliabs ſe- 
ptor to the yong ſeruant of God Da- 
uid, that will not onely impute. this 


worke to pride of heart, but wil aske, | 


IFith whom hast thou left thy _ 
that is, how hee hath diſcharged his 
duty to his maſter, indging it a 
matter unlawfull for him to meddle 

withall 


| 
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| not this liberty without extraordi- 


| |contrary,is hee a trades man, and 


| G” tothe Reader. 
withall, becauſe hee ſhall offer minry 
to his maſter in the prattiſe hereof . 
For an(were whereunto,we are to 0b- 
ſerue a difference according to the n4- 
ture aud quality of the place and cal- |* 
ling, Some ſeruice perhaps will 
warrant that which others do vutter- 
ly deny them : for art thou an artifi- 
cer and of an occupation ? thou haſt 


wary allowance of thy mafter. On the 4 


v/ing trafficke ? then the moſt and 
chiefe#t of his buſineſse is inreceining 
and delivering of commoiditiesgn the 
which much vacant time is 1dly ſpent: 
ana happy are you, and bleſt of God, 
that hane ſuch a ſernat;y5u may beſure 
ts be wel ex faithfully Aealt withal in 
the charge commited unto him when 
others are wickey abuſed. But if this 
ſuffice not, know you that hee had ex- 
traordinary allowance of his kind and 
fauourable maſler, © Moreoner, Tam 


B 2, of 
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ſurely now is it much more praiſe 
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of that prinity and acquaintance with 
him, that I may proteſt in the ſt ht of 
God, and before men, that this ver- 
tuous Prevtiſe, and ſanitifiel yong 
main, hath vſed of his owne ver- 
tuous diſpoſution, to riſe two or three 
houres in the morning, before he was 
imploied in b's maſters offaires,wh.ch 
asit was athing commendable , pro- 

ceding froma good inclination: ſo 


worthy, being found in the way 0 
rielt-ouſneſse, becauſe the tecchers' 
therof ax e highly tobe commented, ſo 


that we arent alwaies to reprone and 
contemne ſeruants in this kinde, lefi 
in ſo doing we gine 1 hard cenſure of 


David hwmſclfe,(of whom we ſpake 


ply and ſay, that Dauid cme in zeale| 
of Gods glory, to take the ſhame from 
Iſrael, which was much diſhonered 
by the wrcireumciſed Fhilifline, al 
fearefull;great ond huge monſter. In 
paluy. 


enen now. ) But happily yea will re-| 
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ſhall ſee the propheſies fulfilled, and 
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nature 1 anſwere that, Goliah neuer 
blaſphrmed the Lord of hoſts enore 
then wee, nor ener had more fin- 
gers and tres of deformity, Tmeane 
Papifts and Atheitts, which are in 
indeed the weapons ex nvtarall hes 
of our ſpirutuall Goliah, ſo th:t the 
e:uſe then of beth being not much vn- | 
lite, the an(were that followr1h ſhall 
not nfitly be applied, though not in 
the ſame meaſure of gr.ce, wiſedome 
ana +: odefty. yet inthe ſame nature 
of zeale, truth nd ſmcerity: anſwer 
with him inthe 29. verſe : Graue 
Fathers, maſters and ſuperiors, what 
haue 1 done, is there not cauſe? But if 
this Apology ſeeme on{ufficient, ob- 
ſerue with me breefly the benefit that 
commeth hereby, and the fault conſi- 
dered mill eaſily be wiped away. In 
the firſt place then it bringeth a com- 
fort to the Church of God, when they 


thoſe promiſes performed which Ing 
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Eſay:its 9] ice was declared to fall out 19 the 
latter age of the world, that the | 
earth ſhall bee filled with the knows 
ledge of the Lord, as the ſea isco- 
werea with with waters, Againe , 
Your daughters ſhall propheſie, 
Palms, | your old mEſhal dreame dreames 
& your yong men (hal ſee viſ16s. 
| Andalſo vponthe ſeruants willI 
ll; powreout my ipirit. {gatze,Out of 
| the mouth of Babes haſt thou or- 
dained ſtrength,becaule of their e+ 
nemies, Notwithſtanding theſe pro- 
pheſaes,T graut chiefly fulfilled at the 
comming of Chriit, yet in reſpet? 
E of the perpetuity of it, it is to ye- 
i maine wontill the number of the e- 
{| | lect be accompliſhed; yea, and wee 
| that are now liutmg hanue ſeene 
the extraordinary power .ani 0- 

peration of it, if wee conſider ſince 
| the ze of Luther, how the 4n- 
gell flying from the middeſt of hea-\il 
wen, hauing an ' enerlaiting Goſ- 
. pell 


locl.8. 
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pellin hts mouth to preach to the 
nations that dwel, wupon the earth, 
ſaying witha loud woice : Feare 
GOD, give glory to him: az 
Vn ſpeakeable and peculiar fanour 
of GO D.,, asour. Sauiour Chriſt 
Jaeth ; Bleſledare the eies that 
ſeerhoſe things which you ſec, 
and the. eares that: heare- thoſe 
thisgs which you heare ; being 


the fauour of God and men, that th 
may bee ſayed of vs, as if was of 11s 
owne ſpouſe: Who! is this that 
locketh forth as the morning, 
faire asthe Moone, pure as the 
Sunne,terribleas an armic with 
banners? Yea then we ſhall bee pre- 
tious tathe Lord, who ſo toucheth vs, 
toucheththe apple of his eie, and hee 
will ſay to our exemies: I charge 
you O you daughters of Teruſa- 
lem, by the Roe,& by the Hindes 


nor 


ell 


theonely meanes to bring' vs inta\, 


of the field, that you ſtirre not vp | 


<ant,6.9, 
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nor waken wy beloued vntiſlſhee 
pleaſe. Yea then ſhall wee be ſet a3 
ſeale gon his heart, and as a ſignet 


| vpon bis arme : for loue is ſtronger 


then death: Ieloſie is ernell as the 
graue, the coaics ther.of ave fiery 
coles, and a vehement flame : niuch 
water cannot quercr lone, neither 
c.u8 the fleuds drowne it. If a man 


weld grue al the [nbſ: ace of bus houſe 


|-for love the world would greatly c- n- 


termneit. Scconaly tt much adnan- 
ceth, declareth , and ſctteth forth the 
power of the Goſpel; when men are 
made of Lions, Lambs, their natures 
being chanped, that they. come wil- 
lingiy in the day of aſſembly, the 
loue of God eonſiraining them and 
the bleſsing of God upon them, 6.:4- 
ſing their ſennes to bee as the plants 
erowng wp in their youthes, & their 
daughters as the corner Hones gro- 
«en aft x the manner of Apelles, 
| &c. So that other nations being 
3 onr 


— 
es 


to theReader. 


our undges are forced to ſay of ws: 


ſuch a caſe, yea bieſled aic the 
people whoſe God is the Lord 
lchoua. Thiraly yt is exceeding con.- 
fortablez and no leſse hinorable to 
the graue fathers, and faithful lear- 
ned preachers of our cge, when they 
ſhall ſee the bleſsing of God wpon 
therr labours e* their chilsren which 
they haue begotten into the fatth 
by the word of trnth: like «rrowes 
iu the hand of th: Hrons man, and 
are net aſhamed ' to ſpeake before 
their enemies in the gate. So that 
they haue no neede of the approbati- 
on of men, or letters of recommenda- 
tions their Epiftles being written ndt | 
with inke & paper, but m the hearts 
of their children; and (hmeth in the 
world to the praiſe and glory of 
God. | 
Laſtly a notable motiue & prouota- 

tion to incite and ſitr vp the minds of 


Happy are the people that are in | 


Pfal,144.7 


| 


D(alws, 12; 


thoſe | 


lm. 
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| thoſe that are too ſlacke and negligent 


| azes, which Saint Tohn ſaw fo long 
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in this kinde, and may al/o be wſet as 
a whetftone to ſharpen and ſet an 
edge wpon finer wits, that ſo all the 
members of Chriſt both learned and 
wntearned may meet and ioine foot to 
foot, and ſhoulder to ſhoulder, oppo- 
forg themſelues againſt their great & 
common adnerſary, and being dire- 
fed by one ſpirit, 'may wvtter their 
watees both by praier & by preaching, 
that we may cauſe the kingdome of 
e Antichriſt to fall downe like the 
walles of lerichs; that ſo,tf it be the 
Lords will, we gbat are now lining 
may ſee that with the cies of our bo- 


ſunce with the etes of his ſpirit, and ſo 
with holy reioycing and gladne(ſe of 
heart we may ſay with bleſſed Saint 
Tohn; Iris fallen, it is fallen;grear 


Babylon, and is becomea cage of 
vncleane birds. Now if any ſhall || 
aske of me, who are you, and what | 
ey is | 


—— 


w the Reader. 


your name, whoſe iudgement the rea- 
der ſhould ſo much reuerence? In this 
behalfe,1 anſwere : If 1 were one of 
learning and eſtimation, perhaps 1 
' might cary thee away n9t vſing any 
great reaſon or aemonitration. On 
the contrary, if of no note and qual: 
ty,thou wouldeſt hardly be brought to 
embrace it though 1 brine ſtrong and 
forceable arguments and reaſons, I 
refer thee therefore to the boake it 
ſelfe, which is able to commend it 
ſelfe, to the conſcience of any indifje» 
rentreader, whoſe eaves being (antt- 
fied trieth words, as the mouth taſt- 
eth meat. Onely this Twill (ay with 
the Aapoftle Iames 3; Have not the 
faith in reſpec of perſons: aud 
then TI dare aſſure my ſelfe the Lord 
ſhall hae glory,and his children com- 
fort, The which upon the knees of my 
ſoule, 1 craue of his goodnes, and that 
he will increaſein the hearts of his 
Saints ſauins faith, and with faith 


Veriue 


QO—— 


lob. 34-3. 
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vertue, and with vertue, knowledee, 
and with knowledge trmper ance, and 


| with temperance. patterce, and with 


patience godlineſ/e, and with godl:- 
nefſie brotherlie kmaneje, and with 
brotherlie kinaneſse lone, that you 
may make your calling and election 
ſure, ſo that you may nener fall, 


_ 
/ 
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By him that prateth daily for the 
reace of Sion, and longeth to ſee leru- 
ſalem inher pefedt beactie. 


T. R. 
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' The contents of the C hapters 


following wm this Bovke, 


HAP. 1. of Gods graces and 
benefits, in free mercy bejlows- 

ea pon man, that thercby hee 

may be moued to ſerue his ainin? ma- 
teſty. fol.1.2.3. 
C nay. 2, Of the injinit andwon- 
ſpeakable benefit of Chriſts death, > 
m gus great ingratitude notwithſtan- 
ding, which all things whatſocuer in 
their kinde condemne, fol. 4.5.6. 
Cuap. 2}. Of the moſt miſcrable 
ettate of the Reprobate both in this 
world and in the world to Come, as 
alſo of the moſt bleſſed & happy con- 
attion, beere and hence, of thoſe who 


feare God, fol. rr. 12. 
Cuapy. 4. Ofmans fooliſh and 
ſeare- 


Pp IT 


The Contents, 


fearefull delay of praier and true re- 
pentance, till the uncerten houre of 
death and ſudden departure. fol, 
| 15.20, 
Cyay, 5, Of Gods manifold 
and pood meanes to bring vs to re- 
pentance and reconciliation with him, 
if we haue any ſparke of grace iÞ vs, 
28. 

Cunap. 6. Of three. excellent 
meanes of - good gouernement, fol. 
38 39. 

.  Cuap. 7, Of the good meanes 
to awake ivs out of the ſleeÞ of ſuane,, 
and to quicken vs toanew connerſa- 
tion. fol. 47. 48 
Cuae, 8, Of mans lamentable 
frailty and weakneſſe ener to bee ſu- 
ſpected,and the deſire hee (honld haue 
to be reconciled with God in Chriſt. 
fol.5 3.54. 

Cnar.g. Of true repentance EX 
the notable benefit therof fol.5 9,60, 


C nap» 10. of the excellent good, 
and 
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and profit of afflictions to Gods true 
children, fol. 67, 
Laſtly, two praiers annexed to bee 
ſaid in a prinate family both morning 
and enening, 


| 
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| T was a notable fay- 
©] ing ( my deere and 
22) welbcloued brechren 
win Chriſt) whoſocuer 
f was the Author, Thar 
=== there is nothing, great 

on earth but Man, and nothing great 
inman bur his ſoulez and cherefore 
as all creatures admire and ſerue, and 
benifit man the wonder of the world; 
ſo ſhould man himſelfe alſo- admire 
and tender, and ſeekethe behoofe & 
aduancement of-hisſoule the wonder 
of wonders:for this'is our glory, our 


crowne , our perfetion,--our: very 
C lifes 


a” 7 da db ” 


ler.12, 
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life; ſaue this and faue all. 

But I know not how it comes to 
palle : This which ſhould bee our 
cheefeand onely care, the molt part 
of men caſt behind their backes; and 
they that are taken to husband other 
matters well and prudently, in this 
are ſo ynthrifty andill husbands,thar 
they {ct allat fix and ſeuen, and ſuf- 
fer that onely pretious thing( which 
ouerballanceth che whole world) ro 
goto itrecouerable wracke and ru- 
ine, 

So that the Lords prophets of our 
time, hatte cuen as 1uſt cauſe as ever 
leremie had, to take vp that (ad com- 
pluint: Theearthis fallen to viter deſo- 
lation, for that there is no man that _ 
deveth in his heayrt,no man that ponde- 
reth arighr his owne eſtate : /ere. «2. 
But Acheiſme and, prophanenes, and 
ſecurelicentiouſnes, have gotten ſuch 
{way , that ſcarſe any man belecues 


| God to be God, ſcarle any mi thinks 


hee hatha ſouleto ſaue, they laugh, 
they make merrie , they feaſt, they 
frolick, they ſing 'care away all the 


day 
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mes, 
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Sz and 
other 
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id ſuf- 
which 
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en ſuch 
elecues 
thinks 
laugh, 
t, they 
all the 
day 


day long, as if heauen were but a 
dreame, hell bur a fable, the ſoule an 
idle title ofa thing which is not, and 
them(ſelues ſent hicher to no other 
end but to ſport and play, and follow 
the luſts and vanities of their wicked 
hearts. The Lord hath planted vs in 


about vs, he hath prunde vs, and ſer 
a ditch and a wall to incircle & fence 
vs, and now he longeth for che firſt 
ripe fruits, and weare all become like 
che ſummer gatherings, there is nota 
cluſter to prefer vnto him. And ther: 
fore many a time ere this, but that 
ſome good vinedreller hath entrea- 


ger, there had beene ſet to vs a hat- 
chet & a fire (an vnquenchable fire) 
the tuſt reward of ſuch vnproſicable 
rrces, as doe but cumber the ground 


| the fearefull danger wee ſtand in by 


whereinthey grow. 
O my btettven, that we would be 
once but ſo wile as to ſee our folly,& 


meanes thereof. Bath God created 
vsIn his owne Image, tharwe ſhould 


a good foile, he hatch pur freſh carth | 


ted weemay ſtand yct one yeare lon. | 


C 2 thus 
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thus vilely & continually deface his 
glorious likenes? Hath Chriſt redee> 
| med -vs fromthe power of the Diuel 
-with no leſle price the his owne hart 
bloud, that yolumtarily wee ſhould 
caſt our ſelues into the bodage of Sa- 
can ? Hath he by offering vp him- 
{elfe for vs, purged vs fromfin, that 
we thould afreſh run headlong to vn- 
cleannes? Hath he therefore made vs 
hcires of hcauen, that through our. 
owne default we ſhouldbe Grebrands | 
of hel17Hath hee therefore ſaued our 
ſoules,that we thould negligently & 
wilfully caſt away ſoules and bodies 
for cuer. 

Where is our zcale to God-ward ? 
where is our reverent feare of his ma- 
ie{ly:wher 15 our Chriſtanity? where 
is our faith and godiines?where 1s our 
thankes we giue to the Lord for his 
ſo innumerable benefits? where is our 
ſeruice & obedience we yeeld to our 
Lord Teſus, Chriſt for his ſawing 
healch? nay whereis our very reaſon 
wherein wee difter from bruit beaſts, 
who by nature arelead to defire and} 
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is een 


follow things profitable to them, & 
co ſhun the hurtfull : and yer we ha- 
uing the direQion of reaſon, & the 
iIlumination of grace beſides, haueno 
deſire ofenerlaſting profit,nor feare 
of endlef(ſe deſtruction? 

Whar if God ſhould inſtantly ſend 
forth the decree of his wrath vpon vs 
to roote vs out of the Land of the li- 
uing, and would recejue no interceſ- 
fton or atonement for vs, as he threat- 
ned his owne people when they had 
prouoked him ro wrathy that though 
Noe, Iob and Daniel ſhould beg tor 
them, yet he wouid not heare them, 
nor ſhould his affke&zon bee towards 
ſuch a people? 

Oh my nA this ſhould bee 
to vs, ithad been good for vs we had 
neuer beene borne, yea the vnreaſo- 
nable beaſts and ſenſeleſle creatures , 
themoſt vgly things of nature were 
in happier caſe then wee: for they 
haue no reckoning to make whe their 
ife 1s gone out x or their ſub- 
ſtance diſſolued, bur then beginnerh 
our wofull audit,then our debts and 


ar- 


3 
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arrerages ſhalbe produced againſt ys, 
then thall wee heare that heauy ſen* 
rence, Bind him hand and foote aud caſt | 


him into otter darknes, whence he ſhal not 
come ont till he hawe paid the vitermeſt 


farthing. But the Lord ia mercy hath 


yet ſpared vs (though it be nor long 
fince that he made che gravero open 
his wideſt mouth ypon vs )itis yet 
called to day , his cie is yerrcady to 
pirie vs, & his cares are open to heare 
vs; let vs not harden our hearts and 
provoke him as wee have done with 
our wickednes and impenitencie, bur 
let vs both ſoundly and ſodainly con- 
uert to him, and he will receiue vs & | 
imbrace vs, and his fierce wrath ſhall 
beturned from vs. Oh how well ic 
becomes a man ( faith the wiſe He- 
brew) when he is reproued, to ſhew 
repentance, for ſo ſhall hee eſcape 
wilfull finne. Conſider what I ſay,& 
che Lord give you and me vnderftan- 
ding in allchings. 

And now ler vs enter into ſome 
larger diſcourſe of this matter, chat | 
we may the better ſec our vanitieand 

follic 
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follie in going on in our fins,and put- 
ting off our repentance and conuer- 
ſton (as we doe) from day to day,and 
from time to time, to the high dif- | 
pleaſure of almightie God, and che 
feareful hazarding of our owne ſalua- 
tion. And becauſe [ ſpeake to ſuch 
aSare (many) of iberall education,& 
(all)of good capacitic,and apprehen- 
ſion, I will tiemy ſelfe ro ſome order 
inthe handling hereof, not tchat1 
would ſeeme to take ſcholarſhip vps 
me,whichT do freely confeſle [ haue 
not, but for that I hauein other mat- 

ters found the profit of order , both 

to the writer, and to him that rea- 

deth. 

Firſt therefore I beſeech you, as 

you Joue and tender your owne 

fules{whichT doenow loueallo, e- 

uer fince I beganto louemine owne ) 

conſider with.me not ſlightly, bur e- 

"uen with a deepe & earneſt thought, 

che tremblable eſtate of a man vncon- 

uerted, and the dangerous inconue- 

niences we runneinto , by our impe- 

[nicencie- and obſtinate perſiſting in 
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our wicked waies. And I truſt ( by 
the cooperation of Gods grace ) 
though euery inconuenience ſeueral- 
liecannot moue vs, yet all of them 
jointly rogether ſhall afte& our harts 
and ſtirre vs vp to ſome more care & 


conſcience of being that which wee 
would be called. 


WELERERR 
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CraP. 2, 
FX Lmightie G OD, inthe 
4; Creation aſſignedto euc- 
&\/ry thing in the world 
Yiſome particular end, 
and impreſled in their 
nature, an appctite - and defire 
to that end continually, as to 
the very point and ſcope of their 
beino : As we ſee birds make their 
neſts, and breed vp their yone; beaſts 
Skuffle for their fodder & paſtorage: 
| Fiſhes 


_ 
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Fiſhes flote vp and downethe riuers; 
Trees beare fruit, Flowers ſend forth 
{ſweet odours, herbes their ſecret ver- 
cues;Fire aſpires vpward with all his 
might; Earth hath no reſttill it come 
into his proper region : Waters poſt 
vponthe necke one of another, to 
the boſome of the maine; Aire puth- 
ethit ſ{elfe into every open voidnes 
vnder heauen. This 1s cleare in our 
owne obſeruation, and experience: 
and ſhall weethinke that man (rhe 
moſt noble creature) (for whoſe 
comming all this pompe and ſhew 
was {zt in order;as tor their Lord and 
King ) was made in vaine, .and had 
not his peculiar end appointed him 
alſo proportionally tothe noblenes 
of his - qualiry and condition ? Yes 
doubtles,that God that ci neuer erre 
nor ouerſee in his workes, allotted 
vato man the worſhip and ſeruice of 
his maker in this world, and the en. 
ioying of the ſame his makers glo- 
ry for euerinthe world to come, as 
his maine obicand aiming point, 
whereto he ought to tendand freferre 

him- 


Chap. 2. 


| The Prentiſes praiſe in godlines, | 
himſeclfe all his dates. ; 

Now for man to {warue from this 
end, and to ſerue the Dauuell, 
the world and his ſenſuall luſts, and 
being made for heauen, to follow the 
dire&linethar leads ro hel,is to ſhew 
himſelfe more baſe and degenerate, 
then themoſt baſe and brutiih crear 
tures in the world,and to be condem- 
ded & cried out vp6 by them corinu. | 
ally » for chey keep to chis day with- 
out digreſſion, their proper ends and 
aſignements, enioined them by their 
maker in the creation; onely man 1s 
irregular,man alone powres out him- 
_—_ incoall kindeot riotand difors 

er. 

Oh my brethren curne againe,and 
conſider ſadly of this point; Shal the 
little Bee and the Emmet fo careful- 
ly do Gods worke, and fulfill the 
tascke which hee (hath ſer them? 
ſhal the ſenſeleſſe one, being forced 
ro mount vpward againſt his inclina. 
tion, ſinkeand deſcend againeas faſt, 
rill it come to the center which is his 
homeand end ? and ſhall man {the ]- 


mage | 


him- 
1{ors 


,and 
il the 
eful- 
| the 
1m ? 
"reed 
-lina- 
faſt, 
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mage of God) runne bias from his 
_- and do euery other thing more 

chen the worke preſcribed vnro him? 

ſhal they(filly reaſsleſſe chings)keep 

adire& courſe without any volunta- 

ry ſwaruing, and yet haue no tutor 
or reiembrancer ? And ſhallwe euen 
wilfully ſtray and vary, having our 
owne hearts filled full of vnderſtan- 
ding & tudgement,& being ſo many 
waies called vpon,and pulled by the 
fleeue,as it were, beſide? Shall God 

take 10y of all other creatures,& one» 
ly repent that he made man? what a 

ſhame of ſhames is this to vs? we read 

in the prone and groueling faces of 
beaſtesthatchey were made bur for 
the carth vpon which they pore: And 

do wenot likewiſe in our owne ere 

and loftie countenances, that our end 

1s heauen,and heauenly things,as our 

vpright ſhape, and high-raiſed looks 

tend thitherward continually. Bur 

what ſhal I ſay ? *ro him that knoweth to 
do well, and doth it not, to him it a ſine, 
yea finne witha witnes. 

Againe, whereas man haning by 
his 
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The premtiſes prattiſe in goalines, 
his wilfull fall and diſobedience loſt 
thole excellent powers and priui- 
ledges, wherewith at che firſt he was 
endued; andenthralled himſclfe for 
euerto finne, death and hell; as it was 
forethreatned he ſhould, if hee did 
caſt ofthe forbidden tree : it pleaſed 
the Lord,out ofhis vnutterable loue 
co his choiſelt peece of workman- 
ſhip, to ſend his owne cuerlaſting 
Son out of his boſome to pay downe 
the ineſtimable ranſome of his inno- 
cent bloud for him ;8& in ſtead of the 
earthly paradiſe which he had loſt,to 
give him heauen(the ſeat of his owne 
Maieſtie, and the habitation of this | 
Angels and pureſt ſpirits) for his in- 
heritance, conditionally, that for his 
freedome and bounty he ſhould ſerue 
the ſame his Lord inholines & righ- 
ceouſneſlle before him all the daies of 
his life. 

And ſurely if any eLhen being by 
endenization made a member of rhe 
ſame body wth the naturall children 


ties and commoditics, doe willinglye 
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acknowledge himſeife bound and 
an{iwerable to the publike lawes of 
that country wherein he is denized, 
much more ought we that are forrai- 
ners and ſlaves by birth, being in- 
franchiſed and made free denizens of 
heauen, and fellow citizens with the 
Saints of God; much more( 1 ay ) 
ought we1n lue of this ſo beneficiall 
legitiation to conforme our ſclues 


lawes,and ready to execute the mol! 
iuſt charges which our God and king 
hath impoſed vpon vs. Ignorance 
oftheſe lawes, none of vs can pre- 
tend ; both becauſe they are ſo ſhort, 
and compendious ( for God deliuer- 
ed them at firſt but in ten words, and 
our Sautour hath ſince abridged thoſe 
ren into two, compriſing notwith- 
ſtanding in that Epitome. the very 
end of all law and equity) and alſo 
becauſe wee of all places of-the land 
are by Gods miniſters, the paſtors of 
our ſoules, ſo plainely and carefully 
caught them from time to time, as 


afterward ſhall be ſhewed. 
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chis moſt oracious lord in ſuch a 
diſloiall faſhion;co ſhake off the yoke 
of his precepts, and kicke al his com- 
mandements aſide one aſter onother, 
when they lie in the way of our pro. 
ficor our plcaſure,and to go on with 
a bold face and a high hand, mult. 
plying ſinne vpon finne, withour any 
mind of turning to berter waies,rii we 
be wrapt with age, or pined with 
ſicknes,or worne out with finne.that 
cuen fin hex ſeife caſtes vs off,as vn. 
ſerviceable: what rebellion or ingra- 
titude can there be coparable to thi? 
O my brethren, is this to ſerue God 
in holineſlſe and righteouſneſle, not 
one, bur all the daics ot our life, from 
che firſt co the laſt ? Is this the Nate of 
lifewe hopeto go to heauenin? haue 
the vnſandified any title of the inhe+ 
ritance of the Saints? or the children 
of the Diuell, to the bleſſed freedome 
of the Sonnes of God? Is their part 
in che faluationof Chriſt, that dayly 
and hourely crucife him afreſh, & in 
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Now then for vs (the premiſles 
waighed)to cary ourſelues towards 
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aiolly ſcoffing brauery, deride his 
paſſion, as it his backe were broad. e- 
nough to beareall cheir filch? 

Do we looke that the Lord ſhould 
performe the grant when wee faile 
in the condition? 15 not our breach of 
couenant with him a fruſtrating oi 
his indentment with vs? Belecue it 
iy brethren, belecue ir, whileſt wee 
remaine in our fins, the Lords grant 
remaines yo1d ; we cannot claime the 
benefite of one drop of Chriſts 
bloudznor of theleaſt part ofhis me- 
rits: the ſhaken ſword of the Cheru- 
bin hangerh oucr vs, we ſtand bam- 
{hed trom the paradiſe of Gods favor, | 
and liableto the ſcucreſt penalty of 
thoſe his lawes which we haue viola- 
ted; onely fo long as that penalty is 


O 


not inflicted, fo long doth the Lord 
expect if at any time wee will renue 
our couenant by repentance, and fo 
_ out of the ſnare of the Diuell, 
of whom we are holden captiue todo 
his pleaſure, 
Moreouer, when we were ſprink- 
led in the holy Laucr of Baptifme 
(which! 


7 TE 


(which is as it were the wombe of the 


Church) where our regeneration or 
new birth was farſt ſera toor, we vow- 
ed a vow to, God, which ought of all 
Chriſtians ro be molt holily obſer. 
ued; rhat wee would perfe& that 
newe birth of ours euery day more 
and more by belecuing his word , 
obeying his commandements, morti- 
tving our fleſh,copreſling our luſts,re- 
fiſting the divel,renoucing the world 
& fighting mafully vnder his biner a- 
cain(t all oppoſitio, that finaly hauing 
fiſhed our courſe we might receiue 
che crowne of life, which he hath pro- 
miſed ro them that continue faith- 
full vaco rhe death . 

Now our impenitencie &c weltring 
in ſinne, 1s not onely anot foſtring, 
buta very killing of our ſpirituall na- 
ture in the fr{t ſecede or kernell; a 
breaking of our vowe to God); nay a 
very denying of God and his word, 
anabie& yeclding vs to his and our 
enemies, a cowardly running away 
fromthe ſpirituall battell at the farſt 
ſtroke {tnking; a wilfull loſing of 
our 


nu ———_—_—— 


The prentiſes prattiſe i godlines, | 


" 
| 

: 

: 

£ 


and his true freedome. 


md 


our immorrall garland, and an occa- 
fon to make Chriſt ( the great cap- 
raine and finiſher of our faith) viter- 
ly to caſheere vs out of his band, as 
hauing in vsno ſparkle ofthac gene- 
rofity and braue-mindednes, which 
oughtto bein ſuch as wearehis co. 
lours,and beare armes ynder his ſtan» 
dard. 

- The wiſedome of the world is, to 
retainero the ſtrongeſt part : and\me- 
chinkes we hauing becne bred v 
vnderthe worlds wing, ſhould by 
chis time haue caken our that point of 
wiſedome,and retaine to, Gods fide: 
tor his 13 the ſtrongelt and ſureſt fide. 
O my brethren, looke backe to your 
Bapriſme,and learneto amend. Let 
not the royall {haralter which God 
hath ſer ypon vs by the miniſtery of 
his Church be any longer thus vilely 
blurd and defaced by our enormous 
finnes. Let vs not breake our vow 
ro God, leſt he binde faſt his curſe 
tovs: Leaue nor the Lord of hoſts, 
ro whom we haue giuen our names, 


and thoſe powerfull legions of his 


bleſled 
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| blelled Angels (our contederates and 


euarders 1n his quarrel)ro ioine with 
the Di ucll, whom we haue defied, & 
with the world ,& finand the fleſh,(a 
ſort of cowardly rebels) which will 
chemſelues cut our throates when we 
leaſt ſuſpe& them. Butlet vs new. 
| deep our ſeJues in the water of contri. 
tion, and that will ferch againe the 
primitive colour,which was put vp- 
on vsinthe day of our Bapritme. 
Ouer and beſide all this, whereas 
the paticnce and bountifulneſle, and 
long ſuffering of our God, in ſpa- 
ring vs ſomany yeares, and waiting 
for our amendment (though in the 
meane time wec force him to com- 
plaine that he 1s pre(ſed vnger onr ſinnes 
41 acart us preſſed vnder a bard load of 
ſhenes) I ſay, whereas this gracious 
patience of his ſhould leade vs tore- 
penrance; we by continuing in ſinne, 
doabuſe his patience, and heape vp 
greater wrath vp6 our heads, againſt 
the day of wrath, and declaration of 
the juſt indgement of God, which 
will ſuddainely ouertake vs. God is 
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followerh? 2 .ifa man wil not turne (af. 
terall Gods waiting )thE he wil whet 
his ſword,& bed his bow, &makerea-« 
dy his arrows again(t ſuch prouokers, 
When we (ce wrathin a mans face, 
It 15 an argument that he will ſtrike, & 
weare wont to ſhun & giue backe tro 


him. Ler vs take heed, Gods face 


| a0 (Gith che Pſalmiſt) every 


ay : heere 1s focbcarance:; but what 


lookes very angerly, we haue dared 
him ſo long, and puthim fo to it, that 
he cannot nold his fingers, he muſt 
needes breake out incoblowes : And 
the blowes of hts anger are no lighr 
ſtripes, bur eucn deaths wounds, as 
all the Land from Dan to Beerſpeba, 
will beare witnes. 

O then my Brethren, if this Lion 
roare,who wil not tremble & crouch 
before him? if he knit his browes 
that meaſureth heauen with his ſpan 
and waigheth che mountaines in a 
ballance & cleaueth the rockes with 
his voice, who dares Jooke him in 
the face, who ſhal be able to abide his 


frownes? were we as huge and ſtrong 
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as Behemoth or Leniathav, hee will 
(purne vs asa chip, and crample vs 
ynder his' feere as the mire in the 
{treetes, 1f we incenſe his maieſty, or 
{urre vp his wrath and iealoufic a- 


egainſt vs. The Kings,and great men, 


and ſtout Captaines and Warriours, 
nide themſelues in caues,and in holes 
ot the earth fro the feare of the Lord 
when he riſeth vpto be auenged of 
ſinners. 

O what ſhall the ſhrub in the wil- 
dernes do, when the Okes of Baſoan, 
and the { edars of Lihanus are thus 
ſhaken ! how dareſuch filly wormes 
and graſhoppersas we, confront the 
almighty, and prouoke him yearly 
& hourely with new and new finnes, 
(never once renuing our repentance) 
arthe blaſting of the breath of wkoſe 
diſpleaſure the hilles melt, and the 
foundations of the world ſhake and 
are remoued? Though he haue worne 
one rodof peſtilence to the ſtumps 
vpon vs,and throwne it by, ſtanding 
and !ooking at our, behaujour after it, 
he can call for another and another if 

our 
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our great hcarts be not come downe, 
& repentance & a change appearing 
in our hues;orhe hath famine. ſwords 
wild beaſtes, bed)em waters, treaſures 
of ſnow and haile, lighcnings, thun- 
derbolts &c.or he hath fevers, palſies, 
gours,choliks, cakers wolſes,tympa- 
mes,6c.to _— preſumprtuous fin- 


houſe 1s neuer ynfurniſhed withrods, 
and ſcorpions too,if we put him to 
it. Surely my Brethren we aretranſ 
formed with Nebuchadnezar into 
beaſts, and the hearts and vnderſtan 
dings of men taken from vs, if this 
conſideration moue vs not to abo. 
minate our fins, and ceaſe from our 
prouocations, wherewith we have 
prouoked this God of anger againſt 
rs, c{pecially when he hath pur vpſo 
many abuſesand villanies of ours all 
our life hitherto, wee 1uſtly deſer- 
uing euery moment to be rooted our, 
and hee being able many thouſand 
wales to haue executed the ſentence 
of our deſtruRion vpon vs, 
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} Hat which hath beene ſaid 


7 ot 
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| WES in the former chapter,might 


299 £89 lufficeto workeinvsamind 
ot repentance,and a change of life, if 
we caried in euery of our breaſts a 
meecke and docible heart; bur be- 
cauſe the greater number(which farre 
exceedes the better)haue their eſlen- 
call part of a harder kind of temper, 
we muſt beat vpon them with more 
ſtrokes, & proſecute this matcer with 
further declaration. 

As the weldoing ofa man after he 
is reconciled to God, fils him full of 
inward peace and comfort.and makes 
him cheereful and confident inall the 
cumbers and cuils of life, ſo itis the 


rorment the finner,to wound his con- 
ſcience, to fill his ſoule full of terrour 
| and 


property of finnero diſcomfore and | 
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_—_ of vnreſt, and held in in bon- 
age ynder cucry oppreſſion of thetr 
owne conceites, * The vagodhe flie 
(ſaith Salomon) whe nove parſaeth him, 
but the righteous ts confidewt as a Lion. 
And IMeofes in Lemit. amonsglt other 
euils threatnedro.the tranſgreffors of 
Gods commandemencs alleageth 
this: The wag ging of « leafe ſhall make 
them afraid, they hall flee ws rf a ſword 
did chaſe them, and they (hall fall no man 
purſuing thi, And elſe where direQting 
his ſpeech to the ſame men: The Lora 
((rh hee) (pull giuethee a trembling 
heart, anddazzting ries, and ſorowe of 
mn, T by life ſhall hang before th+e,ana 
tho ſhalt feare both might and day, and 


warning thou ſpalt [ay,would God it were 
enening, th at enening thox [þ.11t ſay, wold 
Godit were mao»rning:for the feave of thine 
hers which-thou ſhalt feare, and for the 


put haus none aſſurance of thy life: [n th. | 


and perplexity,and ro aggrauate cue- 
ry lictle outward aduerſtry. There 1s 
no peace faith my God,cothe wicked; 
bur cerrour and trembling is in all 


their life, They are poſleſ{ed with a 


{ay. 
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ſight of thine exes,vovhuch thou ſhalt ſee. 
A miſerable ſtate of all thoſe men 
of reprobate mindes, which haue ſold 
themſelues ro worke wickednes vp- 
on the carth, and caſt the teare of 
che Lord behinde them; they dread 
euen the ſafeſt chings, and the more 
they oftend the more they feare, their 
whole life is a butchery of cheſelues, 
and all their daies as the dates of a 
priſoner that 1s condemned , They 
chinke euery little cracke to be the 
voice of ruine, and cuery idle ſound, 
che forerunner of deſtruction. The 
beames of their chambers ſeeme ro 
deceive them, and the walles and raf. 
cersto lay hold vpon them, their own 
ſhadow 1s ſuſpected to betray them 
and the ſtones of the ſtreet to con. 
ſpireagainſt chem; whereſoeuer chey 
gothey thinke they are deſcried, and 
Gods executions are out to take the. 
as aman thatis far in debt, thinkes 
in cuery window ſtands a creditor to 
obſcrue him,and almoſt every one he 
meetsto be a Sergeant toarreſt him. 


There lodgeth 1n the middeſt of 
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chem a domeſticall fury, which eft- 
ſoones breaketh offtheir beginning 
reſt, and ſcourgeth them(as one {pea- 
keth)with filenc laſhes, which arenot 
heard of the neerclt abour chem. If 
they be not yer puniſhed, they looke 
that they ſhall be. !f chey bee, che 
preſent feeling of eviil induceth (bil! 
tcare of worle, when one peril 1s paſt, 
chey thinke another 1s behindez and 
when that is eſcaped, yet a greater is 
ro come: ſo {hl che firſt feare 1s inhe- 
rited by the ſecend, and the ſecond 
by the third,and one by another, thar 
chey cannot recouer any ſparkle of 
confidence, nor promiſe themſelues 
one minute of ſecurity. 

What they deſerue, that they cx- 
pet euer,and to expett paine,ts ma- 
ny times more Ppaintul then to indure 
painezeuery thing is againſt chem, for 
they are againſt themſelues; whatlo. 
cueris ſpoken or read, they feare it 
is ſpoken and read of them: when 
any thing is faulted, their owne faulr 
preſently comes in their way. Eucric 


them 


nod and winck they imagine, notes | 


| ſome- 
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ſomething concerning them, they are 
their own accuſer,their owne witnes, 
their owne iudge, their owne hang- 
man, they find no placeto fly vanto, 
fortheir conſcience (till purſueth the, 
& them(clues of chem(ſeluesare wou- 
ded and thruſt thorow. Aske of che 
dates of old,andt!1ey will ſpeakeit,& 
the yeares of paſſed generations , and 
they will confirme 1c, that thoſe cer-, 
roxs & diſcoforts are the fruirs of (1a ; 
inquire of Cainr, Baltazar, Sawl, Indas, 
Nere, inlian,and they will all cry with 
one voice, rhat the pangues, prick- 
ings, vareſts , and frights appropri- 
ate to all wicked impenitent perſons, 
are (as it were) certaine flaſhes of the 
flames ofhell fire. But whatneed we 
raiſe vp ſucha cloud of anciEr deceaſ- 
ſed witneſles ro confirme the point 
we haue in hand? ſpeake any wicked | 
man amongſt ys{and lethis tongue be 
a trueembaſſador) whether hee feele 
notin himſclfe ome meaſure of this 
forloranes, whether his hart bee not 
often as cold as a (tone in his bellie,& 
all his ſtrength as water porred ot wpo 
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the earth, And though he ſtrengthen 
himſelfe and ſtriue neuer ſo to expell 
ſrom his minde this vncheerefulnes 
and daſtardly faintnes, borrowing 
many times of the bodie the ſolace & 
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whereby he may {ceme to haue ſome 
peace( like the ſick man, who in his 
| ſleepefeelerh not his paine ) yet after 
char ſhort and ſower mingled fivcer- 
nes he returnes tothe chaine of his 
old bondave,& his wonted oripings 
ſeaze afreth vpon him. 

O my brethren, this biting memos» 
ry of finne, this worme of conſcience 
whach will not bee bribed, this pale 
hartleſnes that ſeazerh vpon vs when 
the offence is A , makes the 
moſt obdurate ſinner ſomtimes to re- 
lentand condemne his owne doings; 
and to ſay to himſelfe , Sure,to do well 
24 farre better. 

This makes themoſt jimpudent a- 
dulrererto think ſometimes the chaft 
married bed to yeeld more contented 
reſt, thenthe wanton couch ofthe 
ſtrange woman, 

This 
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This makes the driikard ſometimes 
tothinke the moderate vie of Gods 
creatures with thankeſgiuing, to bee 
much better borh for body and ſoule, 
then his vaineand beaſtly exceſles. 

This makes the murtherer and furi- 
ous man ſomerimes to preferre peace 
and gentlenes before the bloudy had 
or the quarrelling tongue. 

This makes theſpirefull wretch,to 
thinke him that loueth and benefiteth 
another,to be more bleſſed and belo. 
ued of God, then heethat with a low- 
ring brow plotteth and praCtiſeth for 
his neighbours hurt. 

This makes the deceitfull tradeſ- 
man to thinke ſometimes one wel got- 
ten groatin trueth and conſcience, to 
be greater riches then many pounds 
of wicked thrift. 

This makes the couctous oppreſlor 
to thinkeſometimes the liberall Al- 
moner and good houſekeeperto bee 
more acceptable to God & man then 


the greedy churle that makes the 


poore offer to his box, and wrings 
pence out ofthe hirelings wages. 
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O why ſhould wee delightin euill 
when the Authors themſclues are dil- 
pleaſed atir,and aſlure vs that vpon 
chereckoning there is nothing but 
cerrourand diſcomfort to bee gained 
by ir? 

And why ſhould we not loue wel. 
doing, when the very enemies ther- 
of commend it? as being the ground 
of a quiet conſcience, and thar is like 
a cotinuall teaſt, where there is mirth 
and cheare all che day long. O wy 
brethr&,itis the inward purenes of the 
heart that neuer makes vs change co. 
lour: it 1s innocencie that neuer galls 
the mind, neuer pricks the inward 
owes 1s ſeaſonable repentance that 

reedes that internall glee, which isa 
certaine taſte ofthe future felicity,and 
a beginning of the ioyes of heauen it; 
vs$, and that which maketh vs feele 
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incredible pleaſures amidſt che moſt 


oreuous troubles & milerics of this 
life. 


Once (faitha godly writer) war 


| 245 in paradiſe: Now paradiſe is in man, 


ard that is the ioy of a good conſcience : 
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which makes him confident and (e- 
cureand reſolute ar all tunes; fo rhat 
though the heauen ſhould melt, and 
che carch be remoued, yet he1s vnſha- 
ken, for he knowerh in whom he hath 
belecued, and if the Lord be God, he 
[hall not nuſcary. 

Wouldeſt chou haue this ſecurity, 
this peace, this boldnes? wouldeſt 
chou live this bleſſed life > wouldeſt 
chou bee without frights, withour 
checks,without prickings iathy harr? 
chen fly from finne, abandon all char 
may offend the Maieſty of G O D, 
worke out your falnation with feare 
and crembling,ſfeck the Lord,cal vp- 
on him, truſt in him, thanke him, 
ſweare not by his ſacred name; pro- 


rell not, hate notinthy hearr, let not 
the ſunne go downe vponthy wrachz 
defilenot thy body through luſt; co- 
ſen not , oppreſle not, ſlander not , 
couet not another mans, labour to 
lay truely both now and to your hues 
end,that thou maiſt ſay with the bleſ- 
ſed Apoſtle, I hauc endeawonred ro 
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walke 1n all good conſcience alwazes, both 
towards God andtoward: men; and that 
ſame peace of God which paſlerh all 
vnderſtanding , ſhall keepe your 
hearts and mindes in Chriſt Ie- 
{us, 

Butif youletgotheraines to your 
old licenciouſnes, and bee more wic- 
kedr5 day, then yeſterday,& co mor- 
row, then to day; if you ſay to the 
good motions of Gods ſpirit, as the 
falſe friend in Salomon to his neigh- 
bour, Go,and come againe to morrow: 
or as Feſtus ro Paul, when ] haue a cou- 
Kement time, [ will heare further of you : 
and fo paſle along your daiesin al] 
1ollry & voidnes of care(your things 
ſceming to be in peace becauſe the 
ſtrong man hath full poſſeſſion of all) 
yer when the leaſe a life ſhal be 
expired, and the parting houre 1s 
come vpon you, then your fin which 
ſlept before the dore,ſhall ſtart vp & 


le heauy vpon your ſoule and con- 


ſcience;and then howſocuer the Lord | 
may haue ſuffered you to thriue, and 
grow great inthe world, yet you ſhal 


find 
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find that it is not your ſoft beds, nor 
your precious waters, nor your ſweet 
muſick, nor your pleaſant company , 
nor your ſealed bags, nor yourrich 
purchaſes, nor your ſtatutes and eu1- 
dences can eaſe your minde, or buy 
you this peace, this bleſſing, this inc- 
itimable creaſure, which a religious 
life might hane purchaſed before. 
Beyond all this,whileſt we remain 
impenitent, G O D hearechnot our 
prayers. If / incline my beart toany 
vvickedneſſe, the Lord wuill not heare 
me: the ſacrifice of the wicked is abomu- 
nation tothe Lord, nay their very prajer 
is turned inte ſinne . And what comfort 
can wee looke for in the troubles and 
dangers incideEc to our life, when that 
which ſhould bee our refuge & ſhel- | 
cer to reſort to, encreaſcth our dan- 
ger, and inſtead of bearing of the 
itorme, falles downe like a ruinous 
houſe vpon our heads? ive are belides 
our of the compaſlle of Chriſts incer. 
ceſſion, he excepts worldings & wic- 
ed ones by name out of his prayers: 
Andithe will not plead our cauſe, 
who 
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who dares ſpeake tor vs ? 1t wee bee 
outof his proreion, where 1s our afs 
{urance*any deſperate viliame, may 
ftrick his dagger co our heart: the D1- 
uell may reare vs 11 peeces,and carry 
vsto hell, there 15 none to fuccour 
VS. 

Morcouer whileſt we rake part with 
linne againſt God, all the creatures 
cake Gods part againſt vs : the horſe 
hath his heeles ready co ſtrike our our 
breath,the bull hath his nornes rea- 
dy togoare vs, the boare his tuskes 
ro haunch vs, the dog his phangs to 
pull outour throates, the tiles ouer 

our heads are preſt to braine vs, the 
| fly in our cup co choake vs,our owne 
knife is ready to glance into ourfleth, 
eucry thing elfe 1s ready ro worke 
nuſchietero vs, cuery littleiob vader 
our feete to give vs a brufing fall,and 
they doe onely wait while the word 


accompliſh their charge. 

Beſides, fo long as we continue to 
worke euill inthe fight ofthe Lord. 
and doc nor turne ynto him with all 
our 


ye 
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our harts, and thinke vpon his com- 
manJementsto doe them , nothing 
{hall be ſuccesfull vnto vs; God will 
curſe our bleſſings, & our wal: s ſhal] 
not proſper, wee © ſhall bee curſed in 
che citie, and curſed in the field;cur- 
{ed ſhall our basket be & our dough; 
curſcd thall be the fruit of our ls 
and thefiuir of our land; and the en- 
creaſe of our cattell; curſed ſhall wee 
be when wee go our, and curſed alſo 
when wee come in. 

The Lord thall ſend vpon vs cur- 
lng, and trouble, and ſhame, in all 
that weeſet our hand to doe. 

Markeyct further how particular- 
ly the L ord gocth on with his threat- 
nings. Thou ſhaleberroch a wife, and 
another man ſhall lie with her, thou 
{halt build a houſe, & ſhalt not dwell 
therein, thou ſhalt plant a vineyard, 
and ſhall not eatethe fruit thereof. 

The ſtranger that is among you 
(all clme vp aboue on high, & thou 
{halt come beneath alowe { % ſhall be 
thy head,and thou ſhalc hap the tale. 
Thou ſhalt bee contemned in thine 

owne 
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Thou ſhalt neuer but ſuffer wrong 
& violence alwaies,ſo thar thou ſhalt 
be cuen mad for the Gehr which chine 
c1cs ſhall ſee: rhings (hall o0 locroſle 
notwithſtanding all chy prouidence 
and induſltrie, that ſhall make chee 
at thy witsend rothinke of it. 

O my Brethren, who would conti- 
nue in {inne one houre e longer, that 
ſeeth himſelfe hemd in on everie (ide 
with ſo many curſes and iudgemets, 
as 1t were ſo many armies ofthe Lord 
fhghting direRly againlt him? who 
would lay his cies 'rogcther, before 
he had made his peace: with God,and 
once for euer bid defiance to his tor- 
mer fins? who would line this wrer- 
ched life ful of vexation and terrour, 
and curſing; forlorne of God and his 
Creatures, & deſtitute of all ſuccours, 
without any care to redreſleit, till he 
be come to thake hands with it, whe 
he may preſently redreſle it by pre- 
2nt reconciliation with God ; when 
by caſting off tinne in this houre, he 
may inthis houre caſt off al cheſe cur- 
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fles and nuteries dcCcompanying {lunne, 
and fo both hueca bleſled life all his 
cime. and cloſe vp lus dates with a} 
Hleſled death, which ſhall be che be. 
gmning of erernal! lite? what fooliſh 
bodie wouldly forcy or fifty y eares+ 
| mortally languiſhing of tome diſeaſe, 
refuſing to be curedall his beſt rime, 
and ſeeking helpe onely 1m his laſ' 

worſt time, when the cure is doubt 
full, by rcaſon nature 15 decayed,or 1! 
he recouer, yer hecannot enioy h1s 
health aboue a day ora weeke, or a 
month, and then giue ouer lite & ai}: 
But ten thouſand tmes worſe infatu- 
ated are they that would hethe whole 
agcofa mi 1n a mortall languiſhment 
ofſoule( as it were bedred by reaſon 
of ſinnc)and neuer take the phy lick of 
repentance, till they he gaſping for 
breath, when it1s vncertaine whethe: 
chey thall then haue leaſure co repent, 
orifthey repent, wherherit will be 
of force and able to fetch life in the 
ſoule being ſo farre gone in that del 

perate conſumption : or if they reco 
ucrand live che true life, (which rare- | 
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bothto chemſclues and others, 
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ly happens) they livein a ſort too late 


Hey have ener proued 
» vnprofcable in religion 


We && 7 chart haue held coo much 
==> i 


of that cruantly rule 
—_ I the way ta well dog I: 
neuer tor Late, Therefore Salomon calles 
vpon yong men t» remember their 
Creatur 1n their yong daies,as if well 
doing were newer t99/90ne. And the A 
poſtle exhortech the Hcbrues ro call 
Ine vpIn an»ther , torurne to God, 
whulcitic is called to dayznotto make 
It a morrowes worke : his reaſon 15. 
Leſt any of you be hardned through 
che decertfulnes of finne, See heerc 


Ing in ourfianes and putting oft 
E 3 olll 
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chen one maine danover of dwel- | 
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our amendment from one day to ano. 
er: the longer we continue in {inne, 
the more we arc hardened 1n {inne, {0 
thatar length wee cannot repent, no 
though » ve feekeic with: cares, as 
Eſaudid. Iris as eaſic to temperthe 
flint ſtone berweene our tingers,and 
to makeit foft and phable tor ſealing; 
as to ſupple our ſtone kerts, and Ne 
the to reccine the uypreſſion of 2 2race: 
you thinke you can repent when you 
will, and apprehend the mercies of 
God when your owne leaſure ſerues 
you; but youare deccined, it1s not 
inmant> orderhis waics, nor to re- 
rurne into the right parh, being nul. 
lead. Sinne 1s cunning and will make 
you beleeue you way come and goe 
without entanglement or reſtraint; E- 
ſpecially whileſt you haue day lieht 
enough before you, Bur truſt not this 
Heering /ahel, for if you vle to turne 
in to ſleepei in her tent,and taſt of her 
milke and butter which ſhe can ſet in 
a Lordly diſh, ſhe wil(when you ſuf. 
pe&tleaſt) nayle your head to the 
ground,that it ſhall be impoſſible to 


get 
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get looſe from her. This Dale hath 
a crue of Philiſtines ready in a corner, 
when ſhe hath ſhorne the lockes of 
your ſtrengch vpon her lap, to come 
vpon you and bind you with fetters, 
and put out your eies,that you ſhall 
neither haue power to itart, nor yet 
ſee the meanes to make an eſcape. 

In your youth ſhe will reach you 
ro excuſe your nultreadings, with, /s 
is the uzre: and when char cxcule 15 
our of faſhion by reaſon o' more 
yeares puld ouer your heads, chen the 
willteach you another. Apologie, /: 
hath beene my cuſtome,and 1 cannot leaue 
it: and then folioweth hardnes of 
hearrthat you canot repent(che grea- 
teſt iudgemetthat God bringeth vp. 
on a man or woman 1n this:vorld) 
for then we are paſt hope, God hath 
decreed our deſtruction, and all the 
prayersand ſuffrages of the faithtull 
(whichare of great force) will doc vs 
no good. God wil anſwere as hee did 
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to leremie: Dae not treat me for them, 
make uo interceſſion: to doe them good, 
for I wil 1n2no wiſc heare you, I haue 
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chruſtchem ouc of my fight, & I haue 
decreed to deſtroy them. Yer you may 

preuent this iudgement: yer your cu- 

{tome of euil 15 not ſo {trong but you 

may breake it: yer you may caſt oft a 
licleand a liccle by good cuftome, thar 
which you have gorat times by euill 

cuſtome:yet your hearts are tender & 
flexible, deferre not the new moul- 
ding of rhein,til they be growne per- 
uerſc and incorrigible; iay hold of of- 
fered grace,whuleſt the accepted time 
& the day of ſaluation laſts. Remems 
ber, he that promiceth mercie to the 
penitent, hath not promiſed repen- 
rance to the preſumer vypon mercy, 
norone day of life xo thedelayerof 
repentance. 

But you are yong and healthy: 
what then ? therefore you are not 
hike to dic? do not lambes skinnes 
come to be ſold as well as ſhcepes 
Skinnes ? Noe we not ſce and hceare, 
where euer we go, thatmen and wo- 
men die, thatwere neither fickenor 
old? wce may fay we will goto mor- 
row to ſuch a place,to ſec ſuch a com- 

mo- 
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modity, to receive {uch a ſunune ot 
money, to make merry &c. and yet 
before cÞis next cuening may hearc 
thac voice; Foole, to preuent thy 
bargainings, thy talkings, thy mern- 
ments 6c, this night betore the more | 
row, thy ſoule ſhall be taken from 
chee. Aske but thar one ſtreet which 
leadeth from cheCity ro the common 
1udgement hall, how many times her 
{tones hauc beene beſtained with the 
recking gore of murdered men, ſince 
the beginning of this laſt terme; and 
ee]l me whether life be ſo ſure aching 
when ſo many ſound bodies hauec 
eroand their laſt in a peaccable well 
couerned City, within che compalle 
of oneterme, and the limits of one 
ſtreer: and how knowelſt thou whe- 
ther thy time be not as ſhort as theirs 
ſceing(asI ſaid afore)not onely wic- 
ked men vpon earth, but all the Di- 
vels in hel},& all the creatures in the 
world are armed againſtthee,whileſt 
thou remaineſt ympenitent and wel- 
tereſt jn thy lannes. 

Thou knoweſt how ſhort warnivg 
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Ezeckias had : Put thy houſe #n order, 
for thou ſhalt die and not line. And eA- 
ron: Bring Aron and Eleazar his ſonne 
vp into moxnt Hoy, and cauſe bimto 
put off hu garments, and put thers vpon 
b1s forme, and then he thall die imme- 
diarely vpon the top of the mount. 
Wha if the lik- warning were g1uen 
thee? where is thy repentance then 
become? wherearethy good purpo- 
ſes for hereafter? Then chou wilt cry 
out; if I' had knowne my time had 
beene ſo ſhort, I would long ere this 
hauc reformed my wates: If1t were 
now to begin my life, I would take a- 
nother courſe. In whar ſantimony 
and vprightnes would I walke before 
God & mam? O that the Lord would 
ſpare mea little beforeT goe away 
from hence, and be no more ſeene ! 
O char he would allowe me bur one 
moneth or one weekes reſpite to be. 
waile my ſinnes and ſue for mercy ! 
Wouldſt thou then be a new man? 
beſo now; Would(ſt chou then ſeeke 
Gods fauour ? ſeekeitnow. Would(t 
thou then amend all faults? amend 
them 
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chem now. Why doeſt thou not pre- 
uent thoſeifs and conditions, which 
will then bee bur fooliſh choughts? 
why doeſt chou not that this day, nay 
day by day all chy life long, which 
thou wouldeſl doe at ſuch an extre- 
nury,fecing thou knoweſt not which 
willbethy laſt day : why doeſt chou 
not doubt al thy daies & endeuour to 
beſucha one alchy life,as thou woul- 
deft beat the poinr of death ? 

Bur pur caſe thou knewelt thy life 


| would be lengthned out to ſome for- 


ty or fifty yearcs more, and thatthou 
wert aſſured not co dy the vemolt ex- 
piration of thoſe ycares : belike then 
chou wouldſt nothing bur follow thy 
luſtes the while, and thinkethe laſt 
yeare ſoone enoughto reforme thee. 
Bur blind fooles they are, char are 
thus conceiced:ifthoucanſt not with 
che ſtraining of all chy finewes pull 
vpayong ireeoftwo or three yeares 
planting, how wilt thou _ to pull 
it vp, wheathe ſpurs of the rootes 
are faſtened deep on euery fide, and 
the boughes arc liketo the couering 


of 
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of arent quer thy head ? Allay to root 
out but one vice now, whileſt it 1s 


freſh and greene and thou ſha'r finde 


ira matter -of ſome panes and difhi- 
culty: and willit be eaſter, chinkeſt 
chon, ſeuen cares hence, when the 
cuſtome of it is growne toa habit. or 
as1t were another nature,and the ge- 
neration therof multiplied to an hun- 
dred & to a thouſand ? 

Say a man were now to carry a bas- 
cer of ones fro London Bridge to [- 
{1:ngron, & ſetting for ward abour the 
itoopes with the þasker on his ſhoul- 
der, feeling the watght thereof to 
pinch and wring him. (hould preſents 
ly (!tke a true Jouer of his eale) ſer 
it downe againe till another r1me, 
and every day the while, come and 
put in more ſtones, ri]]1t were heape 
full and running ouer; would you 
chinke the basker woul d be lighter at 
'aſt for theſe daily additions. or this 
man likeltertocary it through then, 
being grown ruſte with many yearcs 
ſloth whe it madehim ſhrug to ſtand 
vnder i 1tinthe beginning, while his 


ſftreng th | 


q_ © cum cm<- 


and his true freedome. 


ſtrength was trelh? No,no; my deere 
brethren) the longer we continue in 
finne, the tuller and heauiter growes 
che basket, and the ynweldier wee 
crow that mult be che porters. 
Come,come,vp Buh it, carry it you 
muſtzand it will never be higher, nor 
3 ou better able ro beare it, then you 
be ar this preſent; firame your ſcluc- 
for a turlong or rwo, though it fit vn» 
ealie at firſt, you ſhall finde it lighte! 
atrer aliccle vſe. Better ſmart once, 
then ake euer; ſet abourir & defpairc 
not of rhe ſuccefle, by conſideration 
of the difficulty: pray God both 
humbly and continually to impart 
vrito you his holy ſpirit, andto thed 
icoutin your hearts, through leſus 
Chrſt,chat you may compreſlc yout 
owne afteaions, and by his ſtrength 
oucrcome all umpediments, & walke, 
more in all holy obedience beforc 
hin:.only be not your owne foe, feed 
not char ſame humour of lingring,ler 
nat looſe the raines co your corrupt 
afteftids, which cry ſti], alittle more 
ſleep, a little more ſlumber: For the | 
holy, 
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holy Ghoſt doth not aſliſt- cowards 
and ſluggards, & ſuch as fit idly with 
cher armes folded rog ether, but rhoſe 
chatlabour and endeuour earneſtly to 
came their natura!l wickednes, and to 
croſle the ſwing of their lults, thoſe he 
deemeth worthy his aide,and they 11 
him, ſhall be more then conquerors. 
Set your hand to Gods hand, & the 
worke will be nothing. T he violent | 
and reſolute, that breake thorow all 
oppolition, chey and no other take 
heauen by maine force. 

But ſay that che Black-n.oore 
could change his skin, and the Leo- 
pard his ſpots, and that you hauing 
learned all daies of your life ro do c- 
uill, could at the laſt repent and doe 
wel, yer what an vnthakfull & vabe- 
({cerving rhing were itto ſpend your 
y outhful daics in the pleaſures of the 
world,& the ſeruice ofthe Diucll,& 
chen to bring your crooked & worne 
daies to offerto the Lord? To call 
the Diuell and the world to the feaſt 
and full diſhes, and ler God ſtand at 
dore waiting (among the beggers) 
or 
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for the reuerfion & ſcraps? The Lord 
himſelfe 3s driven ro complaine of 
this baſe meaſure by his Prophet: 
When ye bring the hind for ſacrifices you 
ſay it u not emnil, and when ye bring the 
lame and ſich, ye ſay it is good enongh for 
Ged.Offter it now to thy Prince; will 
he be content with thee, or accept 
thy perſon, ſatththe Lord of hoſtes? 
Repent and be athamed of this ingra- 
ricude,play not the harlots with God: 
let none haue the maidenhead of 
your youth, but your deere Lord & 
husband : Letnone enioy the flower 
and beauty of your time, but hee that 
bought you with his precious bloud 
you are his, giue him his owne , ler 
him haue it new and faire, nor when 


| 1t 15 mangled & miſuſed that one can- 


notbut luſh in the preſenting of it. 
Caſt your ſelues into his embrace- 
mentin your youth & health whileſt 
you haue ſomething to commend 
you,G his armes are open to receme 
you; ftay not looking for. a bette! 
match, this 1s the beſt that euer you 
ſhall lght on; take it whileſt it 18 of- 
fred 


———— 
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tred, you {hail neuer repenc you of 
your carlic beſtowing, Hereafrer 
perhaps God will hold you vawor- 
chy of his loue,as hertofore you held 
him vaworthy of yours ; and fcorne 
youin your old age and ficknes, as 
you ſet not by hun 1n your health and 
youth. The five virgus for Iingring 
bur one houre and that 1nrheir youch 
and prime, were ſhut out of the mar- 
riage chamber, ahid had this an{were 
to their knocking, I know you not, 
you are no friends nor gueſts of mine. 
And ſhall we thinke the Lord wall 
open vnto vs,and giue vs a cheerful 
welcome, hngring nor houres bur 
yeares,and proſtcucing our virgins 
cy and primeto the world & the Di- 
nell, Gods ſ{worneenenues? Yerthe 
the doore is open, you may fill you: 
iamps with oite,and be wiſe by their 
harmes. But if you putic to hereaf- 
ter,the gates will be ſhut,andall your 
knocking will be butſo many fruit- 
les ſtrokes, rebounding vpon your 
owne hearts, 


Laſtly, whileſt we lie ſoaking in 
{inne |. 
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fin and rcturne cuery day'to our old 
vomit;we do pile vp more and more 
wood for our owne burning.I meanc, 
we.. do increaſe our accounts againſt 
chat ficy:day of wrath; which will 
come vpon ava theefe in the nighe,in 
which the heauens ſhall paſſe away 
wich a noiſe, and the element ſhall 
melc wich heat,and the earth with the 
workes that are therein {hill be con- 
ſumed ; then thall all che choughts of | 
our hearts bediſcouered; and an ac- 
count required of cuery idte word 
char we haue ſpoken; So'ſtri&t ſhall 
char judgment be, Wherewilthe vn- 
zodly and{mner appeare, when che 
righteous ſhall ſcarſe be ſaved 2 whi- 
cher will chey tuirne them 'when they | 
ſhall ſeetheLatnbe curned into a L1- 
on, their Saviour their Iudge , and 
cheir [udge;-cheir witneſle, againſt 
whoſe teſtitmony, there is no excep- 
ting they will wiſh mountaines lay 
on cthemro keep them from that mee- 
ting : what will cheſe differers of rc- 
rance being prevented and caſt 
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The Prents/es:pratt1ſe tn goalines, 
{ver for themſelues inthar great ap- 
pearance, before the awfull Maieſtic 
chat {its vponthe throne? with what 


confuſt9n.and ſhame ſhal they ſtand, 
when he ſhal fay vnto them, / ſens you 


' | entothe world to doe my will, and you 


haue done your owne wils? I allowed 
you time and meanes to repent, you 
deſpiſed both time & mcanes andre 
pented not : I gaue you many good 
motions inyour hearts to make you 
returne vnto me: and you put me off 
{Ull after ſo long waiting, with, What 
we will amend; Did yon thinke [ wonla 
pardon you at laſt? How conld you then 
18 conimon gratitude diſpleaſe ſo gration, 
4 Lord * Did youthinke I would not 
pardon you2: what madney beſotted 
you that you durſt 'offend me with- 
out hopcofpardon? I witl now ve- 
refie my words which Lſpake by my 
meſlengers, which I ſent. ynto you; 
Becauſe. you haue hardened your 
hearts againſt me, youſhal not center 
into my reſt : Goe ye curſed inte enerla- 


| /wng fire. prepared forthe Diuell and 
his Angels. 
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ſow and bis. true freedoms. - . > | 


| ir berothe godly, borl-yorg! men} 


| ued God berines, and taken paines 


| ro youall the good thar he hath pro- | 


| and Queenes co raizne with him and 


_ 


O how thaltcheſe 1mpenicenclin- 
gerers then take'on , howling-and: 
raving, and curſing the day of their 
natiuity,chat the aireſhil-beeuen cra» 
zed with their hideous and gaſtty 


clamours ! And what a comfort wHl 
and yong maides thac haue have ſer\;| 


ro mortifie their luſts;to ſee the Lord 
ar length proceed in iuſtice againſt 
the careleſſe- wicked ones, which 
haue liued inall pleaſures and eaſe in 
this life, when they themlelues hauE 
beene afflicted and maligned and de- | 
rided, forthe profeſſio of the Goſpel 
ot Telus Chriſtz 

O my Brechren and Siſters, when 


the Lord inthat day ſhall have done 


— 


miſed,and tha! hane made you Kings 


his roiall Son for euer:then 1t ſhal be 
no gricte nor offence of mind ynto 
you, that you have not powred' out 
your ſ{clues intoall excelle of riot. & 
commitrred finne with greedineſſe, 
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Then it ſhall not repent you chat you 
have conſecrated the flower ot your 
youth to G O D, who is ſo bounti. 
full a rewarder of themchat ſeek him. 
What hurr ſhall it becthen vnco you 
that you haue ſhiined this Juſt, & chat 
follie: this vice and that wavrcnnes, 
which you might haue commurred 6 


what need you then ſtomack ar i: 
that you haue beene termed mode{} 
fooles and preciſians, and ſuch other 
names of diſgrace by che godlcile 


a1uſt ſentence, & haled away to end- 
leſſe crormenes before your face ?| 
where they ſhall beg that one of you 
may be ſentro dip butthe rip of your 
fingerin water,to coole their tongue 
inthe middeſt of the flames, & ſhall | 
not obtaine itz who wonld nor rather | 
mourne for his finnes now, and for- 
ſake them now, and change his 
courſe now, though it be with ſome 
vneaſe and wraſtling atthe firſt,then 
to waſh hee had done ſo afrerward 


| The Prentiſes pradtiſein godlines, 
| as. the prophane and vngodlie doc. 


whereunto you haue becne tempted: | 


multitude, whom you ſee damned by þ f 


when | 


t 


life wmadnes,| and their end withour 
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in thar dolefuil morning and ecue- 
ning muſickeof the wicked in Hell, 
We bane wearied our ſelues in the waies 
of wickednes and deſtruition,and we hane 
gone thorow dangerons pather, but we 
haue uot knowne the waie of the Lord. 
What hath pride projfired vs, ar vubat 
benefite hath the pompe of riches brought 
v?? Allchele things are paſled away 
with a ſhadow,and as a poſt that ri- 
derh mainly by : we haue had the 
righteous in derifion, and in a 
ble of reproch * We fooles thought their 


honour : Bur loe, they are counced 
among the children of GOD, and 
their portionis among the Saints. So 
haue we erred in our imaginations, 
andthe ſunne of vndeſtanding hath 
notriſenjvpon vs. Now wee know, 
when it hurts vs to know, now wee 
vaderſtand, when ignorance were a 
bleſſing. To concludethis Chapterr 
and this firſt pare of my Treatiſe, 


whenit is roo late ? and to tament and | 
roare in thar remedileſſe horrour | 
and deſpaire for cuer; bearing a part 


para-| 


Wild. s. 
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whatſocuer you-haue becne in the 
,ycares paſt, be new men now, I will 
not-giue you reſpite till next yeare, 
nor next moneth, nor next morrow, 
bur. even this day, this night, this 
houre in which thouart admomiſhed , 
amend.: remember the name of the 
Lordis I AM foreucr,and he likes 
notthEthat arcalwates, I wil be,repe« 
rance1s never too foone,.fo long, as 
the fin is gone before. 

Youth:is the Spring, «Age is the 
Harueſt;1none we ſowe,4n the othcr 
wee reape;1f in our youth-we ſowe||' 
the ſeedof vertue and obedicnce, we 
(hall:in ourage reap che fruirs of1oy, | 
peaceand perſeueranceto euerlaſting 
lite,xt the rares of vice and licentiouſnes, | 
1t wall 5d hard it euer the harueſt bee 
other the vnprofitible budles, which 
wil:burkmdle the vnquenceab'e fire | 
of hel} ypon our: heades.. Let your |' 
creation,or-your redemprion,or vow 
in Bapriſme, or the power and paci- | 
ence of the Lord, or the terrours of | 
conſcience; or Gods reiefting of our 
praters, or 'Chrifts denying you his 

inter- 
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interceſſis 10,0r the fighting of the crea 
rures againſt you, or the Lords curſc 
vpon your bleſſings;or che hardening 
of your harts by cuſtome of ſin,or che 
vncertainty of yourdeathgorthe diffi 
culry of late reperance, or the baſe & 
vnbeſceming meaſure offred co God, 
or the inc caling of youraccounts, or 
the ſtriftnes ofthe laſt indgemenc, or 
h-11 fire it ſclfe, orallthele rogether, 
route anditarcle you from your bed 


of froth , and cauſeyou 'to reforme 


your lines renounce the world & 
worldly wickednes, and to honour 
che Lord your God, or ever he take 
+15 light fr6 you,& or euer your feet 
tumble inthedarke mountaines,leſt: 
xhile you looke for the light he turn. 
[rinco the blacknes of the Thadow of 
death. Burifyou will not heare me 
chat giue you ſeaſonable warning,my! 
very heartſha}l mourne 1n ſecret fo1 
vour ſtubt ornnes, & mine eyes ſha} 
weep and raine dowh reares, becauſe 
,c Lords people are feld vnto fin, 
X the children 'of my''mother are 
caried captine'to deſtrition. 
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©; the milchectes & dan- 
£5 
UE Ny? 3 hable to, ſo Jong as we 
[arc vnconuerted: -Con- 
fader with me next the 
meancs which the Lord hath ordai- 
ned for our conuerfion that if wee 
have'a mind, of returning We. may 
make vſe of them andnot -negligent- 
ly paſſe thera ouer without any Fruit, 
15 ourfaſhion hath beene in former 
times. Almichtie GOD hath given 
vs farſt our lite & bcivg inthis world, 
he hath made ys men, and breathed 
in vs a reaſonable ſoule, whereas whe 
the clay was in his hand, hee might 
haue 


&/) 
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haucr moulded vs into any ocher 
ſhapehath giuE vs our (cſes,& diltri- 
bured all our limmes, according to 
cheir proper and ſcuerali fun&ions : 
he hath put all the creatures in ſub- 
:etion vnder our feer: ſo that from 
the glorious Sunncin the firmament. 
co the little Emmet thar creeperh vp- 
on the dull, cucry thing doth vs ſer- 
uwce. He hath preſcrued vs hitherco 
all our life long from innumerable 
dangers, whereinto others have fal- 
len, and whereinto we had failen if 
his-gracious hand had not vpholden 
vs: And ( which paſlcth all this) 'he 
hath by the deickimd ſufferings of 
his owne Son redeemed vs from the 
mouth of hel,inro which elſe we cue. 
ry mothers ſonne of vs irrecouerably 
were fallen. Now faith the Apoſtle, 
this boutifulnes of God leadeth vs to 
repencance. Therefore hath hebe- 
ſtowed all theſe benefies vpon vs, and 
promiſed many moe, thereby co ſtir 
vs vÞ to abandon yicious life ,andto 


ſed leruice. Trie mee faith the Lord, 


4 arts 


whether 
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berake ouriſclucs to his holy & blef: | 
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The Prenti/es pradt;je in godlines, 
whether willnot openthe windows 
ofhcauen & powre you out bleſſings 
without meaſure if youwill returnc 
vato me. | 

O my Brethren,if. your hearcs be 
not ſauage, how can it be bur: this 
kindnes of ſo greata Maicity,thould 
binde vs to him for euer ? what beaſt- 
ly ingratitude 1$ 1t co turne ſo many 
comforts and good things,as he hath 
gtuen vs (that we might be the ber- 
terable to ſerue him) co the diſthonor 
and iniury of fo louing .a giwer 
by vſing chem to ſerve vs in finne? 
our dogs are notſo vngratefull ro 
their maſters; the Lions and Beares 
haue ſhewed more courtefie & thank. 
fulneſle. to their benefaftors. Thar 
he hath ſpred our table with full d1 
thes,and made our cup to ouerflow : 
thathe hath allowed vs warme clo- 
ching by day,and a well fethered neſt 
rocouchinart night,& bodily health 
eo make theſerhings ſweerer and ber- 


ter talted ro vs; are bounties that we | 


cani ncuer deferue while we hue 


yidrall the: obedience we are ab!c 
ro 
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es, .. adn bus true freedome. 
| | Br CES) 
ws| f [wo performe. Butthat G O Dfor wan 
ngs ſhould become man, and that God 
rne| 5 | forman ſhoulddicinthe fleſh, and 
| luſtaine ſo many ſhametull mdigm 
be ries and intollerable paines in ac- 
his compiiſhing the worke of our re- 
uld} * demprtion; this onely, this wholiy & 
alt-] | *his more then all things. doth chal- 
any .enge vntoit even by {peciali de{err, 
ath} } | all ourlife all ourlabour, all our fer. 
zet=| | uice and al ourloue. Thara man frak- 
nor | ly giveth his goods to another, 1s a 
uer| |} roken of noſmall bountie; bur to be- 
ne 2 itow his owne life for another, and | 
o| }? chat nor for fiiends but for enemies, as | 
res the Sonne of God did, when he died 
nk. for vs, it is an incomparableand an | 
har vncoceiueable bounrie,the Angels of 
d1 heauen do wonder at it, and defire, | 
W: (as Peter ſaith) contwally ro behold 
clo- | | and looke into ir: and furely if this 
neſt bountie and cratiouſnes of our God, 
alth cannot win ys to cleanſe our waies 
DEt- and forſake our {innes, all the dewes 
we | of grace are quite and cleane dried 
ue vp inour hearts,and there 1s no hope 
bir chat any thing will 'win vs. But vt | 
oy | W111 | | 
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The Prentiſes pradtiſe in godlines, c 
will fall out by vs, as Efdras 1n his ſe- 
cond booke and 9..chapter grayely 
denounceth againſt ſome like vs. Sach 


44 #n thery life hane rererued benefits from 
the Lord, and hare not regarded to kuow 


not vnderſtand, but deſpiſedit: they muſt 
be tanght after death by pane what it ts, 
to recompence emill for yood, 

Another good meancs to bring vs 
co repentance is, the conſideration of 
Gods iudgements executed vponſin- 
ners inall ages, who God hath made 
examples for our admonition , on 
whom the ends of the worlde arc 
come. The Angels for one {inne were 
cthrowne out of heauen, Adaw for 
one fanne caſt out of Paradiſe, and all 
his poſtericy after him condemned to 


finne turned into apillar of ſalt, 24o- 
{es and Aaron for one ſinne debarred 


Michel for one finne plagued with 


barrenneſſe. The whole the of Ben- 
| 14 vr 


mt 


nw 


iam; but hane abharred bn law whileſt | 
they were yet inli5ertie , and when they | 
had yet lerſure of amendment, and wonld | 


perpetual! miſerie. Zocs wife forone | 


from entering the Land of Canaan, 
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iamin for one {in rooted our. Three- 
ſcore & renne thouſand Ifſraclites for 
one finne of Daszg!, in three dayes 
conſumed with peſtlence . Anarias 
& Sapphirs for one ſtruck dead inthe 
place. And yer thou afrer many thou- 
ſand finnes, crie{t ſill God 1s merci- 
full, and preſumeſt chat thy part in 
chat mercy will be as great as che 
thicfes ypon the Croſle. God © mer- 
crfall,l deny it nor:So the Phyfician is 
Skiltull, and yet giues oucr his pati- 
ent ſometimes, becauſe he ſees him to 
be incurable, Ifrhoube damned,jr is 


but becauſe by deferring repentance 
thy heart is deaded, and thouart paſt 
recoucrie. Tell we not ofthe thiefe 
vponthe Croſle, for of two theeves 
one was damned. Ir was a miracle, 
and miracles were no miracles if they 
were common . All the Scriptures 
thorow there is notone ſuch another 
example to be found : and thereforc 
for chee preſumptuouſly ro gocon in 
chy fins vpon this ſhaddow of hope, 
15 all one,asif fompgood fellow ſhould 


hope 


es 


not becauſe the Lord wants mercie, | 
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Chap.s | 


hope his horſe would ſpeake Engliſh, 
becauſe once Bel/aams Alle vyitcred 
piainely the language of AZoab. Sure- 
'y thefe be they that deſtroy them- 
teines with the workes of their owne 
nands (as Satowon (aich) calhng 1mi- 
itie vntorhem both with hands & 
words, & when they think they haue 
a friend of 1t, they come to naught. 
Buc what {hou'd | ſpeake of anct- 
:nt tudgements,when thoſe thac haue 
veene executed ar our owne doores, 
haue not wrought vpon our hearts? 
To omnr all other , what are wee the 
becter for thar dreadfull peſtilence ſo 
lately amongſt vs , when Death hke 
x mercileſle ryrant thruſt all our of 
doores: both old and young beforc 
him, as if he would cake -oſleſſion of 
our houſes one after another, ull hee 
bad feazed the whole Citic into his 
owneyvic? O my brethren, thoſe thar 
be not blinde may fee, there is not 


one ſinne lefle rhis yeare, then was | 


che laſt . In the Church'rhere is as 
much carele{lnefſſe and contempt 
of Gods word:In the ſtreetes as much 
| pnde, 
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ſtading his Maieſtics act of reſtraint) 
In other places as much filthineſle, 
and as little conſcience and deuotion 
as cuer there was before, ſo that the 
Lord may complaine of vs as he did 
of old: [ haue ſmitten chem, and they 
haue not ſorrowed ; I haue correfted 
chem. for amendinenr, and they are 
worſe. and worſe. The Lord. grant 
we benot caſt off (as a father caſts oft 
his vnthrifty ſonne, when no meanes 
will reclaime him} and chat the re- 
mou of his plague from vs(ſecing 
wee :arenotbettered. by ir) be not a 
kinde of cruell pity : anda giuing vs 
vp to our owne- hearts luſt till our 
iniquity be full, that wee may then 
fall by an: vtrer deſtruction, chaſte. 
ning 1a the meane time the countries 
round. about .vs, as hauing ſome 


 hope:of their turning and amend. 


ment. | 
+ Let vs therefore with all ſpeed 
humbleour {clues vnder Gods migh- 


ry 
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pride: lntne ſhops as much lying and 
| tweatiag : In che Favernes as much | 
| drunkenneſle and exceſle (notwith- 
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ry hand, and makea 'godly wvlc of 
his iudgments char cuery licie chaſtif- | 
meErof his may driuc vs toalothing' 
& forſaking ot our former euil wates; 
chat we may ſtand in awe and nor 
finne : for our God 1s a icalous God, || | 
and a conſuming fire, ſo thall hetmel 
a ſauour of reſt, and recciue an at- 
conemenr for the land; fo ſhall the 
light of his countenance be lifred vp 
vpon vs,and ſo ſhal ic go well with vs 
and with our children after vs zncheir 
generations. | 

: Another very dire& meanes to this 
end, is thepreaching of Gods word 
& rhe voice of his Prophets 6c mini- 
lters,riſing vpearly,& premomiſhing 
vs of ourdiger,&thewing vsche way 
wherin we ſhouldiwalk.Therforethe 
Lord when he fentthe Prophet. '{ere- | 
mic to: the people:of Iſrael and Iuda, 
he bade him proclaime a faſt, and cell 
them what he had chreatned againſt 
chem: Becauſe(ſach the Lord)wmay 
be when they heare the euill _ I 

urpoſe to brin n thenv, they 
yn eyes ms. Men RT 
and | 


ves, | 


_ 4 
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and fo by that meanes | may forgiue 
chem their finnes,and receiue them to 
fauour . This is the menna that came 
downe from beauen, this 1s the Inmmart all 
ſeed by which ſo many are borne to God. 
How great cauſe haue wee to bleſle 
the Lord that it hath plcaſed him fo 
co diſpoſe of vs, that wee ſhould be 
borne and bred in ſfucha time. and a- 
mong (ſuch a people, as profeſle the 
faich of Iefus Chriſt , and are daily 
caughrand inſtructed borh to belecuc 
nike accordingly * Our Fathers 
longed to ſcetheſe dayes ; and could 
not ſee them we feareno burning nor 
impriſonment for profeſling che do- 
Arineof Chriſt, wee neede nor croſle 
the ſeas to ſeeke inſtrution, wee may 
ina bleſled freedome of minde and 
body approch to Gods altars, and fit 
at the fects of the Lords Prophets, and 
heare thoſe heanenly comforts and dire. 
ions from their' mouther . Newer was 
London fo well {upplied with godly rene- 
rend Miniſters, fince the firit tows of 
her wales was layd, then in this very day. 
The Lord Ieſnus continue and encreaſe | 
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the number . 


But what account make we of theſe 
meanes ?we can content our {clues co 
fic an houre in the Church to heare 
Gods word taught, not for conſci- 
ence but for raſkion , as our deedes 
make plaine, For where almoſt is he 
or ſhe that hath left any one deere (in 
this ſeauen yeares, though twice (ca- 
uen yeares they hauc heard it con- 
demined ? nay, (which 1s ſtrange) vp- 
onthe monday we commit thoſe ve- 
ry lannes which vpo the Sabbath day 
betore were to our faces.molt parti- 
cularly reprovued ; which , were e- 
nough to, dilcourage vtterly thoſe 
men of God inthe worke of their mi- 
n:\tene, they taking ſuch paines,wat- 
ching for vs, whe we ſleep, ſtudying 
and {pending their ſpirits to-bring vs 
co repentance,and we (likewrerches) 
making {mall account of itg'and pro- 
fiung little in, godlinefſe by.it: but 
thatthe Lord hath ſayd, his word ſhal 
neuer goc torthin vaine but either 
i6ſþall lift vs-vp higher co-his courts 
in heauen, or {inke vs downe dzeper 

into 
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into rhepir of hell. And che labours 
of his Miniſters (hall be-as highly re- 
warded for leauing the graceleſſe 
ones withour excule, as for conuer: 
cringa weake foule from going altray, 
A Seruaunt: when 'hee 15 com. 
maunde1to doany thing by his Ma: 
ſter,will feare ro looke his Maſter in 
theface, or to come'in his way if hee 
neg!etit, and doc it not, How date 
wee them hauing ſate-in the Church, 
and rherc-heard (out ofthe Pulpit the 
ſeate of Gods Oracles )fin forbidden, 
repentance enioyned, our negligence 
raxed,nor once, but continually from 
timero time, with preceptypon pre- 
cepr, line vpon line: 'I ſay, how dare 
we preſle ſo boldly withoutany awe 
or reverence into the. preſence' of 
God (the great Maſter of all Ma- 
iters in the world) Sabbath after Sab 
bath, and yer guilty to our ſelues in | 
che meanetime of ſo great diſobed1- 
ence? vnleſſe wee comEthither in an 
inſolent faſhionro ſtour and out-face 
che Lord; orto laughin our ſlecucs 
at his weakneſſe that will be borne 1n 
G 2 hand 
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hand with a cunning ſemblance, and 
as well pleaſed as it the deede were 
performed. 

O my brethren,tremble to dally in 
this ſort with che _ : if hee 


ſpeake , ler his ſcruants heare :1f hee 


receiue it not as the word of man, bur 
as it is indeede the word of God. 


|| you : They are the Embaſladours of 


Pray aforchand that you may fecle 
che vertuc and power of it in your 
heart, renuing and changing your 
willes and affections : ler to teete of 


chem be beautifull chatbring this ti- 
dings of peace and good _ vnto 


the cucrliuing God, and diſpoſers of 
hus ſecrets : they are our Fathers in 
Chriſt, by whom wee arc new begot- 
rento cternall life. The Lord hath gi- 
uen them power out of his word to 
pronounce his ſentence, ſothat what 
they binde on earth is bound in hea- 
uen : and whatthey looſe on earth is 
looſed in heauen. Let vs hauethem 
in ſingular louc & reuerence for their 
works ſake. The contewpt of their 


command , dcferre not to doe it: | 
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perſons is a notable policie of the 
diuell, romakerheir teaching be con- 
'temned alſo. Let vs ſhew ourthank- 
tulneſle ro God for them, in obeying 
thoſe things which they command 
vs 11 his naine. They haue called vp. 
on vs long enough for amendment; 
lecthem now have cauſe ro commend 
vs that wee haue amended. Let our 
hearing be at length a ioy to them, 
leſt cheir ſorrow be hereaftera wit- 
neſle againſt vs : One 7onah conuer. 
red Ninweh, what a ſhameis it to vs 
chat ſo many /enahs ſhould doe no 
goodin London? 

Another meanes to ſet vs forward 
inche way of repentance, 1s the rea- 
ding of good booke$,& mutuall con- 


ther, Thele doe both after one fort 
0b vs continually on the elbowe, 
and cucn umporrune vs to well do- 
ing, and-would worke ſome good ef- 
feet if we were not negligent & care. 
leſſe in the vſing of them. But {o it 
is,how much time doe we-(pend 1d1e. 
ly 1a doing w__ or vacuifaly in 


Good 
100kes & 
conference. 
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doing naught, neuer taking a good 
bo-ke 1m our hands all the weeke 
long, though we haue choice of ma- 
| nie, and our trades will beare1t; orif 
wee begin, it growes irklom ſtraight 
before wee haue turned one leafte 0 

uer; orif we hauethe patience to goe 
thoroy ro the end({11ghtly enough) 
weecalt it in a:corner to be moulded 


berter as he that hath lookt 1n a glaſle 
15, after his backe is turned : becauſe 
we doenot ſtirrevpand whet our re 
membrance by a ſecond more aduiſed 
reading, eſteeming our olde bookes 
as olde friends, which muſt cuer now 
and then be viſired , that acquain- 
tance may be renexved and nor loſt. 
So for our mutuall exhorting one 
another, how vnequally haue we per- 
formed it? ſparing them roo much 
with whom we are inward; and re- 
prouing them too tartly who welike 
not ſo well: and perhaps thinking 
ſcorne to be admoniſhed our {ejues 
by any. How many times whien we 
haue met together for our comforts, 
| and 


M. 


and moath-eaten,and are as much the 


[lighcneſle or vanity to them thatare 


| 
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and cotheedifying one of anotherin 
godlineſle, haue wee burſt out inro 
prophane apdidletalke, letting our 
mouth looſe to all vanity, that ſhould 
haue vttered gracious words, giuing 
proofe of the inward ſanCtification of 
| our hearts : ſo ſlieis the dinel(the per 
petual enemiec ofall good things)whe 
wee goe about to diminiſh his king 
dome; torob vs from our ſelues, and 
divert our beſt choughrs another 
way. I ſpeake this therather, that all 
thoſe thar are the profeſſors of the 
Goſpell, might vic cheſe means here 
after with more care and conſcience, 
leſtthey be ouer-reachtby this ſlight 
of Sathan:and ſeta watch before their 
mouth, and keepe the doore of their 
lips, that they giue no example of 
new conuerts, nor vnto any orher : 
but carying thEſe]ues as paterns vnto 
them, in word, 1n conuerſation , in 
faith, in ſpirit, 1n loue and in pure- 
ne{le, that euenthoſe that are back- 
wardeſt in relie10n, may be drawne 


by their integrity to repentancefrom 
the 
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| che corruptions of the world. For 


| and admonition and examples of our 
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vertue ſhewes ſo well in whownſoeuer 
it 1s, that it ſtirres vp a meruailous 
loue and deſire of it 1n chem that bce- 
hold ir. 

Bur if neither Gods benefats. nor 
his tudgements, nor his word , nor 
godly CR nor the good counſel] 


brethren (who are more carefull of 
our ſaluation then we our ſelues) will 
preuaile with vs, letthe ſhortnes and 


vncertaintyof our owne life make vs | 


looke about vs. For what 1s our life 
but a vapour, aflower, a flaſh, aſha- 
dow,a dreame, vanity, nothing?Haue 
you cuer obſerued che bubbles which 
boyes blow vp ina ſhell of ſope-wa- 
cer, how ſome being {ſwollen to a de- 
cerminate quantity, breake immedi- 
atly inthe ſhell? ſomethe wind whiſ* 
{eth yp aloft into rhe aire, and are dif- 
ſolued there : ſome flie alowe by 
ground , till at length chey daſh a- 
eainſt che ground, and come to no- 
thing. Such chings are men and wo- 
men, when you ſeea thouſand of them 
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walking the ftreetes,,magine you ſee 
a thouſand belles or bubbles of water 
wandering vp and downe : ſome a 
high aboue all cheir fcllowes (as rhe 
gale fauoursrhem) ſome in a lower 
region , ahd witha thought as high 
as the higheſt : ſome bencath char 
lownes, and {ome as low as the paue» 
menc . Now ſtand till a little and 
marke them, and you ſhall ſee ſome 

times one ſtriking our another, ſome- 
rumesrenne, or twenty,or thirty pop- 
ping our of themſelues, and inſtantly 
lo many more (ſome of rhe higheſt, 
ſome of the loweſt, ſome ofthe meane 
ones one amoneſt another) ſo that a» 
non you cannot ſce one ef the olde 
men or bubbles left, bur all are new 
men or new bubbles(callthemwhich 
you will, for all is one) blowne vpin 
the places of rhe former, 

If this be our beſt firmeneſle, ifour 
mettall be thus full of flawes, if our 
life be buramoment, and yet vpon 
chat moment depends erernitic of 
weale or woe inthe life to come: who 
would nor take opportunitie by the 
fore« 
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foretop, and make hay (as the ſaying 
15) while the ſunne ſhines?who would 
| put off his amendment cill ro mor- 
row, when he knowes not whata day 
may bring forth ? Man kyowerh nor 
his end (faith the wiſc{t among men) 
but cuen$ the fiſhes be caken with 
thc hooke,and the birdes be ſodainly 
intrapped with the ſnare, ſo arethe 
children of men preuented with the 
euill day when it comes vpon them 
ſodginly. 

Whenthe tree falleth; whether to. 
ward the North or Sourh, rhereir l1- 
eth: and in the ſame ſtate you die, you 
thall be iudged. Learne thereforeto 
number your dayes, and conſider ce 
riouſly of your latrer end, that you 
may repent berimes, for thatis wiſe- 
dome; and depart from euill, for that 
is vnderſtanding . Or if you ſcorne 
all other (choole-maſters , learne of 
che divell onerule of policy, Hekno- 
wing his timeto be ſhort, will doe 
what miſchiefe he can, you knowing 
yourtimeto be ſhort, doe you what 
good you can. 
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= Here remaines yet three o- 


k 


I) 


FYcher mcans, which I cannot 
© (Sg oucrpalle without making 

mention of them, 

The firſt is the care of maſters,and 

che diſcipline of a well gouerned 

houſe, whick may ſer ſtraight the 

miners of a yong man, and reſtraine 
him from thoſe vices, whereto by 

reaſon of his age,orthe corruptionof 
che place, he is inclined : Forthepro» 
uerbe holdeth for the moſt part true; 
Lics MasTrer, Like Man. 
If eAbrah.mtcare God, his ſeruants 
and houſhold will bee religious. If 
Heroa ſcorne Chriſt , his captaines & 
courtiers wil deride hnn alſo. In the 
Hiſtory of the Apoltles Acts, when 
any houſholder was connerted tothe 
faith of Chriſt, you ſball-finde it ſaid, 


Godly 
carcfull 
viaſters. 


Ce 
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ſhewing,that as they were ſwaied be- 
fore of an Idolatrous maſter, to ſus. 

erſticion: ſo now they are {waied by 
a Chriſtian maſter coche true wor- 
ſhip and (cruice of God. 

Here cercfore I chinkeit not a- 
miſleto thew the duty ofa Maſter in 
ſome meaſure as God ſhal enable me; 
notthat I would take vpometo teach 
my elders and beeters( yet let none 
diſdaine to learne of yong ones, ſec- 
ing cuen our cradle ſometimes may 
ceach vs wiſedome; for out of the 
mouthes of babes and ſucklings hath 
the Lord ordained ſtrength) butro 
che end that we that are yer ſeruants 
and prentiſes may know how to cary 
and behaue our ſelues, when 1t ſhall 
pleaſethe Lord, to lay ſuch a charge 
vpon vs. 

Firſt, (my Brethren) when the 
Lord ſhall call vs to this waightic 
charge, that we cometo be rulers of 
families,and that we keep ſeruants, it 
behooueth vs, nay. weare bound in 
duty to God, to haucas great a care 


of 
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of their ſaluation as of our owne,and 
to ſee they do their ſaichfull ſeruice 
to God, as we will lookethat they 
ſhould faithfully ſerue vs: For aflu- 
redly that ſcruantthatis not faithfull 
coG OD, can neuer bee faithfull ro 
his maſter : bur he that ſeruesG OD 
with a good conſcience, wil ſeruc his 
maſter with a good conſcience. The 
awe & preſence of his maſter to oucre 
cie and chide him needes not,for his 
owne heart will check him, and the 
feare of God will keep him from vne« 
cruſtines. Youmay find a kind of pick. 
chanke officiouſnes inſeruants of ano- 
ther making ; but there is no ſeruice 
like his thar ſerues man for conſcience 
toward God. 

And befide our duty to God, and 


7 defire of faithful ſeruiceco our ſelues, 


the care we ſhould haue of our chil. 
drens godly education, that they be 
not corrupted, ſhold double our care 
to keep godly ſeruacs: for the liberal 
difpotiion of a child is cafily ſpilr 
with the leaud manners of a ſervanr. 
Hence ie commerh that almoſt _ 
. firſt 


They dot 
beſt fſerut 
their Ma» 


iters, thar 

ve lear- 
acd firſt to 
erue God, 
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frſt words are ribauldric and fearefu] 
othes, and that they learne ro. blaſ. 
pheme God before they can plainely 
(peake GOD; yea ſometime they 
proue twofold more the children of 
Saran chen heir Tutors were: For a 
aevw vellell will keep the catch of 
che fiirlt ſealoninga long time at- 
cer, | 
Cauſethem therefore to frequent 
the holy exerciſe intiaoc as Pres 
chings, Carechiſing, Prater , Sacra- 
ments,.&c. Bring them with you, 
wherechey may beznſtruſted in che 
waies of che Lord to -doe. nighteoul- 
actle; eſpecially an che-Sabbath day: 
becauſe that 15 a day appointed' and 
{crapart of God himſfelfe for hs wor- 
([lup aad ſernice, wherein he wil hane 
our {eruant as freeas our (clues, and 
to thecnd we may prepare them the 
better roche ſanGifying of the Lords 
day, weareto call chcm vp berimes 
inthe morning, to praier, wherein 
frſt weare ro thanke the Lord, for 
all his mercies to ſuch vnworthy 
wretches,and namely forthe reſt and 
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preſeruarion the night paſt : Then co 


beſeech his Maizeſhe that hee would 
{o prepare and fir our hearts to rhe 
profitable retaining of his moſt holy 
and bleſſed word, and fo direc the 
mouthes of his miniſters that, day in 
the vtrering of it, that ir may be a 
comforcable ſauour ot life and ſalua- 
tion to vs, and not aſauour of death 
vnto deſtruction. 

And hauing ended chis duty Vy 7. 
in the morning, we may if wee will 
direftly goe where there ſhall bee a 
Sermon vnull eighy ſo: comming 
bome we are to goeto our owne Pa- 
riſh Church, both in the forenoone, 
and inthe afternoone; and after chat 
to ſome LeGure as there be , diuers 
(bleſled bee G O D) in divers parts 
of the City. And having thus {penc 
the day nll fix at night, we arc nor to 
content our ſelues there, thinking we 
haue done by this rime a work of fu- 
pererogation but to come . directly 
from the LeC&ture to our houſes, and 
call our ſeruants together, to praicrs 


co almighty Godzthatir would pleaſe 


his 
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his Maieſtic co giuea bleſſing ypon 
chat which we haue heard, chat wee 
may auoide the finnes, execute the 
good duties, feare the rhreatnings, 
and lay vp ch: comforts from the 
mouth of his miniſters plainely ſhe- 
wed and laid down vnto ys. And ha- 
uing ended praiers for that inſtunc, 
weareto examine cuery one of them 
particularly what leſſons they hauc 
leaned ar Church,and whar vies they 
were taught ofthole leſſons : and ha- 
uing donethar, to giue thema genic- 
rall exhortatien, incouraging them 
to goe forward in godlipeſle, which 
hath RR of this life, and of char 
whichis to come, and ſo tomake an 
endfor char time, with ſinging a Palm 
of thankeſgiuing. 

NOW as we areto performe thele 
duties on the Sabbath day,ſo we haue 
Our duricsto performeon the weeke 
daies alto : For it is not enough for ax 
ny man to giue his family viuals, 
and prouifion one day inthe weeke, 
and let them faſt all the reſt of the 


| weeke after, for ſo he ſhould ſoone 


make 


FY 
_—_— ST dt. Atl. 


4 


1 8nd" hits tree freedame. 


deale with our feruants 1n Spiritual 
chings,as we deale with chemin Cor- 
| porall chings; char 15,as wee alloyy 
chem mear and drinke ſufficiently 
all the weeke dies, and on the $4b. 
bath day they haue extraordinary 


inake a leane houihold ; but we muſt 


diſhes : So alchovgh we have beenc 
caretull co pray and in{tru&t them in 
religion on the Sabbach dav ; yet we 

mull looke we do our duties in the 


weekedaies allo, although uor like 
vnto the Sabbath : for the Lord doch 
not require it at our hands... This 
difcipline and good order 'if wee 
would carcfully inure out Prentifes 
to, ſeuen or cight yeares together ill 
cheir firſt y -outh (the age which is ſer 
vpon che very pinacle of eemprati- 
ons) be paſt over, merhinkes ic were 
enoughto killa] the weedes of v1- 
cesS1n them, & to make even Atheiſts 
religious, and grow into a habit of 
canRimonyand's | oodlineſle. 

Herel thinke ic needfill for every 
one of ys, (as we are yerlcruants) ro 
know our duties allo; that wee may 
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demeane our ſelues, agrecably to our 
preſent condition. 

Firſt then wee are to follow the 
counſel ofthe Apoſtle, to be obe- 
dient ynto our bodily maſters with 
feareandtrembling, becauſe they be 
(intheir places)vnto vs as God, God 
hath ſet thE ouer vs in his ownllead; 
and therefore we ought not onely to 


carry a reverend eſtimation of them, | 


counting them worthy of all honor, 
but ro performe our duty and ſer- 
uice vnto'them, not to the e1te as men 
pleaſers, but as the ſeruants of Chriſt, 


doing the will of God himſelfe fin- 


clic and from the heart, labouring 
continually to pleaſe them, and ſub- 
micting our ſelues to the inall things, 
as the holy Ghoſt commandeth. Bur 
this muſt not be vnderſtood abſolute- 
ly, but with an exception; Sothey bee 
lawfall things. For if a maſter com- 
mand his ſeruant to ſpeakea lie, or to 
(weare his commodities coſt fo 
much, when they coſt much leſle, or 
to breake the Lords Sabbathzin ſuch 
a caſe we ought rather to obey _—_ 
then 


— 
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then man : but1n all 1ſt and lawtull 
impoſitions (not croſling their roiall 
commandement) we are to conforme 
ourſelues in all duty and obedience 
to them, yea notonly to the good and 
courteous, bur cuen to the firoward & 
ſower, For this is thankworthy, ſaith 
Sainc Peter, if a ſeruant for con{cience 
roward G O D endure ſmart, ſuffe- 
ring wrongfully. But it is a great 
faultin vs that are fervancs, that if 
corret&tion be gen vs (though with 
iuſtice and diſcretion ) we will fay 
moſt commonly wee deſerue it nor, 
This 15s not the ſaying of the holy 
Gholt : For(faith he) what praiſe 1s 
it fora ſeruant to be buffered for his 
faults? but andif yee fault not, and 
yet ſuffer hard vſage and rakeit parti- 
ently, then is there thanke with God. 
And herein what better ſatisfaction 
or quieting of our mindes can we de- 
fire, thenthe example of our Sautour 
himſelfe, who ncuer ſinned, neither 
was there guile found in his mouth, 
yet he wasreuiled, and remiled not a- 
eaine,he ſuffered beyond all y_ 
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of paricnce,& opened not his mouthz 
par committed renenge to him that 
iudgeth righteouſly, cuen ro God| } | 
his Farher : So ought wee (my Bre- 
chren) when our maſters bee out of 
reaſon, and offer vs extreame mea- 
ſure, to put it vp and endure it pati- 
ently, knowing that they alſo have a |. 
maſter in Heaucn, who beholdeth 
with an equall cieboth vs and them; 
and notto anſwer, SirlI deſerue itnort: 
Forif corretion ſhould not bee 
giucn tothe moſt of vs till wee con- 
feſle we deſerueat,it ſhould never be | 


given VS. 0 

HeereI cannot keepe filence, but I f 
mull needes make known how good {c 
and gratious the Lord hath ſhewed h 
himiclfe in this caſe tomee his moſt iT 
vnworthy ſeruant, and the ratherto k 
cauſe all orher Prentiſes to thinke | (c 
themſelues not miſerable but moſt | f |(\ 


happy, when the Lord hach ſet ouer (+ 


chem ſuch maſters, as giue them de. rw 
ſerued correction with wiſedome & 
diſcretion ; For certainly (my Bre. T1) 


{ thren) had not I had ſuch a maſter, 
| | (whoſe 


IT 
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| maſter. was molt miſerable and wret- 
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( whoſe careand diligence hath beene 
ſogreat ouer me, in | reſtraining mee 
from chat ſcope & liberty, which my 
wretched and vntamed nature did 
defire ) it had beene better a thou- 

ſand times I had neuer beene borne: 

For my bringing z vp from my child- 
hood, vnrill the time l came to my 


q 


ched, by reafon of my finnes and che 
!gnorance wherein | lined, asche caſe 
_ £00 r00.Many is inthele dates: yea 
and ſince [ came to be aPrenciſe (vn- 
cill of Jate rime ) my life was moſt 
odious and abomijnable bath in che 
ſighr of G OD and Man, Buc blef 
ſed bee the name of the Lord, who 
hath giuenmea gaod maſter, to hold 
me backe, that I conld not be ſo wic- | 
ked as I would, and hath now alſo in 
ſome meaſure opened mine. eies, 
(which hauc beene. alongiune kept 
ſhuc) chat T might ſee how to wind 
my feet out of theſnare of Satan, 

Therefore my deere Brechren (vas 
22 all thoſe I ſpeakethat deſirero bee 
partakers of the heaucnly 1oves 1n 
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nelflſe of 
Prentiſes. 


Vngodli- | 


the lifeto come) ſhew yourſelues 0- 
bedicntro your maſters , and fubmir 
your {clues yader the yoake, yea al- 
chough it bee irkfome to the fleſh : 
for you knowe nor the great profit 
and rewarde that comincth there- 
by. 

Bur certainly(in gricfeI ſpeake it) 
Prentiſes for the molt part were ne- 
uer ſo leaudly and fo wickedly gi- 
ven, neuer ſo vaineand fo licentious, 
neuer ſo full of ſcofting and deriſfion, 
neuer ſo infolent and contemptuous 


of God and good men,, as they be in |- 


theſe dayes: For we are fo apr to be 
corrupted, and (being corrupted) to 


corrupt , partly by reaſon of our na- | 


rure,and partly of the place, rhat vn- 


lefle our Maſters be the more circum. | 


{peR1n bringing of vs vp, the ſoules 
of many thouſand Prentiſes will be 
required at their hands; impunitie 
boldening vsin ſinne, and finne de- 
ccitfully hardening our hearts, that all 
chought of repentance is put away 
from vs z or if any ſhall friendly re. 
member vs, his beſtchanke is a mock 


for| 


en 
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Parrot wold betaught to pronounce. 
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for his. labour . When inquiſition 
{hall be made for bloud of foules , 1 
would euery one could ſtand forth,& 
fay , Not gueltie , bur' the Prentiſes 
chemſelues. But I feare greatly that 
che Maſters will be to blame in that 
day alſo, and be pur to their ſhifts for 
a currant anſ{wer,when they ſhall find 
none. = 

For (without offence to any man, 
[ will ſpeake a little) where 1s chat 
Maſter almoſt chat queſtions with his 
ſeruants about any religion at all? It 
may be ſometimes he will fend them 
co Churchy. bur when they returne, 
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what doth he aske them of their lear- | 


ning or profiting there 2 vnleſle per- 
haps once-at the hundreds end hee 
vouchſfafero knowe the chapter and 
verle of the Text, which (betweene 
the Church-doore and homeJ”euen a 


Let him fend any of his people of 
ſome worldly bufineſſe, and hee will 
be fure roaske him how he ſped, and 
nothing will heleaue vnasked ro vn- 
der{tandthe effet of the errand hee { 


H 4 ſent 


| 


{ ſent him about : but for Gods buſi- 
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neflc and ſoule matters be they per- 
formed negligcnily , or not done at 
all,irmartcreth nox ; he.is ſurc na ac- 
count will. be required ofany fuch 
thing all the time of his-prenat}up. 
And this 15. the. reaſon that feruants 
depart a$ignprant afterthiey haue fer- 
ved feuen or cighe yearcs [eruice, as 
chey were when they catue firft {not 
ofthcur trades) I meane of that which 
is more worth then allche trades in 
the worlde.: For,a man.thall protic 
much to know God. The true know- 
ledge of God wiil bring more ſound 

rofit in one day roa wan, then the 
be tradein London will..aoe in fe- 
uen yeares. For godliinet[e 35 profita- 
ble vato.a}l things ({axh theApoſtle) 
as hauing the bleſſings of this. tc, and 
of that which 15 to come;, |. 


notthat I knowe nor) which vie good 


crders in their hoiiſes, to-the: generall 


the Lord to increaſe their number) 


—_— 


Howbcir, ſome-chere [be in Log x 
donthat I knowe (aux wore I.doubc | 


good of their tamilies (and 1 defire | 


\ But | 


error, com, orengp_— 
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Buta hundred to one never {pent ary 
time with their ſeruants, inthe exer- 
ciſes of religion, no not ſo much as to 
callchew to praFers cither morning 
or cuening once ina yeare , whereas 
chey.are bound(1n duty to God)rodo 
1reuery morning &cuening z and al- 
though there were no comandement 
from God,nor preſident in this kind, 
yer; very .necetiity and the floth of 
yourh  thould coltraine vs;& ſurely 
if inaſters would care as they ſhould, 
rqo.rrainevp their houſholds in the 
teare of god,& inthe praiſe af good 
things.ic could norbe that London 
' hould harbor ſo many yngodly Pres 
t{es,or thar divers men ſhold coplain 
(asthey do)oftſcruants leaudnes,that 
they:cannor thrive m the world; for 
they .haue: good meanes; of getting, 
but.:is:{penr rhey cannot tell how fo 
ſoone as ti1s.gorren; Alas, how can;ir 
beany otherwiſc? iftheir ſeruantsbe 
not taughtehe.teare of G O JN;and to 
keep 4 good colcictite,how is -itpol: 
liblechareuet they ſhould: have any 
teyeſeruice at theirhands?. ;; -) : 


| 


Bur | 
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Chap. 
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Buc. fume will lay againe, : this | 


is nor fo : tor by experience I can 
{peake this ofa truch, that for mine 
own part [ never inſktcufted my folks 
inall my life in any religion at all : 
No,I neuer heard chem ſo much as to 
read a chapter,and yet I thanke God, 
he hath blefled me wich good ſeruits. 
Forl finde my riches to1ncreaſe, and 
{ thriue well, and therefore ir is not 
the bringing of them vp 1n religion, 
that males a nnaan come forward in 
the world;bur if his fortune be good, 
wealth with come on. 


Forrtunc? no, no, it 1s the great | 


handy work of G OD in ſome mens 
ſervants, chathungerand thirſt after 
nghtcouſneſle, and ſeeke more for 
(aluation then their maſters beaware 


of, (or el{c their poore ſoules. mighe | 
be caſt away and penſh for euer }and | 


then who knowes not tharſuch aman 


chriues for his ſeruants ſake ,- as'ZLe- | 


ban did tor [acobs, and as Potiphar 


did for Toſephs? Or it may be,G QD | 


caſts. his bleſſings inco thy lap (cuen 


againſt all meanes) to ſtcre theevp | | 
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0 \Sreater thankfulneſfſe and care to 
ſerue him afterwards, or elſe to leaue 
thee the more vncxcuſable in his 
great iudgement for not performing 
fuch dury and ſeruice. 

And therefore ler none call ſurmi- 
(es of excuſe to colour or ſhift out 
che matter any longer, bur whereinir 
appeareth ro your owne conſciences, 
you haue beene negligent, make a- 
mends with more carc hereafter:aske 
not which of your neighbours doth 
chus and thus , and if they do ir nor, 
you meane not to begin, Bur reſolue 
you with /o/za, let others rake what 
courfe they will, and my howſe will 
ſerue the Lord, Let your people ſe 
You going beforethemin thepraZtiſe 
of euery g good ching, and in the ab- 
horring and Avidiie of emi}, ſo ſhal 
they firſt, feare 'to doe that: which 
you hare, andat lenerh fall in loue 
with that which'you praiſe. Ir ſhall 
ger you more authority and refpect 
with them heere, and increaſe the 
bleſſednes of yourownſoules another 
day, that you haue been the 1nicanes 


(through 


x" _— 
de _ - hana "= 


The Prentiſes practiſe in godlines, 
(through the bleſſing of God )to faue 
your poore prentiſes ſoules allo. 

And heereI ſhall defire my wor- 
ſhipful maſters of this City(to whoſe 
fightchis liccle hadfull of papers may 
come ) nor to take offence at any 
ching I haue ſpoken our of zeale and 
heartie meaning, nor to imputec it to 
arrogancie in me, that] haue inter- 
medled intheir offices { From which 
proud fin(I thank my God)I am free) 
bur if 1: be tuſt chat I have ſaied, and 
agrecable to Gods word, that they 
will notdi(daine co do it, it ſhall nor 
only be no diſparagement, but praiſe 
and honor.co them, comfort to ocher 
of Gods children, and toy to the An- 
gels in.heauen, that by their religi- 
ous care,their ſeruits are made Gods 
ſeruants with them, and there is ſuch 
atowardly and hopecfull ſucceſſion to 
ſtand vp after them, thatas the Thel- 
ſalonians were examples of godlines 
tothoſe of Macedonia : ſo Londoners 
at length may bc like exaples of pic- 
ty & religiouſnes to all the neighbor 
rownes of Great Britaine allo. 
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He next good mcanes 
$8, tO Waken vs out of the 
1&2 ſleepe of finne, andro 
WS f quicken vs to a new CO- 

= uerſation, is the ſweete 
conſolation and ioy which God g1i- 
ueth vs 1in our ſoules and conſciences 
of his ſeruice,after we haue once made 
our peace with him by ſound and ſea- 
ſonable repentance, Thus is the peace 
that paſſerh all vnderſtanding this is 
che earneſt of our inheritance; this is 
a preſent taſte or ſay of the igyes of 
the life to come. [ knowe my words 
ſeeme ro the carnall and vnregenc- 
rate a fained thing, as the womens 
reporr of Chriſts reſurreRion did at 


| firſt ro the Diſciples ; but jf chou 


wouldſt doe as they did, never leaue 


till inthine owne perſon thou haſt tri» 
ed 
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ed outthe truth of this matter, thou 
ihouldeſt feele within thee ſuch a pa- 
radiſe of ſweetneſſe, as thou thy ſelfe 
were notable to vtter. Thou ſhoul- 
delt ſeewith what cofortable cheere 
Chriſtwould offer himſelf ynto thee; 
with what delicates he would refreſh 
chy ſoule; what ſecrer affeions hee 
wouid inſpire into theez and with 
how pleaſant a cup of loue he would 
make thee merrie, if thou wouldit 
follow his pathes, forſaking che by. 
wayes of finne and worldly vanities. 
The leaſt drop of this qiuine {\veer- 
nelle, would vererly diſtaſt vnto thee 
all che pleaſures of finne, that even 
the remewbrance of them would be 
irſkſome and vnlauorie. 

For mine owne part, hauc had ex- 
pericnce of this which I ſay. For (to 
my ſhame I ſpeake it) I haue beene as 
leaud and as wicked a fcllow as cuer 
thou haſt beene whoſocuer thou arr : 
and one that hath made as ſmall con. 
ſcience of finning againſt God as euer 
thou haſt done, cirher in (ivearing, or 
lying, or prophaning the Lords Sab- 
bath, 
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bach, or in deridinse the deere Saints 
and ſeruants of God, Nay, what vice 
would I haue left vnpractiſed, if I 


. might haue come to the knowledge 


of 1t? whar pleaſure , or vanitie, or 
abomination can be named, whereof 
I would not haue had, not a dram or 
{1p,buta drunken carouſc,iftheLord 
by good meanes had not reſtrained 
me from ſuch effuſion of beaſtlineſle? 
[rirketh me to thinke in what a feare- 
full ſtate I liucd ar that time : for had 
not God beene very mercifull vnto 
me, the earch might haue opened,and 
ſwallowed me vp quick for rebelling 
againſt his great Maieſtie, being Lord 
of heauen and earth : bur ſuch was his 
o00dnefle to ſpare me, and ſuch was 
his patience, to waite for my repen- 
tance : for ever magnified be his holy 
name therefore. 

For this cauſe, when once it plea- 
ſed his Maieſtie (in ſome meaſure) to 
give mee a fight and feeling of my 
finnes, chrough the preaching of his 
word (which { had a long time heard 


in yaine before) asallo by meanes of 
ſomc 


tt 
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ſoine of my Brethren in Chriſt Te(us, 
ſtirring mee vp continually with/fuch 
like admonitons as I doe now{flirre 
vp thee, [ conſulred not with fleth & 
bloud,bur preſently ſer my {ciſe to re- 
ſilt my former cuill inchnations, re- 
foluing and endeuouring every day 
co change the tenor of ty hte, and ro 
ſerue God in berrer manner then euer 
[ had done before, giuing fall re- 
gard what the companions of wy 
leaudneſle,and other of the prophane 
multitude did ſay of ime,nor what de- 
riding termes they bcltowed vpon 
men: forl ſaw no other way but ci- 
cher I muſtbe a hell-hound,or be cal- 
leda Paritan. And therefore I choſe 
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rather to ſuffer reproch with the chil. 
dren of God, and toabide thename 
of hypocrite and difſembler,&cahen 
to be a varlet with cuery varlet, or 
accounted an honeſt fellow among(t 
che prophane . And ſocontinuing in 
this courſe, and framing my ſelte to 
live more & more inthetcareof God, 

ſhaking offmy olde finnes , I felt in 


my ſelfe in ſhorr time ſuch a ſweete 


and 
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and comfortable change, and ſuch in» 
ternall heavenly toy of Gods ſeruice, 
that I would not haue exchanged ir 
againe for all che choicelt delights of 
the world heaped ar once vpon my 
heart. And ſurely,my Brother,ifrhou 
wouldeſt once enter into this reſolu- 
cion (4s I haue done) turning from 
dead works to ſerue the liung God ; 
chou ſhouldeſt ſee whata banquer of 


celeſtiall delicates heewould {cr be- 


fore thee, and how plentifully hee 
would powre forth the wine of his 
confolations vnro thee, that chou 
mighreſt ſay, as /xdith did in another 
caſe: I wit arinke now freely O my Lora; 
becauſe my heart is merrie this day more 
then ener it was in all my life before, On- 


| Iv for this ſhalt choufeele ſorrow,that 


thou hadſt nor ſooner embraced the 
meanes of thy conucrſton, that the 
ſooner thou mightſt hauc beene par- 
taker of this divine toy, and theſe 
foules ramſhing comforts. 

The laſt meanes I will ſpeake of is, 
the conſideration of the 1oyes ofheas» 
uen, Whereof the ioy of Gods chil- 

I dren 
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4ren here 1s bura little drop or ſpark: 
that heauenthe conſummationgperfe- 
(tion, .or cucrlaſting well-head ot all 
plcalurcs that can be ſeene, named or 
conceiued ; {eenc, named, or concel- 
ued, ſaid I ? nay,no eye hath ſcene,no 
care hath heard,no thoughe hath euc1 
comprechended the oy, the pleaſure 
che telicity, the glory which G O D 
hath layed vp in the life eternall for 
them thatſerue him, with an vpright 
hear: in this world. The Scriprures 
doe ſomcrimes relemble heauen to. a 
Paradiſeor plealanchield ; - ſometimes 
they deſcribe it by a goodly Cine; 
{ometimes by a Kings Court; "th 
whatarechele bur worldly deſcripti- 
ons of that which pallech all the 
world ? Go outinto the moſt delights 
{u'] parts of the Country , view the 
fare hilles, the flowrie eullics. the 
cryſtall fountaines, the clecre riuers, 
{ect woods goodly Plaines, variety 
of fruires,mel-dy of birds &c.and all 
this 13 nothing to it. Goe into the Ci- 
WT {uvay the ſtarely gates, firme 
walles, beaucitul edifices, neat ſtreets, 
rick 


— 


| 


an his true freedome. 


rich houſhold-ſtufte, all che deſirable 
things 1n the warehouſes and Cheſts 
of Merchancs. Gold{muths, lewellers. 
&Cc. and all theſe are nothing to it. 
Gocintothe Court, nore. the mu}t1- 


maguticent{caſts, pompous feruice, 
muſical inſtru ments. faire Ladies, vlt- 
{tering Courters, maskes, reucls, "all 
the pleaſures ofa King and all theſe 
are nothing to 1t. Lee the bett wit in 
the world beſtow his vemolt s{11ll co 
ſer out all the delights and pleaſures 
of the ſonnes.of men in their hucheſt 
colours, yetall his expence of orato- 
rie will ſcarſe gtue you a glimpſe of 
chis. Rack your owne thonghts ypon 
the tenters, ſhape ovt in your conceir 
a thouſand formes of pleaſure, yet all 
theſe are ſcare a ſhadow of it. And 
thinke 'whart a kinde of blifle thar 1s 
which paſleth all compariſon, all ve 

terance, all conceite of the wiſeſt hu- 
mane hear, Neither is this for a day, 
ora moneth, or for terme of yeares, 
bur an everlaſting ſtare of bleſſecines, 
vndetermunableſo1l6gas God1sGod, 
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cude of ſurers, traine of atrendants | 
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and that is world without end; wee 
waur a word to exprelle it. And ſhall 
wee let ſlip ſuch a booty through our 
negligence, or wilfulneſle,or floth,or 
inconſideratenes ? 

If wee doe carelefly ouergoe but a 
ro0d bargain 1n our ordinarietrades, 


C n Oo 
which m 


tight yeeld vsa few crownes 
| profit, how doth it vexe and chafe ys 


loffe as this will be borne. with eaſe if 
wee once ouergoe it, when it might 
carſt have beene had for (o little time- 
ly paines? Belecue me , my Brother, 
the onely lofſe of heauen to a ſoule 
able coapprehend the loſle, isa fuffi- 
cient hell, ifche Lord had appointed 
no other corment for euill doers. 
Come, come, ſtand no longer in 
thine owne light, ſce thy —_ and 
ceake it, Why wilt thou let ſlip the 
opportunitic which nothing in the 
world can purchaſe thee againe?Why 
ſhouldeſt chou not cuen in this houre 
change thy life , and make ancnd of 
wilfull fioning againſtche Lord ? Is ic 
for that thou art loth to forgoe thy 


olde 
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afrerward-? and doe we thinke ſuch a 
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olde delights, thy pleaſant compani- 
ons, and boon ſocieties? alas, what 
are thoſe ſliding baſe delights to the 


cuen now?or thy carthly fellowthips, 
cothe ſocictic of Angels and heauen- 
ly ſpirits? Ts it for chat the wayes of 
godlineſſeare hard and painfull, and 
laborious? Is not the enioying of a 
Kingdome a good {alue for rhat fore? 
ſurely if all the paines and labours of 
all meninche world were layed ypon 
thy ſhoulders, ifall thy life were no- 
thing bur weeping and lamencarion 
like Ezekiels booke: nay,if thou thoul- 
deſt for a time endure hell fire it (elfe, 
that afterward whenChriſt comech in 
his glory , thou mightlt be reckoned 


tage of his choſen children; yet were 
notall thy paines and ſufferings wor- 
thy to be ballanced with rhe parrtici- 
pation of ſuch an infinite & vnſpeak- 
able waight of glory. Burto the vn- 
willing euery thing 1s an excuſe, For 


is {weet. I will runne the way ofchy 
4 com» 


ſolide and noble delights | ſpake of 


among his Saints, and enioy rhe her1- | 


the ſeruice of God 1s eafie,& his yoke | 
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| commandemenes ( lah the kingly 
Propict)when thou thalrenlarge my 
hrearc. And againez My delight 1811 
thy commandements : vca they are 
che toy and rewy cing of my heart. 

\What- doeitchou teare left thou 
ſhol-{{t fal away agin atter thou halt 
bin once inl1: hroed \thar there can bc 
no-more renumg by repentancez& lo 
thy laſt end thould be wortethenthy 
beginning ? care thou by making 
thine eleHtion ſure by good workes, 
pray vnto the Lord for his {treneth 
and afſiſtance,and teire nor this feare, 
for it will "Wk as mipoſſible for thee 
(being once regenerare and made rhe 
child of G O D) to fall finally away 
from godlineſle, as jr was for /eremy 
co hold his peace (norwithſtanding 
his refolut:on of ſilence) when che 
word of the Lord was as fire or gun- 
powder1n his heart. 

Doeſt thou doubt wherher God 
wil performe his promiſe 2 then ne- 
uer take vpon thee the name of a 
Chriſtian, he renders vengeance to 
the vneodly, why ſhould we doubr 


whecher 
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whether he will recompence and re- 
ward weldoers ? Thou ſhalr hearc 
thouſands complaine , of the falſc- 
hood and faithlefnefleof the world. 
whom thou truſtelt ; if any hauc 
complained of Gods hrelnelle Go 
hath driven him out of his own« 
proofe anon after to recant, and 
wo fay with the Propher, 7 "Helga 3; 
weaknes, 

Doelſt thou feare the reproch of 
nicknames and 1gnominious terines, 
which the new "Commeted hits 
of G OD do alwaies l1ghtoa? arc 
thou ſo without heart, and io very a 
coward, to be biowne fromchy pro 
felſion with che breath ota prophane 
mouth 2 hadde(t thou racher keepe 
credit wath the world and the Dy 
uell by weltring in {inne, then {eruc 
G O Dafeer the way which 1s coun- 
ted dilcreditfull by the godleſſe of 
te world? A generous horſe :cthough 

venty cutres come ove bar king and 
'nariing, at his heeles,as he croteerh as 
'ong che ſtreete, keepeth on his pace 
withour ſo muchas looking backe at 


F 4 then 
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them. So when theſe barkers of Gods | 


zoodthings,ſtep forth agamlſt thee, 
to hinder thee in thy courſe ofa new 
converſation; letthe height of thy 
mind diſdaine to regard them , or 
rake notice of them; thinke they are 
but the Nivels ban dogs,hifſed on by 
him co make thee breake thy pace in 
che waies of godlineſle ; and there-- 
fore ſo much the more couragiouſly 
zoe on, that they may ſee how much 
they are deſpiſed. 

Ifallthis cannot moue vs, we have 
hard and fooliſh hearts; and I can ſay 
no more. but wemay go forwardin 
our ſorted courſe,til we reap the fruit 
of our ouer wecning. ButI hope ber- 
terthings of you (my brethren) and 
ſuck things as accowpany the feare 
of God and ſaluation, thoughT thus 
ſpeake: Suffernot ( I beſcech you for 
Chriſt Ieſus ſake) my hope to becein 
vaine. 


ſeruants, and deriders of rcligionand | 


#i#5lERE methinkes 1 
hearc ſome ſay, whole 
willes and affe&ions 
Sg\the Lord hath begun | 
J{co renue and change, 

| = whom yet Sati would 
wrap about with the cords of their 
owne frailtyzI would faine repent, 
bur I cannot: my faith 15 fo weake, 


|] and my heart ſo hard that I cannot 


be ſory for my ſfinnesas I would. 
Thisis a {weet ſaying (my Bre- 
thren: ) For what can a man haue 
more? then to feele his wants ? for 
otherwiſe how ſhould we hunger & 
| thirſt after righteouſneſle : and vn- 
doubtedly, he that hungers thus ſhall 
be ſatisfied, for the Lord that know- 
eth what we want better then we our 
{elues, lookes not ſo much to the 
outward ſhew of repentance, as to 
the 
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the inward affeftions of the hearr, 
which areas a&tions 18 his ſighe: and 
though our faith and repentance bee 
but weake, yec let vs know this aſſu. 


v 
redly.that the Lord lookech more on 


che qt ality, then on the quanarte. Is 
4 weake faich no faith, is a weake re- 
pentance 10 repentance ? 2 nay, 

The deſire of reconciliation with 
G od 1 Chriſt (faith a godly writer 
of our time) is reconciliation it ſelte: 
the defireto belecue is faith indeed : 
and che defire to repent{in a touched 
heart) 15 repentancet ſelfe, not in 
the owne nature, burin Gods accep. 
ration : For if wee being touched 
througly for our finnes, do deſire to 
haue them pardoned. and to bee at 
one with GOD; GOD accepts 
vs as recociled, Only our defire of re- 
cociliation muſt not bea flaſh bur c6. 
ſtant& cortinued.Secondly, crneſt & 
ſerious, though not alwates alike, 
yer at ſometimes fo, that we may fay 
wichthe Prophet Dauidy, My Foul 
aeſereth thee,O Lord,as the thirſty land 
deſireth raine, or the chaſed Hart the 


YiHers 
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riners of water. Thirdly,it muſt bein 
a touched heart : for when a man 15 
couched 1n conſcience, the heart 15 
caſt downe. (and as muchas itcan} 


| it withdrawes ir (elfe tm G OD: 


Forrthis cauſe if chen there bee any 
{prrituall motions whereby the heart 
'slitr vp vnto G ON, they are with- 

ont doubr from che {pirir otG OD, 

So then, thongh as yer chou want 
n-me and lucly grace, yet art thou 
20t alrogether void of grace, if thou 
canſl vnlainedly deſire it, thy deſire 
the ſeed, conception or bud of that 
which chou wanteſt. Now 1s the 
pring timeof the ingrafted word, 


'-| orthe immortal ſeed caſt into the fur: 


rows of chy heart; wait bur a while, 
viing the good meanes to this endap* 
pointed,and thou ſhalt ſeethe leaues, 
bloſlomes, and frurr will ſhortly fol- 
low afrer. Thus fare he, 

As for that which the diuel or thine 
owne fleſh ſhall ſuggeſt ro moouc 
thee to def Pp 1ire of "Gods mercie, 
ch:tG OD in ivſtice cannot recciue 
ſuch a rebe!l wretchas thou haſt bin, 
aggera- 
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aggrauacing euery of thy leaſt ſinnes, 
and telling thee ic is in vaine to re» 
pent: thou maieſt cafily beat backe 
char temptation. T'is crue, GOD 1s 
not ſo mercifull, co vſe iniuſtice, ſo he 
is not ſoiuſt to bee vamercifull : He 
hath ſuffered mighty and maruailous 
men to erre, thit we by their exam- 
plemight haue comforr,and nor deſ- 
paire of grace and pardon, In holy 
Scripture who is more commended 
then Kins Dauid, who was both a 
King & a Prophet, a man after Gods 
owne heart, and of whoſe ſtockethe 
Meſhas came? But into how many 
and grieuous crimes fell ſo worthy a 
man ? ycethearing Nathen pronounce 
the fearfull threatnings of Gad, cried 
out, 7 hane finzed, and Nathan ſaid 
Butthe Lord hath put away " ſins, 


thou ſhale not die. Haſt thou finned 
with Daxid? repent with Dazid, and 
thou ſhalt with Dad finde mercy : 
What ſhould I tell thee of our firſt 
parents, of Manaſſes, of Zachens, of 
Mary Magdalen, of Peter, of Pant, 
of the Theefe on the croſle ? all which 
had! 


— 
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| 


had beene moſt grieuous finners vp- 
on carthy all which arc now molt glo» 
rious Saints in heauen :For where {in 
aboundech, there grace {uperaboun- 
deth; and therefore ler not the mulrti- 
rude nor the magnitude of thy finnes 
diſmay thee, ſeeing the mercy of that 
Lord tro whom thou turneſt, is aboue 
all: though thy ſinnes were as red as 
ſcarlet, yet hee will make them as 
whute as \now;and though they were 
of purple hue, yer he will make them 
as white as the pureſt wooll of the 
fleece. There cannot bea deeper dic 
chen ſcarlet, it is a thing vnpoſlible 

with men to bring a ſcarlet inco whit; 

yerthe Lord faith, if we will but calk 

and come to any reaſon with him, he 

will make our f1nnesthough neuer ſo 

deep ingraind inany ſcarlet or blou- 

.dy colur, to turne white and pure, as 

innocencie ir (elfe. 

Read the booke of #»ab thorow, 
and there you ſhall ſee the propen» 
ſity of Gods nature to ſhew mercy, | 
lively ſet forth : And therefore a Fa- 
ther affirmeth the offence of lndas to 


bel 
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be greater indeſpairing ; of mercy,th E 
in betraying the Sonne of God, and 
{ame to haue ſtirred God to anger, 
more through deſperation of pardon 
chen by the murder of his brocher 
»Fbel : many which nailed Chriſt to 
che crolle, being conuerted, and be. 
ſceuing in him,obrained par-10n. and 
aremade examplesro man, that hee 
ought in no wiſe to diſtrultche rem. 
hon of his wickednes, ſcing the mur- 
derotthe Lord of glory is forgwen 
to the penicent, 

Turne then vnto him, and a pre- 
(ent. pardon is'made ready, which 
thali be ſigned the firſt houre of chy 
-epentance. Nhecn therefore thou fce- 
'c{t in thy heart a ſorrow for (mn, and 
atcruent deſirero ſerue God, cheriſh 
t, and take the opporrunity, of the 
Ar{t motion; Enter preſently into thy 
chamber, or into ſome other ſecret 
alace, and there falling on thy knees 
heſeech the Lord,that as he hath g1- 
uenchee a dereſtarion of finne, and a 
minde of godlines, ſoit may pleaſe 
him to perfeRt the good begun by 


him 
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him: to acceptthy will, and pardon 
chy many wants and weaknelle, in 
& forthe al-{uflicient merits 0! Chritt 
ſeſus: ro gue rhee grace thar thou 
maieſt go on mourming continuaily 
torthy tinnes; and yer withall to re: 
1oicein his{weet mercies : to put his 
teare into thy heart, that chou maicſl 
ncuer more depart from him : and 
ſo to enkindle.thy zeale, that the fire 
thereof may burne vp and conſume 
euery day more and more thy carnal! 
deſires and natural corruptions. Con- 
tinue this courſe. of praying, both 
morningsand euenings at the leaſt: 
but 1f chou canſtoftner,it is the betcer: 
For,pray continually, fairhthe Apo- 
{tle: meaning thou ſhouldeſt have al- 
waies good meditations in thy mind: 
& when thou goeſt to pray, ſtrive to 
pray in the fpirit, framing chy peiti- 
ons accordingtothe feeling of thine 
own wants,or Gods merctes towards 
thee(notrhar I diſallow of fetpraiers, 
forI reuerence the godly authors and 
vſers ofthem) but becauſe hee thar 


hath the gift of extemporall praying, 
7M 
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15notſo calily caried away with vaine 
diſtrati6s which Satan prompts vn- 
co him, ( his minde and 'vnderſtan- 
ding being wholly bentrothe matter 
inhand) as commonly they be that 
pray in the booke of anorher mans 
conceiuing. And if thou feele thy 
ſelte ſomewhat duller ſometimes , 
ſound forch chy voice withall, ic will 
help much to the awaking of thy de- 
uotion,as by mine owne expericnce 
I haue many times found. But rake 
heed as neercas thou canſt, tht thy 
praicrs bee out of the hearing of 


others, leſt thou get the impuration |; 


of hypocriſte, and cauſe thy good to 
be euill ſpoken of. 
And for the further increaſing of thy 
knowledge,vie euery morning after 
praiers to read a chapter ofthe old or 
new Teſtamenrt,and ancther at night 
likewiſe before praters, & thouſhalr 
findit by the bleſſing of GOD mn 
ſhorctime to haue cleared thine vn. 
derſtanding very much, and diſpel- 
led the miltes of thy former 1gno- 
rance. Alſolet me wiſh theeto read 
ſome-|. 
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ſomerimes carefully and aduiſcdiy 
che 28 chapter of Deuteronomy, and 
che 26 of Lewiticus, becauſp they bee 
parts of Scripture, which(it wernarke 
them well) will help much to con- 
caine ysin the doing of our quties, 
When thou art rempred coany ſinne, 
carry not in the place, but goe doe | 
ſomeching elſe, t]lche rempracion be 
flacke. Vadercake no waighry bufi- 
nes of thine owne orchy maſters, bur 
with praier before, th.c God would 
guide and & ſpeed thee inir, Thinke 
not that thy praying will loſe thee 
thy opportunity : For 11e # nexer 
leſt in praying vnto hin that doth comp 
mand the 1me. | 
Whatſoewcr hath beene vnto thee 
an occaſion of finne , ſhun it as thou 
wouldeſt ſhun a moſt mortal danger. 
Thigke no place to be without a wits 
neſſe ofchy doings: for a grearpart | 
of wickedneſle is left vndone, if ſome 
body be by when one is about to c6- 
mit it. Frequentthe company ofrhe 
godly, and auoicthe converfation of 
thewicked and prophane : for con. 
tinuall 


| 
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rinuall conuerlationis of grear force, 


EY 


not only to make vs embrace the ver- 
rues,bur oftentimes alſo, cuen againſt 
our willes to imitate the vices of our 
compamions. Hence it commech,thar 
weareaiwayes taken for ſuchas thoſe 
are, with whom wee doe-ordinarily 
conuerſe,according to the prouerb, 
Hs natarem hu mate i (howen, 
W ho cauzo: by bumſelfe be knowen. 

Meditate ofcen of death, of the mi- 
ſeries of this life, of the reſurre&tion, 
che judgement, andthe 1oyes of the 
life to come : rather ſuffer euill then 
doe cuill to any : but neicher ſpeake 
euill, nor liſten to cuill ſpeakers. Fall 
noteafily at ods with any, bur conri- 
nue at ods with none. Follow thy 
God and Sautours example, in doing 
well vnto all men, and endeuour to. 
be like him in louing thine enemies. 
Finally, wharſocuer things bee of 
good report,or honeſt example,thoſe 
chings thinke on and doe , and the 
God of pcace ſhall be with thee for 
cuer. 

Theſcthings howſoeuer they ſeeme 
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vnpleaſanc, and abhorring from our 
nacure,eſpecially in our yone & yearcsz 
yerit the Lord once infuſe his gracc 
into ourhearts,and renue our affcRi- 
ons by the working ot ſus {pirit,chey 

will ſeeme {weer and caſte, and de- 


lightfull; and we thal cake more plea- 


ſure in doing of them, chen in any 
worldiy or bodily excicle wharſo. 
eucr. Allche matreris ac {i{t, _ 
Iitcle vſe, all difficulcy vaniſherh. 
the firſt leaping into che warer, " 
dlchigh, one fteeles intolerable cold, 
ready cotake away the breath, but 
by that time he hath waded in further 
vp to the necke, it ſeemes to be ofa 
mildertemper. So rel1gion and Gods 
ſcruice ſeemes harſh and tedious ar 
the firſt entry into it, bur by chattime 
we have beene a while inured to the 
practiſe of ir, all other things arc vn- 
ſauorieto v3.and onely1n this theres 
heaucnly detefinioe. . To conclude 
this chapter z remember char our fee. 
ling ofthe want of grace, is a 500d 
ſtep to che obtaining of grace: "Our 
defireto repent, is che ſecd or kernell 
K 2 of 
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of repentance ; and being cheriſhed) 
will at length beare ripe fruites of a 
{anRifed conuerſation. That, how- 
ſoeuer the diuell and ourowne fleſh 
mooue vs to doubting, yet God wil- 
leth not the death of a ſinner , that 
doth from the bottome of his heart 
rurne vnto him : nor ſhall our repen- 
cance bein vaine(ſo it be true Jthough 
our ſinnes were as many (tor num- 
ber)as the drops of raine,and as blou- 
die(for their quality )as skarlet is red. 
Gods mercy isa rich mercy , and his 
pardon is abſolute, without limitation 
orexception, Finally,that hearty and 
continuall prayer , and ſuch ſuvple 
rules & direEtions as I haue ſet down 
out of mine owne obſeruation & ex- 

erience, will _ good helpes to 

the new Proſelyres, for the begin» 

ning and perfiting of 
their repen- 

cance. 
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SF any a>ke how hee (hall 
[BY p/Z now whether his repen- 
Elance be true or no; 1 an- 
ſwer, by the change which 
efc-ſoones hee ſhall feele wrought in 
his whole man; which is in a word the 
forſaking his former ſinnes wherein 
he delighted, and delighting in thoſe 
good things which ls hee deſpi- 
[eds Without this change theres no 
repentance. Well we may flatter our 
ſelues; and talke of repentance; bur 
weare yctin our (ins, and the Lords 
decree 1s ſtill in force againſt vs. Well 
then, wile thou be, notalmoſt a Chr1- 
ſtian.as King Agrippa, buta truc Iſracs 
lite indeede, like Nathaniel in whom 
was no guile? renounce all chy olde 
ſinnes, and receiue in their places the 


vertues oppoſite to them, and this 
K 3 ſhall 
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ſhall ſeale vp co thy conicience that 
thy {tnnes are {orgruen for Ins names 
lake. 

 Haſl thou Geenc a fovearer ? from 
henceforth fcarc hc 910085 and 
fearclu!l name of che Lord, & chinlc 
not of 1thut with Gogularrenerenc ce 
fecauſeliis owne mouth hath ſaid i ir, 
He wil rut h:1d him guiltle ſe that taketh 
his name 19 vote. 

Anſwere me nor, as one did not 
long fiace being reproucd for this 
finne, I am no ſuch rear {wearer, as 
vou would make me; It is but ſel- 
domethaz I ſ\xeare by G OD, and 
by ſuch & ſuch great othes : for com- 
monly the -grcateſt othes tharT ſweare 
1s but by my faith or troth1, and that] 
make account to be no ſuch great 

marter,and I pray G OD you never 
do worſe, and chen you ſhall do well 
enough. 

Butmake thou RS EVER of an 
oth aſwell Ittie as great : for the A- 
pollicalloweth of no oth at al; Swear 
not all ({airh he) nenther by heaven 
nor by carth, nor any oth, leſt you 


' fall 
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fall into condemnation. Bur (as our 
Sautour faith) Jet your yea be yea, & 
your nay nay ;for whatloeuer1s more 
1s of the Diuell 

O but faith one,the world is fo full 
of vnbelecfe, that except I ſweare, 
men will not belecue me, yea & nay 
15 nothing now a daies to ſell my 
commodities by, if I ſwearegotT (hal 
not (ell, 

Why is that, but becauſe thou haſt 
neuer made conſcience of a lie, but 
added an oth , two or three ſome- 
times tomake a lie goc currant ? and 
peraduenture thy cuſtomers ſome- 
times knowing that thou ſweareſt 
falſly, cannot belecue thee another 
time though thou ſ{weare truely. 
But if thou wouldelt ſell thy wares, 
take the counſell of the Apoſtle, who 
willeth vs to caſt off lying, and euery 
oneof vs to ſpeake truth to his 
neigbour, foraſmuch as we are mem- 
bers oneof another: and ſo by vſing 
thy tongug to ſpeake truth, thou 
ſhalt be belecued ſooner vpon thy 
bare word, then yponthy many pro- 
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ecltations and othes. Carnall men 
wil ſooner ſuſpect thy ſwearing, 
thenthy plaine ſaying. becaulc chey 
(though chey be ſuch as cary aforme 
of ciui] honeſty)wilnotwithſtanding 
nor ſtick to ſ{wearealictheinſelues.to 
win ſome aduantage by, and by their 
own faſhion they 1udgeol thine. So 
then ſwearing 1s a {inclothed neither 
with pleaſure nor profit : for what 
pleaſurcis there ina prophane fro. 
thy word, ſpewed out of «m wicked 
abundance of the heart? or what 
profit, whenthe thundring our of fix 
or ſeuen othes one after znother will 
not ſell a yeard of ſtuffe or a pound 
waightof thy commodities? ſo little 
account 1s made of them. Beſides, in 
much ſwearing 1s oft forſwearing, 
aS1tisſeen too often in our ſhops eue- 
ry, day: Forleraman come into ſome 
ſhops to cheapen a comodity & they 
will (weare that they cannot afford 
itatſuch aprice, and that they will 
keep it ſeven yeares before they will 
ſell it;ſo, and yet let their cuſtomers 


but 


back benoſoonerturned to be gone, | 
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but preſently heis called againe, and 
his money taken, which betore was 
refuſed with ſo many othes. 

If Seruants will thus burden thei: 
conſciences for their maſters protic, 
(& many againſt cheir maſters wils) 
what will they do for themfe'ucs 
who ſhall let them then to ſweare ar 
way all faith, truth and conſcience for 
eucr ? toſweare their ſoules to the 
Duel, that they ſhall never repent; 
and to ſweare .a plague inco their 
houſes, which ſhall conſumerhe ve- 
ry timber and ſtones of it? O my 
Brechren tremble at this prouoking 
finne: tremble co bring the great and 
holy name of the Lord for a wieneſle 
ro your baſe twelue-penny lies : 
tremble to deale fo ſaucily with the 
omnipotent Maieſtic that can ſend a 
deadly . thunderbole ro ſtrike you 
preſently chorow, inthe place where 
you ſtand. Beare with a vchement 
ſpeech, when it proccedes out of a 
loue more vehement : For your pre- 
tious ſoules ſake, leave off this profit- 


mo and plcaſureleſle ſinne: let go 
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beche firſt finne thou fighteſt againſt, 
and when chou haſt gor the victory 
of this, therelt ofthy conqueſt will 
be the caſter. 

Haſt thou beene a prophaner of 
the Sabbath, ana one = hath made 
no conſcience of going to Church 
longer chenthy malters cic hath been 
vpon thee, and when thou haſt beene 
there, haſt made ſmall account of 
that which hath bcene taught, but 
cither haſt been talking, or ſleeping, 
oridly, or wickealy thinking ? &c. 
Henceforth frequent more dvely the 
the holy ſanCEuary and houſe of prai- 
| er; prepare thy ſelfe atorchand that 
thowmaicſt reap profit of the things 
which chou ſhalt heare z intend more 
reuerently and deuoutly to Gods 
worſhip : rob not the Lord ofthe day 
which Fe hath conſecrated to the glo+ 
ry of his great name: he requireth but 
the ſeuenth, ſix are ours, and ſhal we 
not afford him one? 


Ifa Father having called his chul- 
dren together ſhould tell them: Ic is 


| ſo, that I haue caſt vp my accounts, 
" and 
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and [find my eſtatero be worth ſcuen 
choufand pound, fix of which ſcuen 
rhouland 1 am content preſently to 


| part with among you, and the one 


thouſand ſee you vie as thniftily and 
carefully tomy behoof,as you would 
the ſix thouſand to your owne. What 
ingratitude & vnreverence were itto 
ſo bouncifull a Father, for theſe chil- 
dren hauing gotten the ſeuen thou- 
ſand pound 1nto their hands,to turne 
all co their owne vſe and aduantage, 
neuer reſpecting their kinde Fathers 
good, nor his charge vnto them, or 
atthe moſt ſo careleſly, that it may 
appeare there js but little religion of 
their vow in them? The Lord who 
1s our heavenly Father hath giuen vs 
ſix daies ro doour buſineſle and af- 
faires in, and onely one day he hath 
reſerued to himſc]fe, appointing vs | 
to beſtow it in his worſhip and ſer- 
uice, becauſe that day is his delight, 
(as the Prophet faith:) what negli- 
gence, what impiety,what conrewpt 
can be ercater, then for vs to ſpend 
the whole weeke in following our 


pleaſures 


pleaſures or ourdradgeries,& whe the 
holy Sabbath comes, co intrude into 
our heauenly fathers right, and con- 
ſume thar alſo in the carnall workes, 
or couectous proiets, or ordinary 
exerciſes of the weeke before z what 
intolerable -auarice 1s 1t,or ſacriledge 
rather, hauing ſo bountiful allowance 
from our heaucnly father, not to be 
content, vnleſle we may ſeaze his p - 
culiarreſeruationimo our hands os 
This 1s right to haue thouſands of 


ſheepe paſturing vpon our owne |, 


downes, and yet to kill the poore 
mans onely Lambe, that flepr in his 
boſome, for the prouiſion of our 
houſe, 

Buthere ſome will ſay, it is true, 
we mult lay away all worke on the 
Sabbath day, but yetto ſell and take 
money for wares in the ſhop beſore 
and after ſeruice, is no great worke, 
and therfore as good do that as ſtand 
idle. 

No,I deny it: for as the prouerbe 
gocth amongſt vs, Thou hadſt bercer 
be idle, then ill occupicd; fo they 


The Prentiſes prattife in godlines, | 


were | 
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were better (ſtand ſtill chen vent 
their commodities: they be both fins, 
bur ſelling of ware isthe greater, how 
little ſocucr: for a man may aſwell 
take 40.poundsthatday as one peny: 
For Gods comandemett is broken in 
both. Inthe 16 of Exodus GOD 
condemneth the [ſraelits for purpo- 
ſing to gather Manna on the Sabbath 
day: what eaſier worke could there 


| be chen this ? nay moreouer it was to 


be done between fiue and ſix aclock 
in the morning, whenthe y might 
haue ſerued G OD all the day after : 


[and they needed not to haue gone far 


for itneither, bur onely come forth of 
cheir doores and ſtoop to take it vp. 
But(marke)whe they came forth they 
found nothing. 

Here isa good leſſon for vs to 
learne, that as they went out to ga- 
ther Manna on the Sabbath day, and 
found nothing : ſo the gaines that is 

otten by ſelling wares on the Sab- 
Ay day is, juſt nothing, howſoeucr 


men are blinded and thinke the con 


KAY GODS curle cates it vp, 


and 


—_ — — 
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Me 
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I erantweare not tied toſo ſtrift an 
obſcruationof the Sabbath in euery 
reſpe& as the lewes were: yet thus 
farre the morall part of che precept 


doth oblige vs tothe worlds end, 


Gods lawes, when they bce in the 
way of their profit :and yet they will 
be good Chriſtians too. 


per our belies with good cheere and 


| fine clothes, and to rake ourpleaſure, 
| we remember to keep a right Epi- 


cures Sabbath: but ro heare Gods 
word aught, to lay our petitions in 
commonr ogether in our Churches, 
and to cal our families together when 
wee come home, thar wee may bce 
the better for that wee haue heard, 
which is the right chriſtians Sabbarhz 
this we remember, vtrerly ro for- 
get, 
I amperſyaded there is more wic- 

kednelle 


(Amt. oat. 


namely,to do no workes on that day, 
but workes of holincs, or of meerc 
neceſſity ; buc mca now a daies 
make no bones toſtep oucrany of 


We remember that day to pam- 


| 


a. 


_ 
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kedneſle committed both by Pren- 
tiſes and others on the Lords day, 
chen onany three daies in the weeke 
beſide, and the reaſon 1s, becauſe 
men for the moſt part wall ſee that 
cheir ſeruants ſhall follow the buſi- 
neſle of rneir trades all the wecke, 
bur vpon Gods day they are careles 
of them, and ſuffer them to do what 
they liſt chemſelues. Thar is the day 
of their recreation : For as Salowen 
ſaich,itis a paſtime co a foole to doe 
cull. 

When they ſhould walke to the 
Lecture, for the recreation of their 
ſoules, the maſters are walkt to their 
eardensor the fields for their bo. 
dily pleaſurc; and the ſervants to the 
Tauerne orto ſome place of greater 
corruptis to the endagering of their 
ſoules: ſo the word preached torhem 
inthe day time before, is no better 
chen the ſeed thar fell vpon ſtony 
ground, becauſe for want of due re. 

zarſal afrerward/which is as it were 
the depth of carth) it withereth away 
and comestq nothing, like ſeed caſt 
away | 


| 
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away vpon the rock where it cannot 
take root. 

And in this point the irreligiouſnes 
of Prentiſes doth farre exceed the 
negligence of maſters : For it 1s too 
apparant that many feruants would 
ſeldomeor neuer come to Church ar 
all, if it were not more for difpleaſing 
their maſters on earth, chen for d1t- 
pleaſing their malter in heauen : For 
[ct maſters vpon occaſion bee from 
home a moneth or two, and all that 
time if his ſeruants come to Church 
in the forenoone onely, they thinke 
they are mcetly well in the faſhion: 
but commonly you ſhal nocſec them 
there cirher forenoone cr afrernoone: 
and their reaſon is, their maſters abs 
ſenceis therine of their libercy, and 
chey may nor ſuffer ſuch good daics 
co ſlip away withour fruic. [f you aske 
then how they wil anſwereit to cher 
maſters at their comming home? they 
will tell you, they hope their maſters 
knowledge goeth but by his cie. [f 
you aske thE how they will anſwer it 


ro GOD, that ſceth and iudgerh 
| the 


_——_— 
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che moit (ccret workes ? chey make | 
a Piſhat chat,or give you ſome grotle 
flout for recompence. Butler ſuch 
know that pouertie and ſhame be- 
longs vnto them for refuſing inſtru- 
tion, and they that thinke now the 
Lords day,(though it were a moneth 
long ro flie away as one minutin their 
pleaſures, ſhall hereafter thinke one 
minute too lag, and paſle by as 

ſlowly as a whole yeare in their 

paines. 

Bur here ſome may reply, Will you 
not allow vs to recreate our ſclues at 
any time? If you ſay yes: then pray 
what day haue wethat be prentiſes to 
take our recreation in but the Sun- 
day ? For all the wecke wee are kept 
ſo ſtraight that we cannot fo much as 
get out to ſpeake with any friend, 
And as for keeping our Church due- 
ly, howſoecuer others be negligent, 
yertir 18 well knowne in cur pariſh 
that we neucr almoſt miſle one Sun. 


| day in the yeare, but weeare alwates 


arChurch with the firſt, and neue; 
zointo che fields orto any mernme; 
ynr1!] 
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vntil evening prater be done,and then 
| hopethe matter 15 not ſo hainous as 
you make it. 

Surely if you were ſuch diligent 
gocrs to Chutch, as you ſay you are, 
it could notbe Þut you ſhould heare 
at fomerime or other that you ought 
\nor to prophane or miſpend one 
houre of the Sabbath, where you 
make it lawfull to ſpend balte the at- 
cernoone in merriment and pleaſure. 
Butitmay be you are aſleepe when 
you ſhould heare that; or eife you 
eake itrobe but the word of a mor- 
tail man, and the authority thereof to 
vaniſh with the ſpeaking. But a day 
will come when you ſhall know 
itwas the eccrnall cruch of the GO D 
of hcauen, which his miniſters del1- 
uered; and when it will cur your 
heart to remeuber that you did heare 
ſuch aPreacher in ſucha yeare,in ſuch 
a moncth, inſuch a day. and infuch 
a Church, denounce the feareful] 
ivdzemcnts of God againſt ſuch a fin 
which you did vſc, and wherein (for 


yately | 


_— — 


a lictle pleaſures ſake) you did obſti- | 


» 


| (delay I meane 
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| nately continue to your owne damna- 
tion. 

To conclude, haſt thou beene a 
drunkard ? now Jearne ſobricty: haſt 
chou been incemperate? now embracc 
chaſtity: halt chou beenS®malicious 7 
ſhew charity ; proud ; be humble, 
Finally, whatſocuer vice chou haſt ad- 
died chy ſelfe to, recline now to the 
contrary ſide. That which thou doeſt, 
do it with all thy power in the pre- 
ſenttime, Euein 11 this day of faluati- 


on : For time being once paſt, can |. 


neuer be recalled and co truſt ypon 
tirne to come 1s as much asif we ſhold 
cruſt ypon a broken ſtaffe, the ſplin- 
rers whereof will run into our hand 
or v@rure to paſſe ſo dangerousagulſe 
as damnatis, with a tottering planck 
hich hath rilcedſo 
many thouſands into he!l before vs, 
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3 AVING ſhewed the 


(9% H Fe mercy of GOD to re- 
Ze !| pentant finners, that 
»a=29 do trucly forſake their 
ſotnnt wickedneſle , I thinke it 
neceſlary in the laſt place(as the 
Lord will enable mee) to ſhew the 
good & profit of afflitions to Gods 
| childrengto the end they may nor bee 
diſcomforted or ſhrinke backe at the 
fight of them. 

"My ſonne, (faith the Sonne of Sy- 
rech) if thou come 1nto the ſeruice of 
G O D,ſtand faſt inrighteouſnes and 
fearc, and prepare thy ſoule to tenta- 


tion 


—_— 


A— 
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cion, and ſhrinkenot when thou art 
croubled, but wait patiencly vpon 
God, Andir js a lealed truth which 
che Apoſtle hath delinered, All riar 
will live godly in Chriſt [eſus ſhall 
(uffer perlecution, in one kind or 0 
cher, more or leſſe. Irischeir portion 
and cuer hath beenc; Chriſt Ieſus 
himſeltethe author of our faith was 
not exempted, and the ſeruant is not 
aboue his Lord. 

If chen aflictions mult needes bee 
vndergone, let vs labour to vndergo 
them willingly, which muſt bee yn- 
dergoneof neceſſity, I know there is 
a certaine tendernes in our nature, 
which with reproches and. ill curnes 
is ſo preſſed and wrung, that there 15 
ſcarſeany manto be found ſo wiſe or 
couragious, but when he feeles the 
prickes and ſtings thereof pearcing 
him, is oftentimes halfe in theminde 
to giue ouer his courſe of godlineſle. 
a turne from the way of vertue.No 
afMiRtion or vexation for the preſent 
ſcemeth t015us, but gricuous, fairhthe 
Apoſile, but afterward . it bringeth 


L 3 forth | 
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forth che quiet fruirs of righceouſnes 

ro themthar are exerciſed therby. Ler 

vs not dwell then vponthe pteſenc 

tecling, bur looke turther imo the 

{weer cfi;Rs and end of our troubles, 
& thence gather comtort & ſtrength 

againſt them. 

This made the Apoſtle breake out, 
Hy Brethren, count it for an excee- 

ding ioy, when yee fall into divers 
rentations z becauſe they arepledges 
of Gods louc, trials of our faith, and 
breeders of patience, experience and 
hope, which neuer makes aſhamed, 
Art thou entred into a courſe of re}- 
gion and ſanclification ? axtthou ica- 
.lous for the Lord of Hoſtes? and do. 
eſt chou meet with oppoſitions and 
ſtumbling blockes —_ way ? be 
nct diſmaied, was 1t not told thee 
beſore, the way to heaucen lay by the 
croſle? Iris a ſure fhgne*thou art in 
che path that leades thither, Artthou 


people, menor women? (for I know 
divers ſuch perfons of both ſexes, 
that being not content to liuein1gno- 

; Trance 


| 
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| conſcience, and thy holy deſircand 


| pleaſe chemſelues well enough the 


| thein, 
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rance themſelues, wichour any delire 
co know the way ofthe Lord, do de. 
ridegand point at thoſe that ſecke in- 
{trution?) Ler the clearnes of chy 


endenour to the belt things, be as a 
braſen wall, and a ſtrong rower a- 
gainſtcheſe cuils:let them know char 
che Lord hateth choſe rhar fit in the 
ſeatof the ſcorneful:and though they 


while, yet it ſhall nor be well with 
chem atthe laſt day : For the reward 
of cheir owne hands ſhall be giuen 


Haſt thoua maſter thac entreates 
thee hardly for thy well doing.and 
thy righteous proteſſions ſake? know 
thatthe Lord hath ſer ſucha malte; 
ouer thee for thine cucrlaiting good, 
to try thy conllancy, or to make thee 
more fcruent in thy prayers, or to di- 
miniſh thy loue of E world, or for 
an example of patience,or an inſtance 
of comforc to others.in like cale. As 
many as I lone, rebuke and chaſten, 
ſlaich our Saviour Chriſt, Wholoc- 
L 4 uer | 


Plalm,r. 


Eſay.z.10 


\poc.z.19. 
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| Chap.0 


yntothy maſter, to the vrtermolt of 
thy power though he be neuer ſo 
moody, euen as 1f he were another 
Meſer,the mildeſt man vp6 cheearth; 
chat the name of God & his dotrine 
be not euill ſpoken of . Atlure thy 
ſelfe he ſhal be no harder to thee then 
the Lord ſhall ſee good and cxpedi- 
ent for thee : for we (ee ſome men 
want neither power nor will , who 
ſomtimes in their ſudde anger would 
kil their ſeruars; buc the the Lord ma- 
nifeſts his prouidence torwards his 
children, in reſtraining them from 


pafſion,they arc incited to. Pray vn- 
ro the Lord, to turne thy maſters 
hearr, chathee may haue a feeling 
ot his ſinnes, thatſo hemay cometo 
repentance; and inthe meane time, 
ouercome thou his. euill with good- 
nes.and the Lord will cither vnex- 
peRedly alter his wil and affeftions, 
or allow thee ſuch other ſecret ioyes 
as ſhall ouerballance all thy grietes 

and 
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uer bethe in{trument, the chaſtening 


is Clyiſts ; ſee that thou do thy duty 


choſe outrages,which inthae madding 
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and diſcomforts. 

If then thou wilt goe to heaven 
thou ſecſt the 1orney thither 1ics not 
in plaine watesz thou muſt goe rho. 
row good report and bad, derifto:: 
and skornes, and moleſtations : bu: 
che end of the 1orney is a ſufficient 
recompence for al] cumbers and in- 
conueniences of the way; the paines 
arc lighrand momentany, thew aight 
of glory towhichrhey bring vs,is vn- 
{peakcable and euerlaſting. 

So long as thou walt of the world, 
che world loued her owne; now that 
thou haſt forſaken and bid defiance 
to her, ſhe takes chee for an enemy,& 
loades thee with hatred, diſdaine, in 
famy, ſlanderand ajl maner of con- 
rempt, No matter, all this ( & worſe) 
ſhall worke to the beſt ro them that 
loue God, when the ſoftnes and del1- 
cacy and eaſe of worldlings, ſhall be 
cheir owne deſtruction. 

All the holy men of old time, ali 
the cheefe lights of the Church,al! 
thoſe that now walke in long v hte 
robes with palmes of victory inth«;: 

hands . | 


um. - 
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hands, yea he char Sainc /obn (aw in 
che middeit of che ſcucn golden can- 
dleilickes, whole face did ſhine as 
che Sunne in his ſkrengch, even heal- 
ſo hach begunnero vs1n this bitter 
cup and ſhall we ihnioketo pledge 
chem, when there are but a tzw (mal 
drops left for vs lip oit? 

If carnall men (uv "M ({vmuch co (a- 


aities, to feed them{clues with a little 
ſmoake of vaine glory, or to talte 
fome ſlcighr pleature which bringes 
repentance at her heeles: If they fare 
not the waues of the ſea, nor the 
flames of fire, nor the croſſings of 
men, to attaine theſc; ſhall we beſo 
without all heart, or ſo nice that 1wee 
will not abide a ſcoffe, ora reproch- 


good things; in compariſs of which, 
all the honours, riches, commodities, 
1llurements & {weernes of the world, 
arcto bee eſteemed not onely toyes 
and trifles,buc very dregs and drolle 
& refuſe, nor worth the taking vp ? 


tisfierheir lults, to ger riches or dig. 


tull word co attaine thuſe ſolid, fub.. | 
(tanciall and eternail pleaſures and | 
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yee may be ableto ſtand again! al 
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No, no, when we have oncerctoluce. 
ly.yowed our {clues to Gods ſervice, 


vs, and a gcnerous heart, ( that 
though we be fſomecrites moued 
with theſe oppoſirions ) yet wee 
are neucr ſo farre oppiciled by 
them as to ſorſake our rightcoul- 
neſſe, or caſt our lot in amongſt 
{finners; butin the middeſt of chem 
our <ie 1s ſo fixt vpon the cnd of 
our race, and the heavenly par. 
land reſerued for ſuch as perſcuerc 
and hold on, that ſhrewd words 
ſerue as a good gale of wind, 
and ſhrewd dcedes as a violent 
ſtreame to carry vs the more ſwift 
towards the portwhere wee would 
be. | | 
Thus hauig finiſhed this ſmal] 
Treatiſe, I would beſcech you ( as 
the: Apoſtle ſaith ) to luffer thelc 
few lines of exhortations, ard that 
you faint not'3in your affions, 
bur beeſtrong in the Lord, putting | 
on the wholc armour of G GD, that 


t].« | 


Ephcſ. 6, 
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the aſſaults of the Diuell , having 
your loynes girt about with veritie, 
| and having on the breaſt plate of 
| righteouſneſle, and your feet ſhod 
with the preparation of the Goſ- 
pell of peace; and aboue all take 
the ſhield of faith, wherewith yee 
may quench all che firy darts of the 
wicked, and take the helmet of fal- 
uation, and che ſword of the ſpirit 
which 1s the word of G OD, that 
being thus armed with theſe. ſpiritu- 
all weapons, ye may bce able to 
wreſtle againſt principalities and 
powers,and againſt our ſpirituall ene« 
mies the gouernors ofthe darknes of 
this world, 

Now the Lord from heauen raine 
downe his grace into our hearts, 
and ſtrengthen vs raney ey the 
inner man, that wee may {ſtand faſt, 
and encourage one another againſt 
all the benrs of worldly aduerfitie, 
that being rooted and grounded in 
loue, we may beable to comprehend 
with all Saints what is the bredth 
and length, depth, and height, 


and 


_———— 
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and know the loue of Chriſt, which! 
paſlerh all knowledge, that wee 
may bee filled with all ful- 
nes of God. Vnto him therfore 
(that is able to do exceeding a- 
bundantlie, aboueall that we 
can aske or thinke) be all 
praiſe, glory,maicſty,do- 
minzion and power, 
thorowout all ge- 
rations bothnow 
and for cuer- | 
 mere,e-Tmen, | 
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A Morning Praier to be vied 
in private families, 


I! 0 RD,our God,and hea- 
1:enly Father, we thy vn- 
worthy children do heere 
come into thy moſt holy & 
heaueniy preſence, to give thec 
praiſe and glory, for all thy great 
mercies and manifold bleſſings to- 
wards vs : eſpecially for that chou 
haſt ne Sans vs this night paſt from 
all che dangers and feares therof, haſt 
given vs quiet reſt ro our bodies, & 
brought vs now ſafely to the begin- 
ning of this day, and doeſt now a 
freſh renue all chy mercies vpon vs, 
as the Eagle renueth her bill, gi- 
uing vsall things abundantly to en- 
iov as food, raument, health, peace, 
liberty, & freedome from many mi- 


which 
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ſeries,diſcales,caſualties,& calamiries | 
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which weareſubie&t ynto 1n this life, 
cuery minute of anhoure : and nor 
onely ſo, butalſo for vouchfafing vn- 
ro vs many good things, not onely 
for neccſſuy, bur euen tor del:ght 
alſo. But aboue all (dearc Fatherjwe 
raiſe thy namefor che ble ſlings of a 
CR— ſpecially forthy molt ho. 
ly word and facraments, and all the 
good we cnioy thereby yz {orche con. 
rinuance of the Gotpell amoneſt vs; 
for the dcath ofthy Sonne & all thar 
happineſle which we have thereby ; 
alſo becauſe thou haſt choſcn vs to 
life before we were, and that of thy 
meere godnes,and yndeſc;ucd favour 
towards vs,and haſt called vs inthine 
appointed time, iuſftified vs by thy 
grace,ſanAified vs by thy Spirit, & 
adopred vsto be thine own children, 
& heirs apparent to the grcat crown. 
O Lord ope our etes cuery day more 
& more,to ſec & conliver of thy great 
and maruellovs love to vs in a'l theſc 
things; that by the due confideraw- 
ON therof,our hearts may bc arawen 
yet nceerer vnto thee, cucn more 4Þ 


ove 


a - 
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| 'oue thee, fearerhee, and obey thee : 


+1ac 48 thou art enlarged towards ys 
11 mercy,ſo we may be enlarged to- 
wards*!1:emm thankeſgiuing : and as 
cou doelt abound towards vs in 
-oodaes ſo we may abound towards 
thee in obedience and loue. And fich 
deere Father) thou are neuer weary 
1 doing vs good,notwithſtandiny al 
our vnworthines and naughtineſſe : 
cherefore letthe conſideration of chy 
great inercy and farherly kindneſle 
cowards vs cuen as it were force our 
hearts, and compeli vs to come into 
chy moſt glorious preſence wich new 
ſongs of tha keſgiuing in our mouths, 
We pray thee( O moſt merciful God) 
to forgiue vs all our ynthankefulnes, 
vnkindneſſe,prophaneneſle,& great 
'buſing ofthy mercies, and ſpecially 
our abute and contempt of thy Gol- 
pcl, together withall other the finnes 
ofour life, which we confeſle are in- 
numerable, and moe than can be rec- 


koned vp, bothin onuſſion of good 


chings and commiſſion of euill. We 
moſt humbly intreat thee to ſer them 


all 
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allouer ro the reckoning which thy 
ſon Chriſt hachmade evptor the vpon 
his crolle, and neuer co lay any of 
them co our charge, but freely tor- 
gecrall ,and forgiue all Naite downe 
all our {innes ard 121quictes £o: the 
Croile of Chriſt, bury themith his 
death, bathe them in his blond;,hide 


| themin his wounds, ler the2ra:neuer 


riſe vpin indgemenr agaihilt. 4's. | Set 
vs free of hoy mileries that arc- vpon 


vs for fin, and keep backe the iudge- 


ments to come,borh ot ſ{oule, b3dy, 
goods, and good name. Bereconci- 
ied vnto vs1n thy deere Sonne,)con- 
cerning all matrers palt,nor ONCce rc- 
membrino or repeating vnto vs our 
old and abominable in1quiries; but 
accept vSas r15hceous In him, 1apu- 
ung his righteouſneſle ro vs; and our 
Gnnes ro him. Let his -righreoul- 
nelle ſatisfic - thy wſtice "for all 
our vnrighteouſneſle, his ohtdience 
for our diſobedience, his perteCtion 
for our 1mperteCtion. Moreover, we 
humbly befcechthy good maieſty to 
clue vsthe true fighe and fecling of 


M "Gur 
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our maniold funncs, that we may not 
be blinded in them through delight, 
or hardencd inthe through cuſtoine. 
a8the reprobates are : but chat wee 
may be cuen weary of them, and 
much gricued tor chem latouring 
and firnung by all poſſible meanes to 


our hearts with true repentance for 
all finne. Let vs not take any delight 
or picaſureinany ſinne: but howſo 

cuer we fall chrough fratlty (as wee 
tall often)yerlec vs never fall finally, 
let vsneuer lie downe in {inne, nor 
-ontinue 1n ſ11ne; butler vs getvp- 
on our teer againe, and rurne to thee 
with all our hearrs, and ſceke thee 
.hileſtthou mareſt be found. and 
xhilettchou doſtoffer grace & mer. 


chat rrue and huely faith whereby we 


| way lay fire hold on thy Sonne 


Chriſt, and reſt vpon his merits al- 
rogether, Gn:e vs faith aſluredly co 
belecue all the great and precious 
promiſes made inthe Goſpell , and 
ſtrengthen vs from, aboue co walke 


ang 
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zerour ot chem, Good Father touch 


cy vnto vs. O Lord increaſe in vs| 


| 


i forth the yertues ofthee in al our par- 
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and abound m allcruc & ſound fraits 
of faith. Let vs walke nor after the 
fleſh, bur after the ſpirir. Lec vs feele 
| the power of tliy Sons dearh killing 
finne in our mortal] bodies, and the 
power of his refurreCion, raiſing vs 
vp tonewneſle of hfe. Lec vs grow 
daily inthe ſan&tihicarion ofthe {pirit, 
and che mortification of the fleſh. Lec 
vs lic holily, juſtly, and ſoberly in 
this preſent ewll world, ſhewing 


ticular ations ; tharwe may adorne 
our moſt holy profeſſion, and ſhine 
as !izfits inthe middeſt ot a crooked 
and froward generation amongſt 
whom we live, beitio cainfulleo all 
by our lives and conuerſations, and 
offenſiue ro none. To this end wee 
pray chee fill vs with thy ſpiric and 
al ſpiritual graces; as loue,wifedome, 
atience, contentment, meekenefle, 
umility, temperancy,chaſtiry,kind- 
neſle and affability : and ſttrre vs vp 
to vſe praier and warchfulnelle, rea- 
ding and medication in thy laiv, and 
all orher good ncanes whereby wee 


M 2 may 
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ro our oWne wils, lufls, and defires, 
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may g orow and abound.in all heauenly 
vertues. Bleilc vs in the yſe of the 
meanes, from day to. day z make vs 
(uch as chou wouldeſt have vs to bee, 
and {uch as we deſire :o be, working 
in vs both will and deed, purpole 
and power, For thou O Lord arr all 
In all, thou wile haue mercy vpon 
W hob thou wilt haue mercy, & who 
thou wilt thou hardeneft. Haue mer- 
cy vpon vs therefore (deere Father) 
1nd 1cuer leaue vs tc our ſ{elucs, nor 


hur aſſiſt vs with cy good ſpirit,that 
we may continue to he cndinarigh- 
reous courle; that ſo ar length we way 
be receiued into glory ,and be parta- 

cakers of that immortal crown whick 
thou haſt laid vp for allthar loue thee 
and truely call vpon thee. 

Furrher, we entreat thee, O hea- 
ucn!y father, to give vsallchings ne- 
c eflary for this lite: : as food, raiment, 
health, peace, liberty, and ſuch free- 
dome from thoſe manifold miſeries 
which we lic open ynto euery day,as 
thouſceſt meer. Bleſle vato vs all the 

meanes 
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meanes which thou haſt purinto our 
hands, for the ſuſtenance of this fraile 
life. Bleſlc our ſtocke & ſtore,corne, 
and cattel], trades and occupations, 
and all the workes of our hands : for 
thy bleſſing onely maketh rich,andir 
bringerth no ſorrowes with x. Giue 
vs cherefore ſuch a competency and 
{1fficiency of rthicfe ourward bleſſing 
as thou inthy heautly wiſdome fcelt 
moſt needfull for vs. Moreoner,we 
humbly beſcech thee, (moſt Jonine 
Father) in great mercy to looke 
downe from heauen vpon thy whole 
Church, and euery member of jt. Be 
fauourable vnto Ser, and build yp 
the wals of /eraſalem. Behold with 
thecicof pity, the grear rvines and 
deſolations of rhy Church. Keale vp 
the wounds, aid make yp the brea- 
ches thereof inal! Nations. Regard 
itas thine owne flocke, terider '1t as 
thine owne tarilv, dreſiett as thine 
owne vinyeard,loueitas thinc owne 
ſpouſe. Thinkethoughrs of peace to 
it,and alwaies looke vpon iti deep 
compaſſion. Blefle1t with thy grace, 
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guide ic with thy ſpirit, and defend 
tralwaies with thy mightic power : 
ſcatter the deuices, cofound the coun- 
ſels, & ouerthruw the forces of all that 
fightagainldic, Specially we intreat 


Morning praier, 


thee,dcerefather;to ſer thy ſelf againſt 
that Antichriſt of Rome, that man of 
perdition which ſetterh; himſelfe a- 
gainſt chee, and againſt ail chy peo- 
ple. In thincappointed time we pray 
rchee giuehim a deadly downe fal. 
Beat downe all hits power and author 
rity daily more and more : giue free 
paſſageto thy Goſpel! in all king- 
domes, that Batylenmay fall and ne- 
uer riſe vp againe, ' The more the fa. 
uourites & adherents of Rome labour 
ro vphold their jdolatrous king- 
dome, the more lct it fall downe, e- 
uen as Dagen -efore the preſence of 
thine Ark. Powre downe the vaals 
of the ſulneſle of thy wrath vpon the 
kingdome of che Beaſt, ana let their 


drie vp cuery day more and more, as 


| che riuer Emphrates, Letit pity thee, 
| O Father,toſec thine owne ſpouſe ſit | 


as 


riches, wealth,credic and authority, | 
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asa deformed and forlornz woman 
heere below weeping and mourning 
with haire about her necke, hain: 
loſt all her beauty and comlineſlc 
cheere her vp (decre Facher)glad he 
with the ioy of thy countenance, and 
ſo decke her and trimme her vp-chac 
chou maieſtdelight inher, asa Bride- 
grome in his Bride, Specially wein 
creat thee ro have mercy vpcn th 
Church ip this land: intend good vi 
to vs andnot ewll : giue vs not oue: 
into the hands ofthe cruc!l Spans «rd, 
as our finnes have deſerued. Scatter 
we pray thee, O Lord, the devices 
& breakethe plots ofali ſuch as haue 
plotted the overthrow and vtrer ſub 
verſion ofthis Church and common 
wealth. Bleſle this Church more& 
more, with th&continuance of true 
Religionamonelt vs. Forthy great 
names ſake and infinite mercies ſake 
dea'e gratiouſly and fauourably with 
vs and our poſterity. Turne from vs 
that vengeance which is due to vs fo; 
our finnes. For thou ſeeſt how int+ 
quity preuaileth and rhe wicked goe 
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away withrhe goale. Acheilme ouer- 
ipreaderth- every where, and Poper! ic 
ſeemerh co ger a head againe, Now 
therefore. (deere Father ) ) wee moſt 
humbly beſcech rhee ro take order 
ſpeedily for the reme dy!ng and res 
preſſing oftheſe mantiold diforders, 
and. gricuous cnormities rat are a- 


| moneſt vs.Beintreated ol thy poore 


childrenro be good to' this Engliſh 
nation. Heare the cries of chune ele: 
hcare the mourning of - them that 
MmMOournaec in S10n. Let the cries of thy 


the {innes of the land, and be recenc1- 
iedvyno vs in the. multicude of thv 
compaſſions : that fothou mateſt {Ull 
continuea molt mercifull prote&or 
of chis thine Englith vineyard. Wee 
pray rec (good Farhep) ſhew ſpecial 
mCcrcy to ourmoſt Noble and grati- 
ous K. [/ames thine anointed ſeruams; : 


waies.Bleſle his TOucrnment VNto vs. 


uer him, keep him fromtreaſons,and 
deliuer 


ciuldren crie downeall the cries of 


bleſle him, and keep him in all his | 


Lerchine Angels encamp about him, | 
and ler thy holy hand be alwaies 0- | 


thy Sonne Chriſt. Blefſe his Ma- 


| 
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deliver himfro the treacheries of his 
enemies : giue him to ſee whar bes 
longerh vnto jus peace, and give him 
a heart earneſtly bent co ſer ypon the 
practiſe ofthe ſame: giuehimal gra. 
ces neceſſary for his peace, and ne- 
ceſlary for his ſaluation: continue his 
gouernement peaceableand proſpe- 
rous amoheſt vs : atid as thou haſt 
made him the breath of our noſtrils, 
and a gratious inſtrument for the ſa» 
uing of many thouſand ſoules,ſo let 
his owne ſoule be ſaued in the day of 


teſtes moſt horgorable privy Coun- 
ſcllors, and giue ſuch good ſucceſſe 
vnto all cheir Counſels and policies 
in watters of ſtate, that we may lead 


a quier and peaccable life in all god. | 


lineſſe and honeſty. Bleſleall che 
Nobility, worke inthema careto glo- 
rife thy namcin their places, make 
themfaichfull ro chee, and faichful co 
che Land. Direct with thy good ſpi- 
rit all ſuch as beare the ſword of Tu- 
ſtice, that they may draw itout ro 
puniſh the wicked,andto defend the 


godly | 
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godly,& that they may with al good 

care and conſcience diſcharge rhe 
| duties of cheir places. Increaie che 

number of faithtull & zealous Min 

ſters in this Church. S:nd thy Gol- | 
pell rothoſe places where it1s nor,& 
bleſle tx where it is. Remenuber them 
j in chy mercy,O Lord,thac arc vnder 
jany crolle or affliction? what- 
jlocuer : bee comfortable vnco 
chem heale vp their wounds, binde 
| vp their ſores, putallcheir teares inro 
thy bottle, and make theirbed 1n all 
cheir ſorrowes, and pur ſuch a good 
end ro a]theirtroubles thatthey may 
redound tothy glory, and the furthe« 
meanctime giue them patience and 
conſtancy to beare whatſocuer tt ſhal 
picaſe thy merciful hand tolay vpon 
chem. Laſt of all,in a word.wee pray 
thee bleſſe Magiſtracie, Miniſtery 
& Comonalty. Blaleall thy people 
do goodto all that are true and vpe 
rightintherr hearts. And ſo (deere tay 
ther) we do commit & comend our 
ſelues, our ſoules & bodies, into thy 


hands, . 


FT 


—— 


| | watch ouer vs for our good, let thine 
| { Angels encamp abour vs,letthy holy 


| father)to vs here preſent, and to a!l 
| chine abſent; praying theein ſpeciall 


| neighbours and wel-willers, and all 
| thoſe for who we are bound to pray 


hands, for this day and the reſt of: our 
life, praying thee to take care and 
| charge of vs; keep vs from all cull, 


hand beouer vs, and keep vs in all 
our waies, that we may live to thy 
| Praiſe and glory herein carth, keep- 
ing faith anda good conſcience in all 
our aftios that aſter this life wemay 
be crowned of thee for cuer in thy 
kingdome. Grant theſe things{$o0d | 


O 


fauour to remember our friends and 
kinsfolkes inthe, fleſh, all our good 


by nature, by deſerts, or any du 

whatſoeuer, for Ieſus Chriſts ſake 
our onely Mediator; to whom with 
thee andthe holy Ghoſt, be giuen all} 
Praiſe and glory, bothnowand for 
euermore, Ame. 


An Eucning prajerto be yſed 


in private fu miles, 


Pr ry » N| Eccrnal! GOD, and 

5 molt louing & deare 
Fr ather,we thy vnwor- 
7] thy cluldren,do heere 
21 fall downe at the foot 
'of thy great maieſlty, 
acknowledging from 0 our hearts, that 
we are alcogerher vaworthy tro come 
neere thee © orto look cowards thee: 
becauſe thou art a God of infuut glo- 
ry, and weare moſt yile, and abo. 
minable {inners,ſuch as WEre CONCEI- 
uedand bornein finne and corrup- 
tion, ſuch as hauc inherited our fa- 
Hers corruptions, and alſo haue aftu- 
ally tranſgreſled all chy holy latures. 
and Lawes, both inchought, words,& 
deeds befor we knew thee : & ſince, 
ſecretly and openly, with our ſelues 


——_— 
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and with others, our particular ſinnes 
are moe than can be numbred : for 
who knoweth how often hee offen- 
dech> Buc chis we mult neeves con- 
felle againlt our {elnes,chat our hearts 
are full of pride, coue.ovſnelle, 
and the loue of this world, full of 
wrath, anger, and impaticncic, full of 
lyiag, ditfembling, and deceiuing, 
full of vanity, hardnefle, and pro 
phan:neſle, tull of infidelity,diltruſt, 
and ſelfe-loue, full of Juſt, yncleane- 
actle, and all abhominable defires : 
yea our heartsare che very finkes of 
ſin,& dungluls of all filrhines. Ana 
beſides all this, wedo omit the. good 
things we ſhould doe :: for there are 
in vs great wants of faith, of loue, of 
zeale, of patience, of contentment,& 
of cuery good grace; ſoas thou halt 
juſt cauſe co proceed to ſentence of 
iudgement againſt vs, as, moſt dam- 
nable tranſgreſlors of all rhy holy 
commandements 2 yea ſuch as are 
ſunke in our rebellions, and haue 
many times & often con niitred high 
creaſon againſt chy maicity,& _ 

ore 
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fore chou maieſt iuſtly caſt vs all 
downe into hell fire, there to be tor- 
mented wich Saran, and his Angels 


excepragainſt thy maieſty for ſo do. 
ing : ſichcherin chou ſhouldeſt deale 
with vs but according to __ and 
our juſt deſerts. Wheretore deere 
facher we doe appealefrom thy 1m- 
ſicero thy mercy, moſt humbly in- 
| creating chee to haue mercy vpon vs, 
{ and freely to forgiue vs all our farines 
paſt whatſoeuer, both new andold, 
ſecret and open, knowen and yn- 
{ knowen, and thar for Icfus Chriſts 
ſake,our onely Mediator. And wee 
pray thee couch our hearts with true 
oriefe, and vnfained repentance for 
chem, tharthey may be a matter of 
continnall forrow, and heartr-ſmarr 
vnto vs, ſoa3northing may grcue vs 
| morethen this, that we haue offcn- 
{ ded thee being our ſpeciall friend 
and father. Gwe vstherefore(deere 
Father) cuery day more and more 
figheand feeling of our finnes, with 
true humiliation vnder the ſame. 
Cue 


tor euer, And wee haue nothing to | 
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| ly as well as for others. Give vs fat: 


| ing thacall things depend vpon chi 


| 
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Giue vs atlio tha: rrue and lueiy taich, 
wherby we may lay ture hold onthy 
Son Chriſt, and all his werns, aply- 
ing the ſame to our owne ſcules, lo as 
we may ſtand fully perſwaded that 
whatſoever hee hath done vpon the 
croſle,he hach dove for vs particulars 


(good Father)c6itantly io belecue a] 
the ſweet promiſes ot the goſpel.tov. 
ching ren fſion of ſinne, and <ternal] 
life, made jnthy Sonne Chriſt, G 
Lord increaſe our faith, that we may 
alrogether reſt vpcn chy pronuſes, 
which areall,yea,and Amen Yea,that 
we may ſerrle our ſelves. and all char. 
we haue whoily vponthem:bochout 
ſoules, bodies, goods, nan'e, wives 
children,& our whole eftate, know- 


promiſes, power, and providence, & 
char thy word doth ſupport & bearc 
vp the whole order of nacure. More 

ouer, we intreat thee, O Lord, tc 
ſtrengthen vs from aboue tor walke 
in cuery good way, and to bring 
forth the fruirs of crue faith in ail our 


parricular | 


_ 
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particular ations, ſtudying to pleaſe 
thee inall things and ro be truittull in 
good workes,that we may ſhew forth 
vnto all men by, our good conuerſa- 
tion whole children wee arc: and 
char wemay adorne and beautific our 
molt holy profeſſion by walking in 
a Chriſtian courſe, and in all the 
ſound truics and praCtiſe of godlines, 
and true religioa. To this end wee 
pray thee ſanQthie our hearts by thy 
ſpirit yet more and more: fanfic 
our. ſoules and bodies, and all our 
corrupt naturall faculties, as reaſon, 
vnderitanding, will, and affeGons, 
ſo as they may be fitted for thy wors- 
ſhip and ſeruice, taking adelight and 
pleaſure therein. Stirre vs vpto vſe 
praier; watchfulneſſe, reading and 
medication inthy law, and all other 
rood meancs whereby we may. pro- 
fit ingrace and goodnefle from day 
ro day. Bleſle vs in che vie of the 
meanes, that we may daily die to fin, 
and liue to righteoulneſle : draw vs 
yet neerer vnto thee : help vs agairilt 
our monifold wants. Amend our: 
| grea 
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| contempt of thy Goſpelly; ſwearing, 


deere Father,ler vs not be ouercome 


.of theſe filthy vices , nor any other 


chy help, and kceponthe right way 
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great imperfetions, renuc vs inward- 
lymore and:more, repaire the ruines 
ofqur hearts, aide vs againſt the 
remnants of fin. Enlarge our hearts 
co runne the way of thy Commande- 
ments, dire all our ſteps in thy 
word,let none iniquity have donu- 
nion ouer- vs. Afſut. vs againſt our 
ſpecial infirucies, and mafter finnes, 
that wee-may get the vitoty ouer 
them all, ro thy glory, andthe great 
peace and comfort of our owne con- 


b; thy graceand holy ſpirir; againſt 
checomon corruptions of the world, 
as pride, whoredome, couctouſneſle, 


lying, diflembling, and deceiving. O 
Gofull-pleafures, and fond delights, 


againſt all che remptations of this 
world, the fleſh and the Dinell : thac 
we may ouercome them all through 


wherwith thouſands are caried head. | 
long to deſtruction. Arme our louics 


ſcieuces. Strengthen vs, good facher, | 


ro 


* 
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to life, thar we may Jiue in thy teare, 
and dic in- thy fauour, that our laſt 
daiesmay.be our beſt daics; andrhar 
wemay'endin great peace of conſci- 
ence. Furthermore, deere Father,we 
intreatthee not onely for our {clues, 
bur for all our good brethren thy 
deere children ſcattered over rhe 
face of the whole earth, moſt humbly 
beſeechingrhee to bleſſe chem all, to 
cheere them vp, and glad chem with 
the toy of thy counrenance both now 
and alwaies. Guide them all in thy 
tcare, and keep them from cuill, that 
chey may praiſe thy name. Intheſe 
dangerousdaics,and declining times, 
wepgray thee, O Lord, raife vp nur- 
fing fathers and nurſing mothers vn- 
co thy Church, Raiſe vp alſo faithful 
Paſtors, that thy cauſe may be caried 
forward, truth may preuaile, Religi-" 
on may proſper, thy name onely may 
be fet vp in the earth, thy Sonnes 
kingdome aduanced, and thy will 
accompliſhed. Setthy ſelfe againſt 
all aduerſary power, eſpecially that 
of Rome, Antichriſt, Idolatry, and 


Athe- | 
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WY Enenize praier, 


Atheiſme: curſe and croſle all cheir 

counſels, fruſtrate their deuiſes, (catcer 
cheir forces, oucrthrovw their armies, 
Whencthey arc moſt wiſe, letthem be 
moſt fooliſh : when chey are molt 
itrong, let thembe moſt weake. Let 
the know that there 15 no wiſdom nor 
couſel,powernor policy againſt thee 
che Lord of Hoſts. Let the know that 
Iſrael hath a God, & that thou which 
art called /ehowab art the onely ruler 
ouer all the world. Ariſe therefore 
O moſt mightic God, and mwaincaine 
thine owne cauſe againſt all thine e- 
nemies,ſmite thorow all their 1-1nes, 
and bow downe their backes, yea let 
chem all be confounded, and turned |} 
backward that beare il] will vnro S7- 
on. Ler the patienc abiding of the 
righteous be toy : and ler the wicked. 
be diſappointed of their hope.Butof 
all fauour, we intreate thee O Lord, 

to ſhew ſpecial mercy tothy Church 
inthis Land whercin we line. Conti- 

nuethy Goſpell amongſt vs yerwith 
greater ſucceſſe, purge thy houſe dais 
ly more & more, takeaway all things 


N 2 char 


—_— I—_ 


— — 
hed — nw 


| char offend. Let this Nanon {till 
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| Idolatry and Popery from amongſt 


| our ſinscry for. For the (ins of this 


| ro tnake vs ſpeacles of thy venge-! 
| ancero all Narios; thatby how much 

the more thou haſt lifred vs vp in 
| grearmercy, and long peace, by o' 
| much che morethou ſhouldeſt preſle! 
| vs downe in great wrath & long WAT.! 


.bee aplace whererhy nate may bee 
called: vpon, and an harbour for thy 
Saints. Shew mercy ro our poſterity, 
deare Father, and have cire of rhem, 
chat thy Goſpell may bee left vnto 
chem as a molt holy inhericance. De- 
fend vs againſtforrEinuaſi6, keep ouc 


vs. Turnefrs vs thoſeplagues which 


Land arc excceding great, horible, 


and ourragious,& ente'thee uſt caufe 


Therfore deere Father,wernoſt hum-! 
bly intrear thee, for 'thy great namies: 


| ake, and forthy infinic mercies ſake, 


that thon wouldeſt bee reconciledto! 
this Jand, ahd diſch arge it of all the! 
horrible ſins thereof. Drove them! 
O Lord inthy infinirmercy chrough 
Chriſt, as'it were ina bottomeleſle 


zulfe! 


| 15'mercy,& deep coinpaſſion. More. 


| his'waies,workins in his ſoule vnfcis 


| inalf things, arid ro'diſcharge thedu- 
| ty ofhis high place,in all zeale ofthy' 
| og a towards thy! 


. Ewening prater. 
gulfe, that chey may never re vp 1n 
| rudgement againſt vs. For although 
{ our finnes bee exceeding many, and | 
feareful,yer rhy mercy 15 far greater. 
Forrthou art infimec in mercy, bur we | 
cannotbeinfiniten inning. Giue vs 
nor over into the hands ofthe Tdola- 
cers, leſt they ſhould blaſpheme hy 
nine, and fix, Where 1s their 
Godin whomthey truſted? Bur ra- 
ther, deere father, rake vs into thine 
| owne hands, and corre& vs accor- 
dingrothy wifedoime: for with ther, 


| 


otter, wee moſt hearrity beſeech thy, 
good Maieſty toblefle our moſt gra- 
eloiis King [amer, and to ſhew'much 
mercy to kim in all things. Guide 
tim in thy feare, and keep himin al] 


ned'forrow for'ſitine, true faith inthe 
tomiſes;& a great caretopleaſe thee 


Maicfty : thar'as thou haſt crowned! 


him heerein carth;ſo hee (fpenting| 
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| the good oft 
| of this our Commonwealth. Bleſle 


} cheir aflictiens are, fo ler the 1oyes 


Re 


Euening praer. ; 


his daies,heere below in thy feare) 
may after this life be crowned of thee 
tor cucrin the Heauens. We beſecch 
chee alloro blefle his Maielties moſt 
honorable priuic Counſellors. Coun- 
ſell chem from aboue, ler them rake 
aduiceof thee inallthings : that they 
may both conſult, and reſoiveof ſuch 
courſes as may be molt for thy glory, 

& Church.& the peace 


che Nobility, and all the Magiſtrates 
inthe Land,giuing chem all grace to 


| execure iudgement and iuſtice, and 


to maincainetrutch and equity, Bleſle 


1 all the faithfull Miniſters of the Goſe 


pell, increaſe the number of them, in» 
increaſe thy gifts in them : and fo 
bleſſe ali cheir labours-in ther ſcuc- 
rall places and congregations , that 
they all may bee initrumcnts of thy 


{ hand to inlarge thy 'Sonnes king- 


dome, and to winne many ynto thee. 
Comfort the comfortleſſe with all 
needfull comforts. Forge et none of 
chine that are in crouble : but as 


and | 


| choy maieſt bee feared , 


Exenmng praier, 


and comforts of thy ſpirit bee -vn- 
ro them : and fo ſanRifie vnto 
ail thine, their afflictions and trou. 
bles, .that they may tend to. thy 
glory, and their owne good. Giue 
vs thankefull hearts for all chy 
mercies, both fpirituall and cor- 
porall : for chou arc very merciful} 
varo vs in the things of this 
life, and infinitely more merciful! 
in the things of a. better life . Ler 
vs deeply ponder and waigh all 
thy particular fauoures towards 
vs : that by the due conſiderati- 
on thereof., -our hearts may bec 
gained 'yet neerer vnto thee, and 
that therefore wee may borh loue 
and obey thee, becauſe thou arc 
ſo kind and louing vato vs : that 
even thy loue towards vs , may 
draw our loue towards thee, and 
that becauſe mercy is with thee, 
Grant 
cheſe things good Farher, and all 
other needtull graccs for our ſoules? 
or bodies, or any of thine tho- 
row out the whole world, for Ie- 
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Euening prajer, 


his daies,heere below in thy feare ) 
may afterthis life be crowned of thee 
tor cuerin the Heauens. We beſecch 
chee al{oro bleſle his Maieſties moſt 
honorable priuic Counſellors. Coun- 
ſell them from aboue, ler them rake 
aduiceoftheeinallthings : that they 
may both conſult, and refolue of ſuch 


| courſes as my be molt for thy glory, 


the good of the Church.& the peace 


| of this our Commonwealth. Bleſle 


che Nobility, and all the Magiſtrates 
inthe Land, giuing chem all grace to 


| execure iudgement and iuſtice, and 


to maincainetruth and equity, Bleſle 


1 all the faichfull Miniſters of the Goſ- 


pell, increaſe the number ofthem, in» 
increaſe thy gifts in them : and ſo} 
bleſſe ali cheir labours in their ſcuc- 
rall places and congregations , that 
they all may bee initruments of thy 
hand to inlarge thy ' Sonnes king- 
dome, and to winne many ynto thee. 
Comfort the comfortlefle with all 
needfull comforts. Forg et none of 
chine chat are in crouble : but as 


and | 


porall : for chou art very merciful! 


{ cheſe things good Farher, and all 
other needtull graccs forour ſoules: 


and comforts ot thy —_ bee -vn- 
ro them : and fo ſanfihe .ynto 
ail thine , their affiQtions and trou. 
bles, .that they-may tend to. thy 
glory, and their owne good. Giue 
vs thankefull hearts tor all chy 
mercies, both ſpirituall and cor- 


vico vs in the things of this 
life, and infinitely more mercifull 
in the things of a. better life . Ler 
vs deeply ponder and waigh all 
chy particular fauoures towards 


vs : that by the due conſiderati-' 


on thereot., -our hearts may bec 
gained 'yet ncerer vnto thee, and 
that therefore wee may borh loue 
and obey thee, becauſe thou art 
ſa kind and louing vato vs : that 
even thy loue towards vs , may 
draw our Jloue towards thee, and 
that becauſe mercy is with thee, 
thou maieſt bee feared, Grant 


or bodies, or any of thine tho- 
row out the whole world, for Ie- 


Enening praier, | | 
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